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now standing at platform 1 belongs to Japan 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 


IGstioilcj The Flying Scotsman 

epitomises the age of steam 


Britain, the nation that gave rail- 
ways to the world, is to sell a 
third of its locomotives and 
rolling stock to the Japanese 
and Americans. Nomura, 
Japan’s biggest securities firm, 
is poised to buy one of British 
Rati s three rolling stock leas- 
ing companies, known as 
Roscos, in partnership with 
Babcock & Brown, a US fi- 
nancing company. 


It is betieved the two have 
been successful in their joint bid 
for Angel Trains, one of three 
similar companies the govern- 
ment has put up for sale 
through Hambros, the 
merchant bank. 

The three companies 
between them own British 
Rail’s entire fleet of passenger 
trains and lease them to the 
train operating companies that 
run the services. The Roscos arc 
responsible for part of the 
maintenance as well. 


The leasing companies will be 
the first big British Rail oper- 
ation to be privatised, with the 
government hoping to raise as 
much as £1.7bn for the three 
companies, dwarfing the £100m 
proreeds so far from selling oth- 
er much smaller parts of British 
Rail. 

With City estimates of the 
value of the high profile pri- 
vatisation of Railtrack next 
spring plummeting to below 
£2bn, the Government has re- 
garded the sale of the Roscos 


as the main milestone to pass 
in proving that it can success- 
fully sell the railways. 

The other two Roscos. called 
Eveisbolt and Rirtcrbrook. are 
expected to go to management 
buyouts. The Eversholl man- 
agement has been backed by a 
British venture capital compa- 
ny, Candover. while Porter- 
brook’s bid has been backed by 
Charterhouse, the merchant 
bank. The Government argues 
that the cheapest way to finance 
investment m new trains will be 


to open up the business to an 
injection of international capi- 
tal, which will also introduce 
new and cheaper financing 
techniques. 

A large number of airlines 
already operate almost entire- 
ly through leasing rather than 
purchasing of aircraft, and the 
same theory is now being ap- 
plied to the railways. - a far cry 
from the days of steam when lo- 
comotives were mostly built by 
the companies that owned 
them. 


The difference is that aircraft 
leases do not usually include 
maintenance responsibilities, 
but these will be the case with 
the raihvays. 

The Roscos have eight to ten 
year leasing contracts with the 


train operators that guarantee 
them income from the existing 
mainly old rolling stock that they 
will be taking over. But they will 
be free to charge more for 
leases on any new rolling stock 
they supply to the train 
operators. 
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Futuristic: The super-fast 
Japanese ‘Bullet* train 


Victory for P° we H beats White House retreat 

is ftenisinn nrnmnteri hv killins 


Mackay on 


violence Bill 


"Moral majority outmanoeuvred’ 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 


Lord Macka/s controversial 
bfll on domestic violence, 
dropped by the Government in 
' its closing Commons stages last 
week, has been revived and is 
expected to be combined with 
the Divorce Law Reform Bill to 
be announced in next week’s 
Queen’s Speech. 

In a victory for the Lord 
Chancellor, key Lords and 
Commons business managers 
agreed yesterday that the two 
- measures should be combined 
in a single bill to be foreshad- 
owed at the opening of the new 
session next Wednesday. 

After a dear decision that the 
Divorce Bfll, intended to end 
“quickie” divorces based on 
fault, should go ahead, in spite 
of the opposition of -moral 
majority” MPs on the Tory 
backbenches, the Lord Chan- 
cellor has secured backing for 
an amended Family Homes 
and Domestic Violence Bfll to 
go ahead as well. 

Lord Mackay was dearly 
disappointed last week when he 
was forced to abandon the 
Domestic Violence Bill, de- 
spite m akin g concessions to 
backbenchers who claimed the 
measure undermined the insti- 
tution of marriage by reinforc- 
ing protection for unmarried 
women against battering. 

Under the new plan agreed 
in principle at a meeting yes- 
terday between the Lord Oian- 
ceUor, Lord Cran borne. Leader 
of the Lords, Tony Newton, 
Leader of the Commons, and 


Alastair Goodlad, Chief Whip, 
(he two bills will now be com- 
bined and so probably both be 
subject to 3 free vote. 

This strategy means also that 
whereas the Family Homes and 
Domestic Violence Bfll was 
taken through the Lords and 
Commons m a “fast-track” 
process intended for uncon- 
tentious legislation, the measure 
now will “be given time for 
debate and amendment in both 
Houses of Parliament. 

Before he was forced to pull 
the Domestic Violence Bill 
from the current programme. 
Lord Mackay had discussed 
changes with backbenchers, 
including an amendment of a 
clause Lhat gives unmarried 
people rights of occupation in 
homes owned by their partners 
for six months if they have 
been subject to violence or 
harassmenL 

One change that the Lord 
Chancellor is understood to 
have offered was to time-limit 
the occupation rights to one 
year, so that the occupation or- 
deis could not be repeatedly re- 
newed. He is said by some 
previous backbench critics to 
have agreed to modify the de- 
finition of “barm" from which 
partners would be protected in 
the bill, so as not to embrace 
mental as well physical harass- 
ment. He is said also to have 
firmed up language in the bill 
designed to underline the 
distinction between married 
and unmarried couples and to 


Roger Gale, MP for Thanet 
North, said last night that 
although he could not vouch for 
his colleagues, he believed that 
“Lord Mackay had gone a very 
long way to meet the concerns 
we hade expressed.” Mr Gale 
said be told the Lord Chancel- 
lor he was prepared to support 
the bfll in the form lhat Lord 
Mackay had outlined. 

' The Lord Chancellor regards 
the bill, (he main components 
of v/fajeh were recommended by 

the Law Commission, as ah 
knportant consolidate ry mea- 
sure. Even rails amended form, 
the bill would still codify the 
rights of unmarried partners to 
seek recourse against domestic 
violence. 

Final ratification wfll await 
John Major's return from the 
commonwealth Conference but 
the Prime Minister is under- 
stood to have indicated that he 
backed both Lord Macka/s 
desire to proceed with the di- 
vorce bill, and bis declared in- 
tention of bringing back the 
Family homes and Domestic Vi- 
olence KB “as soon as possible.” 

In a speech to family law so- 
licitors on Tuesday, Lord Mack- 
ay made, clear it would be 
possible to amend the Divorce 
Bill in its passage through Par- 
liament, and said he was pre- 


pared to drop the requirement 
for anybody filing a divorce 


for anybody filing a divorce 
petition to attend an informa- 
tion meeting where experts 
could spell out alternatives. 
Instead he would be prepared 


how it should be interpreted by pies could watch at home, or 
the courts. telephone calls from experts. 



Decision prompted by killing 
of Israeli prime minister 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 


General Colin Powell, the first 
black American to command 
the US armed forces and by far 
the most popular figure in pub- 
lic life here, has decided not to 
seek the White House in 1996, 
according to close political as- 
sociates. 

Gen Powell. 58, was sched- 


should play.” Moreover, as his 
self-imposed deadline of 
Thanksgiving Day on 23 No- 
vember drew nearer, he had giv- 
en no sign of starting to put in 
place the national organisation 
essential for a presidential run. 

The withdrawal of Gen Pow- 
ell leaves Bob Dole, the Senate 
majority leader, an even firmer 
favourite for the Republican 
nomination. Even with Gen 


uied to make his announcement 
yesterday afternoon at a hotel 
In suburban Washington, end- 
ing months of speculation which 
had frozen the contest for the 
Republican nomination while 
he made up his mind. 

In the end the decision has 
come more quickly than ex- 
pected, and prompted in part, 
it is widely believed, by the 
weekend assassination of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Is- 
rael - an event that only un- 
derscored the fears of Alma 
Powell of an attempt on the life 
of her husband were he to try 
to become the first black pres- 
ident in US history. 

Although the Powell camp 
had main t ained a Sphinx-tike si- 
lence on his intentions, signs 
mounted in the last few days 
that the fortnight-long retreat 
after the conclusion of his huge- 
ly successful book tour would 
produce- a decision not to enter 
the race. 

Addressing a business con- 
vention in Philadelphia on Tues- 
day, Gen Powell spoke only 
vaguely of his future, saying that 
“there is a role for each and 
every one of us to play— and I 
am searching for the role I 


Powell in the field, Mr Dole was 
slightly the preferred choice of 
registered Republicans. 

Yesterday Mr Dole, in New 
Hampshire to receive the prized 
endorsement of Governor 
Stephen Merrill ahead of the 
state's all-important primary 
on 20 February, was guarded in 
his reaction - perhaps seeking 
to keep the door open to pick- 
ing Gen Powell as his vice- 
presidential running mate, a 
move that could ensure him the 
White House. 

Unusually silent too was the 
House Speaker, Newt Gingrich, 
who has refused to rale oul r» 
White House bid of his own 
next year, even though he ad- 


mits it is unlikely. But despite 
polls showing he would be 


polls showing he would be 
trounced by Mr Clinton, and 
would be unlikely to win the Re- 
publican nomination, many 
quarters of the party's influen- 
tial ideological right wing are 
pressing Mr Gingrich to stand. 

The non-candidacy of Gen 
Powell also gives new hope to 
several minor candidates. R>r aD 
Mr Dole's lead, doubts persist 
about his age (he would be 73 
on taking office). 

No black “Eke”, page 15 
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General salute: Cofin PoweB and his wife, Alma, who feared for his fife if he cantor office 


Assad: I can do business with Peres 


MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Damascus 


President Hafez ai-Assad of 

■'Syria said yesterday he is ready 
to move a head quickly towards 
a peace settlement with Israel s 
acting Prune Minister. Shimon 
fares, in the aftermath of the 

. assassina tion of Yitzhafe Rabin- 
Mr Assad told the 


MT Mssau iwiv* — ~ 

Secretary. Malcolm RtflonJ 
he believed the “technical ob- 


stacles” to a deal were not in- 
surmountable. Mr Rifldnd was 
the first foreign emissary to 
meet the Syrian leader since the 
murder of Mr Rabin by a Jew- 
ish extremist last Saturday. 

“He said it was Syria’s desire 
to sec a successful achieve- 
ment of peace negotiations and 
he believed this could be 
achieved very qnickly,” Mr 
Rifldnd told reporters. 

The president’s remarks 


were the first Syrian reaction 
after the assassination of the Is- 
raeli premier. 

Mr Rifldnd gave the Syrian 
leader a first-hand account of 
his talks with Israeli ministers 
at Mr Rabin’s funeral in 
Jerusalem. Mr Assad apparently 
listened with close attention 
and repeated forcefully: “Yes, 
I am committed to peace.” 

This morning the Foreign 

Secretary will communicate his 


impressions of the two-hour 
meeting with Preside ni Assad 
diredy to Mr fares in Israel. It 
is understood that the Syrian 
president told his visitors lhat 
Syria knew Mr Peres well and 
betieved him to be serious in his 
commitment to peace. 

Mr Assad also made it dear 
that the killing of Mr Rabin bad 
caused the Syrians to reconsider 
their misconception that Is- 
raeli leaders did not face violent 


domestic opposition to a 
compromise peace deal. 

Syria is the key hardline Arab 
state that has not yet made 
peace with Israel and a settle- 
ment would also include 
Lebanon. 

But talks between senior 
Israeli and Syrian officers have 
stalled over the conditions and 
extent of an Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied Golan 
Heights. 


The Syrian Foreign Minister, 
Farouq Al-Sharaa, said it was 
possible that Mr Rabin’s assas- 
sination -which he has privately 
described as “tragic” - could 
contain a “silver lining” in the 
shape of an opportunity to 
speed up negotiations. 

Mr Rtfkind flew to Tel Aviv 
from Damascus last night and 
win meet the Palestinian leader 
Yassar Arafat in Gaza today. 

Syria’s resolve, page 18 
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CaBtobansmactag 

Leading childcare ex- 
perts and lawyers have 
called for a national strat- 
egy to tackle violence by 
and against children, in- 
cluding a ban on smack- 
ing, abolition of taring 
and rigorous policies on 


FffBWHksoverpofcition 

The Government is planning a 
health study on the effects of 
Bonfire Night fires and fire- 
works, following extremely 
highly pollution levels over the 
weekend In Leeds an Saturday 
night pollution was 16 times 
higher than the level recom- 
mended by experts yesterday. 


Defying last-mmuieoGincuyy 
Nigeria’s military regime yesterday 
out itself on a collision corny with 
the Commonwealth by 
death sentences on the pkywryK 

Ken Saro-Wiwa. 


Anthgay violence 

More than a third of gay 
men and women -and half 
of ' those aged under 18 - 
have been victims of homo- 
phobic.violence in die past 
five years. 
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Andrew Mam Why the Establishment is tearing itself 
apart. Page 21 

Hamisli McRae: American financiers are turning away 
from Europe. Page 21 

News Analysis: Labour's options for reforming the 
Welfare State. Page 19 

Another View: David Hockney is wrong to say that all 
artists should be taught to draw. Page 20 

Leading article: “Eugenie, Beatrice and the other 
little princesses have been reared on Disney’s Cinderella 
and Sleeping Beauty videos and expect grandma's 
residence to be a bit more, well . . . castley.” Page 20 
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Weather South-east England will be cloudy with the chance 
of rain while the rest of Britain will have showers. Northern 
Ireland will brighten after a dull start. Section IVro, page 25 
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news 

‘Human shields’: British victims 
buoyed by £3m award in France 

BA to pay 

damages to 
Gulf war 
passengers 



IX BRIEF 






CLARE GARNER 

British Airways was yesterday 
ordered by a court in Paris to 
pay at least £3m in damages to 
French passengers it flew to 
Kuwait hours after the Iraq in- 
vasion in 1990. The French rul- 
ing has restored hope to 24 
British passengers, also held os 
Saddam Hussein's “human 
shields”, whose appeal cases are 
due to be heard m the House 
of Lords. 

The Paris court ruled that 
British Airways had put pas- 
sengers in undue danger by 
stopping in Kuwait and award- 
ed 61 French nationals, who 
were among 367 passengers, be- 
tween £50,000 and £80,000 
each, depending on how long 
they were held. 

Passengers on flight BAI49 
alleged that (he landing, which 
was not listed on their tickets, 
was made to drop off about a 
dozen British SAS commandos, 
a claim British Airways denies. 

Frank Lefevre. of Quantum 
Claims, in Aberdeen, who is 
representing British passen- 
gers, said: “After the cases went 
through their respective courts 
of appeal our only remedy was 
to appeal to the House of 
Lords. This will go ahead unless 
the French decision has the ef- 
fect of making British Airways 
and their legal advisers think 
again.” 

Mr Lefevre believes the 
French precedent will provide 
“persuasive authority" for the 
1 1 English and 13 Scottish pas- 
sengers' eases in the Lords. 

One of his clients, John 
Chappell 47, who was held 
hostage along with his wife and 
two children, said: “This is 
great news. I'm happy that at 
last one court in the world has 
seen it for what it is and that it 
looks as though the French are 


going to get some compensation 
for it, quite rightly so." 

“I don't think a day goes by 
when we don't think of some as- 
pect of iL My wife is currently 
off work for depression which 
is a direct result of the whole in- 
cident" 

According to Frank Patter- 
son, of Pannone and Partners, 
in Manchester, also represent- 
ing claimants, the implications 
for the British passengers' cas- 
es depends on whether the 
French courts were applying the 
Warsaw Convention or gener- 
al French law. 

“It is argued that the V&rsaw 
Convention does not afford 
compensation unless there is 
bodily injury which has taken 
place in actual flying or getting 
on or off the plane. In this case, 
passengers sustained psycho- 
logical injury... 

“We need to know how they 
won the case. If they decided 
that bodily injury includes psy- 
chological injury, we arc talking 
about the interpretation of an 
international convention." 

British Airways described 
the damages ruling as “extra- 
ordinary” and said it was con- 
sidering an appeal. A 
spokeswoman said: “The judge- 
ment seems to be based on the 
proposition that the aircraft 
made an unscheduled stop in 
Kuwait for the purposes of 
landing military personnel 
there. This is untrue. 

“It is preposterous to suggest 
that British Airways would de- 
liberately endanger its passen- 
gers, employees mid the aircraft 
itself in any way. In terms of 
compensation, many claims by 
passengers have already been 
settled in accordance with 
British Airways' humanitarian 
policy on an ex-graiia basis. "The 
spokeswoman refused to dis- 
close details of the daims. 



Seven in death 
crash case 

Seven travel firm workers were 
yesterday sent for trial at 
terbuiy Crown Court 3®r. a 
coach crash in which mne 
American tourists and their 

British driver ^ . 

jo the crash on the M2 m 
Kent in November 1993, the 53- 
yaiw coach collided with a van 
and rolled down itorcanbank- 
. meat. On board wipre 44 tourists 
[ on a trip to Canterbury. 

- The comM^ involved used 
to be cafled Travellers Coach. 
Company Ltd, but the allega- 
tions are. ih^the new name of 
Brdaton Lfd, based at Houn- 
slow, Middlesex. The seven 
facecbhrges of accused of OOT- 
spirmgto . falsify drivers 
.recofliSi? - . 

Blast charges 

Ar man wfll appear in court in 
London today charged with 


Grace and danger: Fashion designer Betty Jackson and solo round-the-world yatchtswoman lisa Clayton 


Photographs: Edward Webb 


Royal recognition for ‘People of the Tear’ 



y 4Wm 


Jim Ballard, husband of Alison Hargreaves 



The Princess Royal paid tribute 
yesterday to Britain’s “People 
of the Year” during the Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation’s 36th annual 
awards ceremony. 

She joined hundreds of din- 
ers at a gala lunch to recognise 
13 men and women for their 
courage and achievement. 

Among them was a posthu- 
mous award for Alison Harg- 
reaves, the mountaineer who 
died during her solo assault on 
K2 this year without oxygen, and 
solo round-the-world yachts- 
woman Fisa GaytOn. 

After a sflencefo honour for- 
mer. winner, the late Gordon 
Y/fcon, whose daughter was 
killed by the TRA bomb at En- 
niskillen, and who himself died 
earlier (his year, the Princess 
praised past winners. 

The awards were chaired by 
BBC director-general John Birt. 
Citations were read by news- 
reader Trevor McDonald. 


Jim Ballard, the husband of 
tragic mountaineer Alison Har- 
greaves, played down reports 
that they were to have divorced 
on her return from her ill- 
fated Himalayan expedition. 

Ms Hargreaves was killed in 
an avalanche this summer after 
successfully scaling K2 - the 
world’s second highest moun- 
tain - without oxygen. Her 
body remains oa the mountain. 

Seventeen-year-old Kelly 
Turner, the teenage girl from 
east London who reported her 
former boyfriend to the police 
for his part in a savage race 
attack on a Bengali student, was 
■ ' also a winner. She is currently 
working as a full-time volunteer 
for the Commission for Racial 
Equality and plans to become 
a police officer. 

Leading fashion designer 
Betty Jackson was honoured for 
her achievements. Her clothes 
are sold worldwide and she 
was made an MBE in 1987. 



^FrancS Scotland Yard said. 
'Racirid Ramda, 2fcjme m- 
flfoyed, ofno fixed address. Mho . 
was being held under the Pit- 
vention of Tfcnorism Art, yns 
served with an extradition war- 
rant yesterday. 

Water aid 

Up to six million gallons of wa- 
ter a day to be carried -to - 
drought-hit Yoitehirc by tanker 
from Kielder reservoir, 
Nor thumb erland, under .deal 
signed between Yorkshire 9ft?- 
ter and Northumbria Watef. - 

Tug protest 

Five Greenpeace activists werfe" . 
fined after three of them 
chained themselves to a tag 
while two dived to tie chains to 
its propeller in a bid to prevent 
the damping of the Brent Spar. 
The incident happened in Ab- 
erdeen harbour in June as. the : 
tug was preparing to low the re- 
dundant Shell installation toils 
dump site in the North Atlantic: 
All admitted causing a breach ‘ 
of the peace. 

Gun facts x 

Shotgun certificates are held by 
670,000 people, covering an 
estimated 13 million weapons, ■ ... 
Home Office Minister of State; 
David Maclean disclosed ina- : 
Commons written reply. HeM. 
added there were 140,200 peo^ : . 
pie with firearm certificates^';' 
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KeBy Turner, who reported a race attacker 


Juiy clears vineyard owner who opened fire on burglars 


A vineyard owner who opened 
fire on two intruders trying to 
steal wine from his bonded 
warehouse was yesterday 
cleared by a jury. 

Jon Pritchett 60, a loss ad- 
juster. was found not guilty at 
Maidstone Crown Court of 
wounding Steven Gilbert and 
Charles O’Hara with intent to 
cause grievous bodily harm. 


The two men had broken into 
his warehouse containing 
£12,000 worth of wine at his 
home in Crouch Lane, St 
Mary's Platt, near Borough 
Green. Kent, on December 1 
last year. 

Mr Pritchett - who had fired 
four shots from his 12-bore 
shotgun, two of which struck 
Gilbert and O'Hara - said af- 


ter the case: “1 feel great now 
it is all over.” 

The judge. Mr Justice New- 
man, had told the vineyard 
owner after the verdicts which 
came after four-and-a-half 
hours of deliberation: “For 
those of us who have heard the 
detail of this case and for those 
who might misunderstand the 
result, I think one thing is plain. 


“The events of this particu- 
lar night caused you great trau- 
ma, such trauma that you 
suffered a speech impediment 
for sometime. I think the gen- 
eral lesson that results in this 
case is the severe consequences 
of what you did and the conse- 
quences on you." 

Mr Pritchett’s solicitor. Ted 
Hubbard, said after (he hearing' 


“This case should not have 
been brought to court 
“Someone in authority in 
the Crown Prosecution Service 
should have had a little more 
understanding of the problems 
of two criminals being involved 
and putting a decent well-be- 
haved citizen under stress, par- 
ticularly in the delay between 
the incident and Mr Pritchett 


being charged and between the 
charges and the trial. But jus- 
tice has been done.” 

Mr Pritchett, who has two 
grown-up married sons, has 
since stopped producing wine at 
his vineyard. Shortly before the 
shooting be had also lost his job 
through redundancy. 

Mr Hubbard added: “This is 
a man who has had one unfor- 


tunate event after another.” 
Mr Pritchett had denied that 
he intended to hit the two men 
on the night he opened fire. In 
a stammer which developed 
after the incident, he told the 
jury: “Standing there in the 
dark, I was a terrified man. I de- 
cided 1 was going to frighten 
them. I wanted them off my 
premises.” 
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It s so easy to 

improve your kids’ 

education. 

Sit down, put your feet up, 

watch a video. 


Jackson and Sony Tories left in a spin as 
to share Beatles party press chief quits 


In the time it takes to watch 
Coronation Street, our free 
v video will show you 
how easily a Macintosh 
Performs™ can make learning 
fun and fun a learning 
experience For your copy, call 
free on: 0800 234 800. 


DAVID LISTER 

Arts Correspondent 

Sony Music has paid around 
£65m to the Americm superstar 
Michael Jackson for joint own- 
ership of The Beatles songs cat- 
alogue, making it the third largest 
muse publisher in the world. 

The record company is already 
(he licensing agent for Beatles 
merchandising, a role it acquired 
a few months ago. And h now 
stands to make millions from re- 
newed interest in The Beatles. 

With the Beatles Anthology 
television series about to go ouL 
and the release of a double CD 
imminent, the deal could nor 
have come at a better time for 
Sony. One insider said last 
night: “If you can't have The 
Beatles, the next best things are 
the copyright to ail their songs 
and the merchandising.” 

Money will now be paid to 
Sony every time a Beaties 
record is played, even though 
The Beaties’ own record com- 
pany is Sony’s rival, EMI. 

Earlier this week, the sur- 
viving Beaties attacked Jackson 
for using their work in adverts. 
George Harrison was quoted as 
saying: “Unless we do some- 





Jackson: sharing ownership 

thing about it, every Beatles 
song is going to end up adver- 
tising bras and pork pies.” And 
Paul McCartney said that Jack- 
son had “cheapened” the songs 
released. 

Michael Jackson bought ihe 
rights to 250 Beaties' songs a 
decade ago for £30m. outbid- 
ding Paul McCartney. 

■ Paul McCartney was last 
night the first rock star to be 
awarded Britain's top music 
honour, the Fellowship of the 
Royal College of Music, putting 
him in the same company as 
Vaughan Williams, Benjamin 
Brilten and Gustav Holst. 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The Conservative Party’s elec- 
tion campaign machine was 
thrown out of gear last night 
when the head of its press 
office resigned because he was 
disenchanted with acting as a 
spin doctor. 

Senior Conservative Party 
sources said a dash of person- 
alities with Brian Mawhinney, 
the Conservative Party chair- 
man, led Hugh Cofver to resign 
from his post after only six 
months. 

His departure surprised col- 
leagues at Conservative head- 
quarters, but the sources said it 
was known he did not see eye 
to eye with Dr Mawhinney, 
who has a reputation for being 
a Lough boss. 

Mr Colvcr, 50, delivered his 
resignation letter to a surprised 
security guard 3t lam yesterday 
at toe Tbry party's offices in 
Smith Square, near Westmin- 
ster. However, he made it clear 
last night it was due to his own 
distaste for “spin doctoring”. 

“The job demands a political 
propagandist I am not that. You 
have to go zapping the other 


side, and I find that a bit dis- 
tasteftti. You have to be a cer- 
tain kind of animal, and I am 
not that type of animal,” he said 
last oight. 

Mr Mawhinney said he re- 
gretted Mr Colver's departure. 
“On reflection, he clearly feels 
his talents, considerable though 
they are, are not best-suited for 
handling the run-up lo the gen- 
eral election," he added. 

As a former Ministry of De- 
fence chief press officer, with a 
reputation for a safe pair of 
hands, he was hired by Dt 
M awhinney's predecessor, Je- 
remy Hanley, to end the series 
of gaffes which bad dogged the 
party chairman. 

After Dr Mawhinney's arrival 
it became dear to the party high 
command that the mild-man- 
nered Mr Colver, who moved 
from head of public relations at 
British Aerospace, was not the 
political street fighter they 
wanted to counter Labour's 
team of spin doctors led fay Alas- 
tair Campbell. 

His position was thrown into 
doubt by the temporary return 
of the Tories’ spin doctor, Tim 
Collins, the former press sec- 
retary to the Prune Minister in 


the 1992 general election. 

Dr Mawhinney appointed 
Mr Collins as his media c oh? 
sultant when Mr Collins was se- 
lected as the prospective 
parliamentary candidate foe 
Westmorland and Lonsdale,, 
forcing him to leave his civil ser- 
vice appointment as the deputy 
head of the Prime Minister’s 
Downing Street policy unit. 

Mr Collins was yesterday ap- 
pointed as the acting director of 
communications, but with a 
seat to fight at the next election 
it leaves the Tories with the dif- 
ficult task of finding a perma- 
nent person to fill the post. 

In other moves to bolster the 
Tory election machine,- Dr 
Mawhinney confirmed the ap- 
pointment of Sheila Gunn. 47, 
a Tunes journalist, as a spin doth 
tor at the Commons; Ceri 
Evans, 34, a BBC journalist, as . 
chief broadcasting officer; anti 
Paul Hooper, 42, a farmerSim 
journalist, as press relations 
officer; and Vanessa Ford, 32, 
a former press officer at Cen- 
tral Office as bis own chief of 
staff. John Gardiner, 38, private 
secretary to successive party 
chairmen, is leaving to become 
director of public affiurs at the 
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Cot-death campaign focuses on babies’ position 
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LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

A new cot death campaign aims 
to persuade parents to put 
babies to sleep on their backs 
with their feet at the foot of the 
cot to prevent them wriggling 
under the bedclothes and get- 
ting too hot. 

Joyce Epstein, secretary gen- 
eral of the Foundation for the 


Study of Infant Deaths, said yes- 
terday that over-heating is a 
recognised factor in cot deaths, 
and a number of victims have 
been found with blankets or 
bedding over their heads. 

The “feet to foot” campaign 
is being backed with posters and 
leaflets illustrating the correct 
position of the child in the col 

Ms Epstein said the cam- 
paign is part of the foundation’s 


efforts to update parents and 
parents-to-be on recommen- 
dations for reducing cot deaths. 

However, yesterday's initia- 
tive was linked to the launch of 
a “revolutionary" new c»t mat- 
tress by a leading retailer. “This 
mattress has a uniform surface 
which will reassure parents that 
their babies can be placed at the 
foot of the col," a press release 
from the foundation said. 


A spokeswoman for the foun- 
dation rejected criticism that the 
campaign had less to do with cot 
deaths than with promotion of 
the new mattress. “A lot of par- 
ents have contacted us because 
they are confused about the type 
of mattress to use.” She said the 
“feet tO foot” campaig n was 
aimed at parents of babies of 
nought to six months and was 
necessary because research has 


shown that between 18 and 22 
per cent of cot death victims aie 
found with bedclothes over their 

beads. 

The number of cot deaths 
was reduced by half following 
the Government’s “Back to 
Sleep” campaign launched by 
television personality, Anne 
Diamond in December. 1991. 
However, 10 babies stiU die 
from cot deaths every week. 
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rts urge ban on smacking children 


'{GLENDA COOPER 

■Leading childcare experts and 
lawyers have called for a 

fflS5L lt, ? c o r to lack,e 

.^otercc by and against children. 
mcl«Jng a smadring 

. tteabobaon of boring an d rig- 
orous potoyes on bu^ ^ 

le ° dcncies begin in 
. duldhood and are made worse 
;Dythe macho male attitudes" 

i-rsa" ** Comm ' ss jon 

“L£ Wdren **“* Violence 

-22™ W ^f ct up “ of 

the shocking murder of toddler 


James Bulger by two 1 l-year-dd 
boys in 1993. 

^ 0r who fear that 
children are becoming more ag- 
gressive, the Commission con- 
cludes that children are far 
more often the victims of vio- 
lence than the perpetrators. 

Babies under a year old are 
four times as likely as any oth- 
er group to be murder victims. 
One in seven li-ycar-olds re- 
ported being bullied ai school 
“often" or “quite often”. And 
one third of 12 to 2 5-ycar-olds 
reported assaults outside their 


homes, by adults or children. 

One in six children sLitl ex- 
periences severe violent pun- 
ishment and many arc beaten 
with bells and canes. The Com- 
mission, which heard from 400 
organisations and 500 children, 
says such “negative, violent and 
humiliating forms of discipline" 
should be banned, as Lhcsc be- 
come “significant in the devel- 
opment of violent attitudes and 
actions from a very early age". 

Other recommendations 
made hy the commission indude 
the abolition of boxing and any 


other activities where causing in- 
jury to an opponent is the aim; 
taxing alcohol more harshly to 
provide a real disincentive for 
children; a review on laws con- 
cerning the possession and use 
of airguns by children; a rigor- 
ous observation of the evening 
watershed on TV and the cre- 
ation of a Children's Rights 
Commissioner. 

“Wc arc faced with the 
choice. If we don't take specif- 
ic action now ... things will go 
down the American path to high 
levels of inter-personal vio- 


lence." warned Peter Newell of 
the organisation End Physical 
Punishment of Children 
(Epoch). 

And Sir William Ulling, 
chairman of the commission, 
added; ‘‘We must develop a cul- 
ture which disapproves of all 
forms of violence to children ... 
All the lessons of my working 
life point to the fact that vio- 
lence breeds misery: it does not 
resolve iL" 

The law should be changed 
to outlaw physical punishment, 
he said, and there should be a 


formal commitment to non-vi- 
olence. central and local co-or- 
dination of a UK-wide strategy 
against violence and a checklist 
for working towards a non- 
violent society. 

Allan Levy QC, a leading 
child law barrister, added: “We 
know it's not going to be easy 
hut wc are really trying to get 
from the highest level of gov- 
ernment right down to parents 
being aware and tiying to take 
measures to cut out violence." 

The report said that “the 
most potent of the risk factors" 


for children becoming violent 
“arc clearly sited in childhood 
and within the family —The best 
predictor of violence in adult- 
hood is violent behaviour in 
childhood". 

Although family break-up 
ran have an effect it is only “in- 
direct". while social deprivation 
can also play a part, as can prej- 
udice, discrimination and alco- 
hol. or other substance abuse. 

The report warns that there 
is still an ambivalent altitude to- 
wards violence in Britain, with 
physical punishment and de- 


liberate humiliation remaining 
“common and legally and so- 
cially acceptable". 

Violent images in sport and 
on TV must also play a part 
“which some commercial in- 
terests do not hesitate to feed 
and exploit”. 

The connection between 
mental illness and violence is 
also complex, with between 5 
and 10 per cent of adults and 
children involved in serious 
acts of violence classified as 
showing some form of menial 
disorder. 


Moving stories: Palace denies Windsor ‘retirement’ plans as Labour leader’s loyalty to heartland of fashionable left is questioned 



Official duties: The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh 
on the balcony of the shop', Buckingham Palace 

The Queen’s 
home could 
be her castle 


MARY BRA ID and 
DAVID LISTER 

From footman to lady-in-wait- 
ing. it is the talk of the Royal 
Household: the Queen is to 
trade the austere and soulless 
Buckingham Palace for Wind- 
sor Castle, her weekend retreat 
where the corgis ran free. 

Yesterday a Palace spokes- 
woman said rumours that 
restoration of the castle fol- 
lowing the 1992 fire was being 
speeded up so the Queen and 
the Duke of Edinburgh could 
shift their principal official res- 
idence were “complete specu- 
lation". Even with her grandson 
and heir within easier reach at 
nearby Eton, Majesty magazine 
was rather doubtful. But others 
in the know were not so sure. 

“Anything is possible now 
the Queen is getting older." said 
Brian Hoey, author of the first 
official tourist guide to Buck- 
ingham Palace. “The palace 
has always been the office and 
Windsor home. Living in the 
palace is like being in a cross be- 
tween a museum and the head- 


quarters of IBM. Maybe the 
Queen is looking towards re- 
tirement. Windsor is rather a 
grand geriatric residential 
home." 

A move to the country, same 
say, would make sense for the 
couple. The palace may be the 
capital's ultimate desres, boast- 
ing 500 rooms, a -marvellous 
view from the front balcony and 
the largest private back garden 
in London but-the Queen and 
Prince Philip have never hid 
their dislike of the place. 

The Duke of Edinburgh com- 
pares residing at the palace to 
living above the shop. On the 
Queen's succession, Winston 
Churchill had to persuade her 
to move there. Previous gener- 
ations of royals regretted Vic- 
toria’s decision to make the 
palace HQ. Edward VII judged 
it draughty and Georges V and 
VI took up residence with equal 
reluctance. 

Windsor, with its 1,000 rooms 
and the 5,000-acre Great Park, 
has that cosy feel the palace 
lacks, the current royals insist. 
Even the £40m fire repair bill 



Weekend retreat: The Queen relaxing aft Windsor Castle, a more appealing home despite its proximity to the Heathrow flightpath 


David Hartley/Rex Features 


enthusiasm for the place. Nei- 
ther has Windsor’s position on 
the flight path to Heathrow. The 
11th-century castle is fully dou- 
ble glazed; when her neighbours 
applied for free sound-proofing 
the Queen put in her own suc- 
cessful application. 

If a permanent move does 
take place, the royal living 
arrangements will not be revo- 
lutionised. The Queen leaves 
Buckingham Palace most Fri- 
days at about 2pm and seldom 
returns until Monday after- 
noon. Her London residence is 


hardly likely to be sold. But if 
the unthinkable happened, Lor- 
na Vestey, partner with up- 
market estate agents Knight 
Frank and Rutley says the 
palace, bought by George IB for 
£28,000 in 1762, would be 
snapped up. 

“It would bring £20 Om phis," 
said Ms Vestey, who thinks the 
likeliest buyer would be from 
the Middle or Far East The 
problem would be planning 
permission to change the prop- 
erty. “Can you imagine what the 
Holiday Inn would pay for it?" 
asked Mr Hoey. 




•Prestigious country property within Green Belt and 
definitely separated by busy motorway from Slough. 
'•Essential nearby amenities in chiding horse racing at Ascot 
. and Windsor Racecourses. Children are well catered for 
wlth gc^ k«al school (prior knowledge erf boat song an 
^ advantage). 

•Handy fw Heathrow; and easy journey into central 
;; London (Iri nonpeak hours..on Sun days. ~at night). 

. : & •Extensive pa^tand at rear excellent lor children. Some 
, ~ potoieptayat;' Lions and tigers have now been removed. 
t ^ So whdte'suea is now danger free, except for polo playing 
rj. prira»s Wfib taB off their horses, 
s -ffey&law^aRow family In residence to use the property’s 
• v-iteme^ flieir own. Again this means it is an advantage the 
Isrijbt^d in nearby Slough. 


M ftntfswCastte 
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•Urge private home in desirable location. Some traffic 
problems at front due to front gate leading straight on to a 
roundabout, but dose to several tube stations; secluded 
gardens at rear with barbed wire to deter intruders-^ 

most of them. . ~ .. 

•Pleasing balcony for gesturing at crowds, uan be .. 
dangerous when fireworks are being fired 
•A cart ai tarty novel feature is the flagpole. lack pfaffeg 
for 80 per cent of the year gives it a pleasin^.surrBaJ . 

•Asking price £200- £400m. not inducting ffergng ’ ■’ 
garderu No inquiries please from estranged 
t aw or Canadian disc jockeys. >. 

miimhed opportunities for hunting. 


Blair may abandon chattering 
classes in favour of upper classes 


ao 



and Tony Blair could be moving 


uaJ London housing market 
came out of recession, three 
years ago, nowhere has seen 
steeper price rises than Hotting 
Hill. Houses there are now 20 
per cent more expensive than . 
they were in the autumn of 
1992. The area has ovalaken 
Chelsea on the price ladder. 
Though the market is now 


stable, i 

of London, there is veiy little 
property for sale. As a Labour 
MP with a successful barrister 
wife; the £400,000 period ter- 
race in one of London’s trendi- 
er boroughs was a perfect 
home! Should they want some- 


wffl nave to pay nearly double. 


Savills has just sold one good 
family house in Notting HiB for 
£795,000. Their best bargain is 
an unmodernised house in 
Chepstow Place at £425,000, 
which would entail living with 
the buildeis for many months. 

There has been no official 
contact between the Blairs and 
any of the local estate agents, 
though they might be using a 
friend or buying agency to 
house-hunt for them. 

But in sp he of the cost, it 
would be a logical step for the 
Blair family. Notting Hill, in 
west London, is for nearer the 
Brampton Oratory, where their 
eldest son, Euan, is now at 
school. It is also on the right 
tube line for the law courts and 
convenient for Westminster. 

But for all its convenience 
and trendiness, Notting Hfil is 
stiU in a Conservative-con- 
trolled borough. 

For every Juwie, there are 
two tycoons of the Sainsbuty 
class. How wfl] it wash with the 
grass-roots, living in their 
council blocks up the road? It 
could be seen as the ultimate 
betrayaL 
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Thousands 
dying from 
microscopic 
pollution 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 


Microscopic airborne particles 
produced by traffic and other 
man-made sources are causing 
thousands of premature deaths 
each year and are the most dan- 
gerous type of air pollutant, the 
Government agreed yesterday. 

The victims of this “particu- 
late” pollution - tiny specks less 
than nne-hundredlh of a mil- 
limetre across - are people suf- 
fering horn chest illnesses, heart 
disease and. to a lesser extent, 
asthma. Many are elderly. 

Two Government-appointed 
expert panels presented reports 
on particulates yesterday: one 
on the health dangers, and one 
recommending a tough new air 
quality standard. 

Their findings increase pres- 
sure on the Cabinet to curb the 
growth in road traffic, especially 
diesel vehicles, which produce 
most of the particulates from 
transport. One possible re- 
sponse is to increase the duty on 
diesel to more than that for 
petrol in this month's Budget. 

Both expert groups told the 
Government that a range of 
•’well-conducted" health stud- 
ies had demonstrated a link be- 
tween rising levels of the 
pollutant and increasing hospi- 
tal admissions and deaths, at 
concentrations often found in 
British cities. 

Yesterday, ministers from 
three Government departments 
- health, transport and envi- 
ronment - said they accepted 
the two reports and promised 
to bring down levels of partic- 
ulates. They reiterated existing 
policies designed to curb the 
pollution, but did not announce 
any fresh ones. 

in the next few weeks, how- 
ever, the Government will 
launch a new strategy giving lo- 
cal councils more powers to reg- 
ulate traffic in order to reduce 
pollution. Council officers will 
be able to check vehicles at the 
roadside to see if exhaust fames 
meet legal limits. 

The standard recommended 


by the Expert Panel on Air 
duality Standards is a daily av- 
erage of 50 micrograms of par- 
ticulates per cubic metre of 
air. The Government said this 
standard was broken about 10 
per cent of the time in most 
large British cities. 

The standard, if implement- 
ed, would be one of the first for 
particulates in the world and 
also the toughest. The Gov- 
ernment said it accepted 50 mi- 
crograms as a “benchmark” 
and would consider whether it 
should be adopted as a target. 

Particulates are termed 
PM10 because each is around 
a ten-millionth of a metre 
across, or less - small enough 
to remain airborne for days and 
to be inhaled deep into the 1 
lungs. There are natural sources 
for them, such as salt from sea 
spray and soil dust. Even in un- 


polluted air they are present at 
levels of up to j 0 microcrams. 


levels of up to 30 micrograms. 

But during still, smoggy con- 
ditions in British cities, con- 
centrations often go above 100 
mkrograms per cubic metre and 
occasionally above 200. Levels 
are usually highest in winter. 

Epidemiological studies in 
the USA. Canada and the 
Netherlands suggest that each 
10 microgram rise increases 
the number of daily' deaths, hos- 
pital admissions and asthma at- 
tacks by at least 1 per cent 

The second group reporting 
yesterday, the Committee on 
the Medical Effects of Air Pbl- 
lulion. said these studies pro- 
vided “clear evidence" of a 
link. Similar studies arc getting 
under way in Britain. 

Translated to the UK, the 
findings imply that up to 10,000 
deaths each year are caused by 
PM10 levels of about 50 mi- 
crograms or higher - and many 
more hospital admissions. 

In addition, there could be 
long-term effects, such as can- 
cer. on the wider population 
from continuous exposure. Sev- 
eral other studies, some done in 
Britain, suggest such a fink, al- | 
though numbers of (hose af- 
fected are likely to be small. 
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The embattled Prison Service 
faced a renewed onslaught yes- 
terday with a fresh government 
report highlighting its failures 
and proposing further changes 
to its structures. 

But the service’s acting direc- 
tor general, Richard Tilt, who re- 




sacking over the fttrkhurst jail- 
break, attacked the rewswas “un- 


helpful and unwelcome",. . 

Mr Tat pointed out that many 
of the changes suggested by the 
Home Office review contradict- 
ed those urged by Sir John Lear- 
xnont in his inquixy into the 
escapes by the three prisoners on 
the Isle of Wght last year. : 

With the exception of all but 
a few of proposed e hang e s ,coiD- 
ing on top of a headquarters re- 
organisation only last year* Mr 
Tilt said the service wouldresist 
the recommendations. 

The starting point of the' re- 
port, a senior management re- 
view in a wider exa m i n a t ion of 
ail Civil Service departinetils, 
held that farther change was un- 
desirable. Bui after extensive in- 
terviews the team believed that 


Artist's challenge: Viewers contemplate Damian Hirst’s sculpture, Mother and Child Divided , featuring the bisected carcasses of a cow and calf 
In two water tanks, in central London yesterday at the Tate Gallery’s exhibition of artists shortlisted tor the Ttimer Prize Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 
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Union leader’s driver ‘was discourteous’ 


the last shake-up "had not been 
a success" and that despite some 


Union leader John Edmonds 
told an industrial tribunal 
yesterday how he had been 
“greatly embarrassed" by his 
chauffeur's lack of courtesy. 

Mr Edmonds, general secre- 
tary of the General Municipal 
Boilermakers union, also told 
the tribunal in Croydon, south 
London, that Tahir Raffi Janjua 
“screwed up” his timetable, be- 
cause he did not know routes 
properly, making him late for 
appointments. 

Mr Janjua. 38, of Norbuiy, 
south London, who was Mr Ed- 
monds's chauffeur from Feb- 
ruary 1993 to March last year 
when he was dismissed, is claim- 
ing racial discrimination against 
the union. 

Mr Edmonds said: “There 
were occasions when I was 
greatly embarrassed when Mr 
Janjua failed to provide the 



Disunion: John Edmonds (right) was not satisfied with 
the service from Tahir Janjua, the tribunal heard 


courteousness I would expect 
from any employee." 

He said Mr Janjua would 
take a quarter of an hour or 
more than normal on regular 
journeys between the GMB 


headquarters, in Wimbledon, 
south London, to central 
London. 

Mr Edmonds said he told Mr 
Janjua many times that he did 
not have to drive through 


Clapham to the city centre. “It 
was screwing up a large part of 
my days,” Mr Edmonds said. 

“I was getting pretiy fed up. 
I need time in my car as work 
time. The last thing 1 wanted to 
be was a back-seat driver." 

Mr Edmonds added that he 
found it difficult to read in the 
back of the car and his wife 
complained that Mr Janjua's 
driving made her car sick. 

Mr Janjua told him that a 
number of unions had better 
and newer cars than the Ford 
Granada he drove. 

T pointed out to him that the 
basic Granada could do 100.000 
miles and then we would renew 
it. He said that would take 
many years and it was noL good 
to keep a car that long." 

Mr Edmonds said that Mr 
Janjua then tried to persuade his 
personal assistant to try and 


talk him into getting a new car. 

On one occasion, Mr Ed- 
monds said, he had to struggle 
with baggage in one hand and 
an umbrella in the pouring 
rain, but Mr Janjua did not open 
the car door for him. “It would 
have been helpful if Mr Janjua 
had taken the hag off me. I had 
to put things down before I 
could get in~the car." he said. 

Mr Edmonds said Mr Janjua 
was quiet and courteous until he 
was told to do something that 
he did not want to do. 

Mr Edmonds said there had 
been no reference to racial dis- 
crimination in any of the disci- 
plinary hearings and appeals 
which led to Mr Janjua’s dis- 
missal and that the union 
considered the claim to be 
“frivolous - . 

The hearing was adjourned 
until today. 


a success" and that despite some 
progress the service was “ failing 
to meet ministerial require- 
ments in a number of areas”. 

One of the key recommends- . 
dons, accepted by the service, is 
the drawing together of the six 
top security priscms-Franldand, 
Full Sutton. Long Lartin, 
Parkhurst, Wakefield and White- 
moor - and Betmarsh, under a 
single, board-level director. 

However, it also called for a 
new directorate of policy and op- 
erational standards to take oyer 
the responsibilities of the pre- 
sent director of security and the 
director of health care, which Mr 
TilL himself former director of 
security, said he opposed. - 

Mr TTk was also critical of the 
more general attacks on the ser- 
vice. The criticism observed in 
this report are unhelpful and un- 
welcome at this particular point 
in time,” he said, “it’s a distrac- 
tion from what I consider to be 
the important task of holding the 
establishments together and de- 
livering the service." 
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The all new Yamaha CVP 


Clavinovas are the most powerful and sophisticated digital 
pianos we have ever made. 

With superb new sounds, rhythms and accompaniments, 
they simply have to be heard to be believed. 

That's why our comprehensive information pack indudes 
a free demonstration cassette cape. 

And why we're confident that within seconds of playing 
one of the new CVP Clavinovas, you'll agree with 
jools too. 


All the plus points 
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^^ ft1 °* > ^ 10 * ) ' a: As police investigate murder in city pick-up area, survey shows young homosexuals most at risk from assaults 
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One in three 
gays is victim 
of violence 


> \* 


Community in fear: Colin Damp (left) and Peter Hardman, joint landlords of The Swallow, a gays’ pub in Plymouth 


Stigma creates fear 
of reporting attacks 
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JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

More than a third of gay men 
and women - and hul T of those 
aged under J 8 - have been vic- 
tims of homophohic violence in 
the past five years, the largest 
survey of its kind reveals. 

The preliminary results of the 
unpublished stud)’ come the 
day after a 54-year-old man was 
murdered in a park in Ply- 
mouth and another was critically 
injured after being savagely 
beaten in what is believed to be 
a case of gay bashing. Both men. 
who were found just after mid- 
night in a well-known gay pick 
up area, had (heir genitalia 
and faces slashed with craft 
knife and were severely beaten 
around (he head. 

They arc suspected of being 
victims of an increasing number 
of anti-gay assaults. A nation- 
wide survey of 3,166 lesbians, 
gay men, and bisexuals, found 
that 35 per cent had suffered vi- 
olent attacks at least once since 
1990. The study, try Stonewall, 
the national lesbian and gay 
campaign group, found that 
many were attacked on nu- 


merous occasions. The t nil re- 
sults are expecred to he pub- 
lished in several months. 

Nine per cent of the people 
who answered questionnaires 
had been “systematically' beat- 
en up. 16.5 per ceni had been 
hit. punched or kicked, and 4.5 
per cent had been assaulted with 
a w eapon. About one in 10 had 


Stonewall’s nationwide 
survey of gsys and 
lesbians showed that: 

• 35 per cent had suf- 
fered violence because 
of their sexuality 

• 16.5 per cent had 
teen hit, punched or 
kicked 

• 4.5 per cent had been 
attacked with a weapon 

objects. such as bricks, thrown 
at them, and about the same 
number again had experienced 
other forms of violence, such as 
being pushed around. 

Stonewall asked the respon- 
dents only to include violence 
that they knew was motivated 
by hatred for gays. 

' Black and disabled gay peo- 




pic suflered the highest level of 
violence. Younger people were 
also more likely to be attacked. 
Almost 52 per cent of gays 
aged under 18 had experienced 
homophobic violence. In the IS 
to 25 age group, it fell io 41 per 
cent, and for over-6Ds it was 10 
per cent. There was little dif- 
ference between men and 
women - about 36 per cent of 
males had been victims, com- 
pared with just over 3 1 per cent 
of remales. 

Stonewall said the attacks 
recorded in their study were of- 
ten carried out outside known 
gay pubs or clubs and in parks 
or toilets used by homosexuals 
for sex. There has been grow- 
ing concern among gays at an 
apparent rise in such attacks. 

Angela Mason, director of 
Stonewall, said: “This large sur- 
vey painty a picture of system- 
atic violence and bigotry. The 
figures about young people 3re 
particularly disturbing.' 

At a conference on ami gay 
violence in Manchester on Sat- 
urday Ms Mason will call for an 
initiative between gays, the po- 
lice, support groups and local 
authorities, to tackle the crime. 




Few people in Plymouth are 
Openly homophohic. but as in 
most provincial cities gay meu 
or women do not hold hands in 
public. 

Instead most of the city ’s ho- 
mosexual community prefer to 
restrict their public exposure to 
nothing more obvious than the 
lights erf the city’s three gay and 
lesbian pubs and one gay club. 

“The general attitude in Ply- 
mouth is one of fear and lack 
of confidence. Gay people are 
scared of stirring up homo- 
phobia and don’t want to stick 
their head over the parapet,” 
said social worker Jonathan 
Madlev. one of the city's few 
publicallv outspoken gay men. 

"If you held a gay pride ral- 
ly' in Plymouth about five peo- 
ple would turn up,” be added. 

But just after midnight on 
Tuesday that changed. The in- 
sular world of the West Coun- 
try gay community is now under 
the spotlight. The catalyst for 
change was the severely beaten 
bodies of two men who were 
found King 200 yards apart in 
the ci tv's Central Park. 

Tem- Sweet. 64. died short- 
ly after the police arrived. His 
attackers had slashed bis geni- 
talia and face and savagely hit 
him around the head. The oth- 
er as vet unidentified man. who 
is believed to be in his 40s, has 
similar injuries. Last night he 
was still unconscious and in a 
critical condition in hospital. 

Yesterday three men were be- 
ing questioned by police. Mr 
Sweet lived alone and was well 
known within the Plymouth 


Jason Bennetto reports on 
Plymouth’s insular gay community 






gay community. He had spilt 
with his wife several years ago. 

A friend said yesterday that 
he had seen him alone in the 
park an hour before he died. 
The man added that Mr Sweet 
often cut through the park logo 
home after the pubs closed 
and did not go there for sex. 

Yesterday the area where 
the bodies were found was cor- 
doned off. The park is one of 
the three main ■‘cruising’’ areas 
in Plymouth where gay men and 
some supposedly “straight” 
men meet for sex. Also dose by 
is a public toilet used for “cot- 
lasing” or sex 

Earlier this year the toilet was 
the target of a police operation. 
But the police now want the gay 
community to help them. They 
have set up a confidential tele- 
phone line, manned ty social 
workers, for people to ring and 
give details of previous beatings. 

There have been numerous 
attacks on gay men, particular- 
ly in the past six months, but the 
police only get to hear about a 
handful. 

Bob was one of those victims. 
As he left the park one night a 
gang of youths set upon him. He 
did not "contact police because 
when a similar thing happened 
he says he was told by a detec- 
tive “if you go there what do you 
expect”. “People are scared to 
report things, they don’t want 
the stigma or retribution and the 


usual ‘don’t care’ response from 
the police,” he said. 

Rod is another example. 
About two weeks ago he was 
beaten by a group of people who 
overheard him tell a woman 
who was getting too “friendly'' 
at a club that he was gay. He 
needed hospital treatment but 
refused to tell the police. 

Plymouth is not particularly 
squeamish about sex - it has a 
notorious red light district and 
a history of sex connected with 
its status as a garrison town for 
the Royal Navy. Royal Marines, 
and Army. Added to a popula- 
tion of about 270,000 it appears 
doubly strange that the gay 
community appears so timid. 

Jonathan Madlcy was struck 
by this when he arrived from 
London in 1988. “I was used to 
people being out and loud. The 
gay community here is very 
dispersed and unorganised. 
As an example he points to at- 
tempts to set up a discussion fo- 
rum about gay issues which 
folded due to lack of interest. 

Colin Damp, landlord of the 
Swallow pub, a gay hang out, 
said: “The gay community is not 
very close knit and will go out 
of its way not to rock the boat 
or draw attention to itself.” 

Several gay people blamed 
the fear on an anti-bomopho- 
bic atmosphere created by the 
militaiy presence. Openly gay 
people make ready targets. 
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At Abbey National we’ve a choice of mortgages you’ll really feel at 
home with. 

Our range of mortgages for Home Movers includes: 

• Fixed rates from 5.99% 6.2% APR until 31st January 1998. 

• Discounted variable rate mortgages with discounts of up to 2.75%. 

• A Cashback mortgage of up to £6,000. 

What’s more, all our fixed rate and discounted variable rate mortgages 
come with a refund towards your valuation costs, up to £320. 

And our special offers for existing Abbey National mortgage customers 
moving home are even better. 

To discuss which option is right for you, why not talk to one of our 
experienced mortgage advisors. Simply contact your local branch or call 
us free on 0800 100 800 , Monday to Friday 8.00am to 9.00pm or 
Saturday 8.00am to 4.00pm, quoting reference A368A. 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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Education standards: Independent think-tank says pupils' behaviour and effective leadership are crucial to making progress 
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Inner-city 
schools find 
elusive key 
to success 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Heads of successful schools arc 
unobtrusive team leaders who 
listen to their staff, not the 
charismatic and domineering 
figures of popular myth, ac- 
cording to a new report on 
inner-city schools, published 
yesterday. 

Good pupil behaviour 
emerged as even more impor- 
tant than had previously been 
thought in determining a 
school's success. 

Two schools of the II sur- 
veyed had prefect systems, but 
the most significant common 
feature was that the codes of 
conduct were clearly Said down. 

Well-kept and " littcr-free 
buildings also play a vital role 
in raising standard's says the re- 
port from the National Com- 
mission on Education, an 
independent think-tenk. 

The report, published just a 
week after a Government “hit 
squad" recommended the clo- 
sure of Hackney Downs School 
in London, tells the story of 1 1 
schools with many disadvan- 
taged children Lhai have suc- 
ceeded against the odds. 

It cites a Welsh primary 
school where the head has bro- 
ken down barriers with children 
by putting lizards in his office 
and allowing the children and 
their parents to come in and 
tend them at any time. 

.At a Birmingham girls' school 
where 60 per cent of pupils are 
on free school meals - against 
a national average of 16 per 
cent) - the percentage of top 
GCSE grades has risen from 2 
to 29 per cent in the last six 
years. 

Professor Margaret Madcn. 
co-author of the study, attacked 
Government inspectors for ex- 
pecting failing schools to rum 
around ovcmighL Real im- 
provement look many years. 

The commission sent teams 
representing education, business 
and the community into the 
schools, including such figures 


Souness takes huge 
cut in libel award 


RHYS WILLIAMS 

Graeme Souness. the former 
Liverpool and Glasgow Rangers 
manager, has agreed to a mas- 
sive reduction in the £750,000 li- 
bel damages he won from Mirror 
Group Newspapers last June. 

Mr Souness sued the People 
after it ran a front-page inter- 
view with his first wife, Danielle, 
in which she accused him of be- 
having like a “dirty rat", telling 
her to “get stuffed" when she 
asked for money to feed and 
clothe their children. 

Following an eight-day High 
Court hearing during which the 
paper was accused of acting with 
“all the courage of a dead chick- 
en and less decency than an el- 
derly skunk". Mr Souness 
received the highest award by a 
British jury against a national 
newspaper - the £lm Elton 
John won from the Sun in I98S 
was an out-of -court settlement 

Mr Justice Moriand, who told 
the jury not to award “extrava- 
gant” damages. ordered a stay on 
£500,000 of the settlement pend- 
ing an appeal by the Minor 
Group, due to have been heard 
at the High Court next week. 

In a statement issued through 
his solicitors, the former Liv- 
erpool star - who now manages 
the Turkish club Galatasaray • 
said be was content to settle for 



Souness: Name cleared 

£100.000. plus costs thought to 
amount to between £350,000 
and £400,000. 

Mr Souness added: “I have 
been advised that because of le- 
gal precedent, it would be sen- 
sible to accept a more moderate 
sum. My sole purpose has al- 
ways been to clear my name." 

Gerard Cukier, Mr Sounesss 
solicitor, said yesterday that 
the Court of Appeal had a his- 
tory of substantially reducing 
high awards by juries and that 
£100,000 broadly represented 
the figure the judges would 
have had in mind. “We accept 
that £750,000 was a large sum 
and probably was excessive, 
but ... it reflected what the jury 
felt about the newspaper’s treat- 
ment of Graeme Souness." 


‘Easterners’ tops the 
complaints ratings 


RHYS WILLIAMS 

Eostenders provoked more com- 
plaints than any other television 


to research published by the 
Broadcasting Standards Coun- 
cil yesterday. 

Releasing its annual survey of 
listeners* and viewers’ concerns, 
the statutory body for moni- 
toring standards of taste rind 
decency in British broadcasting 
said that the BBCl soap opera 
attracted 47 complaints, near- 
ly half of which referred to the 
on-screen lesbian relationship 
between Della Alexander and 
Binne Roberts. 

A further third related to vi- 


olence, particularly at the dim ax 
of the storyline involving Grant 
Mitchell's aggressive lodger at 
the Queen Vic, Dougie. 

Cracker, the gritty TTV dra- 
ma series, featuring Robbie 
Coltrane as police psychologist 
Fiiz, prompted 46 complaints - 
mostly about sex and violence 
- followed by Jeremy Hardy 
Speaks to the Nation, with 38 
complaints, and Billy Connolly's 
World Tour of Scotland. 

The most complalned-about 
television advertisements were 
for lingo, which parents felL 
were too frightening for chil- 
dren. and Neutralia shower gel 
which showed a brief glimpse of 
a nipple. 
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as Howard Davies, Deputy 
Governor of the Bank of 
England. 

They found that the head, 
good pupil behaviour, careful 
measurement of pupils' 
progress, common purpose, the 
environment and relationships 
with parents and the community 
were all key factors in schools' 
success. 

The word “understated" is 
more likely to be used about a 
successful' head than “charis- 
matic". As one teacher put it: 
“The overriding impression of 
the head is one of irresistible 
cheerfulness in u low-key and 
unobtrusive way.” 

Clean and bright buildings 
w ere a feature of all 1 1 schools. 
“When the head wanted to im- 
prove the staff room by paint- 
ing the walls and re-covering the 
chairs. I thought she should be 
spending the money on books. 
Now- l know why.” said one 
teacher. 

Another school put “beauti- 
ful and interesting things" such 
as plants and fish tanks through- 
out the school, and repaired 
broken windows immediately. 

Sometimes, the very threat of 
closure drew parents and teach- 
ers together, so that they were 
able to raise standards. “It was 
noteworthy that in these schools 
the will to succeed was strength- 
ened, rather than weakened by 
calamities." 

Launching Lhe report yes- 
terday, Robin Squire, the 
Schools Minister, said “There 
is much more consensus about 
what is needed to help schools 
to help themselves. There is a 
growing culture of self-im- 
provement in our schools." 

David Blunkctt, Labour's ed- 
ucation spokesman, said the ex- 
ample of the 11 schools was 
inspiring. “I get tired of hear- 
ing about people who feel they ! 
are hard done by when others | 
who have been even more hard l 
done by are actually doing 
something about iL" 

Success Against the Odds is 
published by Routledge. £8.99. 




How to achieve 


LOUISE JURY 

Alongside the pbotographsand 

the brightly coloured artwork on 
the walls lies one of the keys to 

Columbia Primary School s suc- 
cess. The Behaviour Policy. 

“We’ve all got a very dear un- 
derstanding that you can’t have 
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Success story: Children line up at the inner-city Columbia Primary School in East London Photograph: Dylan Bryden 


COMET'S 
BEST EVER CHOICE 
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atmosphere,' 5 ' headteacher Pen- 
ny Bentley said yesterday. 

The teachers and helpers 
have their responsibilities, the 
parents have theirs and the 
children's were clearly enacted 
as the seven- and eight-year-olds 
walked in an orderly line to and 
from assembly. 

“The whole school wrote the 
paliev. including children and 
parents. We put quite a lot of 
energy into implementing it, 
Ms Bentley explained. 

But if there is one factor that 
highlights difference be- 
tween Columbia Primary in the 
deprived London borough of 
Tower Hamlets and schools in 
more prosperous areas it is the 
policy document itself. Like 
the welcome sign at the school 
entrance, the policy comes in 
both English and Bengali. 


When the first youngsters ar- 
rive from the age of three up- 
wards, most speak Sjtoeti .Only 
eight per cent have Engh^as 

a first language. There are 14 cBff- 
ferent languages among the 450 
pupils and the 15 teachers have 
the support of five «-lingiid col- 
leagues and assistants to help the 
chfldren team the language raw* 
of their parents do not speak. 

“You have to start with a con- 
viction that thesechikiren can do 
h, that these children are as able 
and brave and wonderful as any 
children and that they can 
achieve as highly as other chil- 
dren," said Ms Bentley. 

In Vanessa Chadwick's class, 
the nine- and 10 -year-olds were 
busy on different tasks. “Over die 
fortnight, they have six activities 
which cover areas of the cur- 
riculum and the)' do them in 
whatever order they want," Ms 
Chadwick said. “The essence fe 
to encourage independent work- " 
ing and flunking about how to 
pace themselves.'’ 

it was, said Ms Bentley, pleas- 
ant to be recognised for achiev- 
ing “against the odds". . 
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Seeking traffic solutions: Congestion boosts market for technology and fuels demands for a motorway hold ups arbitrator 


Cars ‘could have 
computer route 
finders in 5 years’ 
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CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

TRANSPORT CORRESPONDENT 

TamDy cars could be fined with 

cheap, easy-to-use computerised 
- route planners within five years, 
the Transport minister, Steven 
Norris, said yesterday. 

Speaking just before visiting 
foe world congress on intelligent 
transport systems in Yokohama, 
Japan, Mr Norris said the tech- 
nology for such devices is large- 
ly developed and would prove 
very popular. 

The planners first locate the 
exact position of the vehicle by 
receiving signals from a network 
of satellites. Then the driver 
punches the destination into the 
on-board computer which will 
work out the best route, taking 
into account factors such as one- 
way streets or blocked-off 
roads. The system can also be 
programmed to Lake extra in- 
formation, such as the location 


of shops, hotels or restaurants. 

The system can be updated as 
the map is provided on a com- 
pact disc from which information 
is input to the computer and new 
CDs will be provided by the 
manufacturers. Mr Nonis said 
that about 10 per cent of mileage 
is wasted by drivers either mak- 
ing a mistake and going the 
wrong way, or by not taking the 
best possible route. He said: 
“These devices could result in 
considerable savings in mileage 
and reduced congestion.” 

The system is not vet avail- 
able in Britain because the de- 
velopment of the map has not 
been completed, but it should 
be available next year. Already 
a European co-operation pro- 
gramme. Socrates, is working on 
developing a system which 
would also provide information 
on traffic congestion through a 
connection with the mobile 
telephone network which would 


automatically update lbe on- 
board computer. 

The technology could also be 
used as the basis for a road- 
lolling system, although most ex- 
pert sYe cl that this may not be 
possible because the require- 
ments are very different. Road 
tolling has. in any case, been 
postponed because of techno- 
logical problems and its intro- 
duction is unlikely until well into 
the next decade. 

Ian Catling, who runs a con- 
sultancy specialising in this field, 
said that Britain had a lead in 
the technology five yean! ago but 
now was behind Germany and 
Japan: “In Japan over half a mil- 
lion cars already have similar 
navigation computers because 
the government helped to fund 
the development of the com- 
puterised map. In Germany, 
people buying 7-series BMWs 
are offered them as an option- 
al extra costing around £2.000.” 



AA calls for a 
roads watchdog 


Photograph: Andy Stennmg 


LOUISE JURY 

An independent motorway 
watchdog with traffic jara-bjist- 

■ m powers is needed to fight on 
behalf of road- use re, the head 
of the Automobile Association 
said yesterday. 

Sir Ralph Can-Ellison, the 
AA’s chairman, said there wss 
■ an urgent need for a body with 

minute-by-minute concern and 

responsibility for traffic condi- 
tions on UK motorways . 

Expanding on previous AA 
appeals for some kind of “roads 
service director". Sir Ralph 
added: “We must treat travellers 
as customers everywhere in our 
transport svstem. Whether they 
axesitting for hours in motor- 
way roadworks, or waiting for 
buses that haven't arrived, they 
need to know that someone is 
aware and cares. 

The suggestion came as part 
of a wide-ranging speech at the 
organisation’s national motor- 
ing awards lunch in London, 
which was also attended by the 
Secretary of Slate for Transport 
Sir George Young. 

Afterwards. Paul Wallers, the 
organisation's head of roads and 


transportation policy, said the 
government Highway Agency's 
own research showed that the 
public wanted an independent 
arbitrator to act on their behalf. 

“They want someone who 
can step in and deal with un- 
necessary delays caused by con- 
tractors or works or whatever. 
Thev want someone who can 
evaluate the cost of delays to the 
community and bring pressure 
to bear.'" 

Although the motorways and 
trank roads under the Highways 
Aaencv control comprise only 
a small part of the roads net- 
work, they cany 3U per cent of 
traffic. Resolving problems on 
the motorways would go a long 
way to easing the public's traf- 
fic concerns, Mr Watters said. 
An independent watchdog 
“with teeth" could be a lever to 
achieve that. 

At the awards lunch. Sir 
Ralph also spoke about the 
need to develop a national 
transport plan. “It is 18 years 
since the Government pub- 
lished a White Paper on trans- 
port policy - a new way forward 
is urgently needed to be 
mapped out," he said. 
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Church and state: Campaign to reform law on marriage falters as opposition grows in run-up to referendum 

Irish vote 
on divorce 
heads for 
close finish 


ALAN MURDOCH 

Dublin 

The Irish Republic's divorce ref- 
erendum campaign is heading 
for a nail-biting last fortnight 
with an opinion poll yesterday 
showing support for its intro- 
duction down to just 52 per cent. 

The poll in the Irish Times 
showed the pro-divorce vole has 
slumped six points in two weeks 
while the opposition has 
strengthened to 35 per cent, 
with don't knows up Tour points 
to 13 per cent. Voting lakes 
place on 24 November. 

In a campaign marked by the 
low profile of the Catholic cler- 
gy and scarce reference to Vat- 
ican dogma, opposition 
arguments have increasingly 
stressed the social and eco- 
nomic costs of divorce. 

Divorce is banned under the 
1937 constitution. The refer- 
endum asks people whether 
they wish to remove the bar and 
allow the right to remarry. 

In the last attempt at reform. 
Garrett Fitzgerald's ill-prepared 
19Sfi coalition campaign saw an 
early pro-div orce majority be- 
come a 63.5 per cent "vote 
against. Then, Catholic ortho- 
doxy was reinforced with a 
scare campaign warning of 
physical eviction of wives and 
children from family homes. 

The present government 
campaign, backed by a 
Ir£5iXMXXK) publicity campaign, 
at first seemed secure, with 69 
per cent in May favouring the 
introduction of divorce. 

That majority has been 
steadily eroded by a hard-hitting 
"No" campaign alleging “Di- 
vorce damages children", claim- 
ing it would cost an extra lfi per 
cent in tax, a suggestion dis- 
missed by the government. 

This appeal to the wallets of 
perhaps Europe's most heavi- 
ly-taxed workforce echoes the 
killer punch of 1986. when 
divorce was presented espe- 


cially to rural voters as an 
insidious virus likely to break up 
family farms. 

This year’s more sophisti- 
cated arguments cite data 
claiming growing divorce in 
Britain and the US is directly 
linked to increased poverty. In 
a relatively muted government 
campaign, ministers reply that 
this is muddled thinking, argu- 
ing the wider marital breakdown 
problems is the root problem. 

Canvassing from the pulpit is 
now less overt The clergy's 
influence is waning, under- 
mined by recent scandals over 
clerical sex abuse. In a recent 
poll 75 per cent of respondents 
had “mixed, little or no confi- 
dence" in Church leaders. 

Traditionalist thinking lingers 
on in the explicit Anti-Divorce 
Campaign assertion that the 
4 percent of separated couples 
should not have access to re- 
marriage to “protect" the first 
marriages of die % per cent of 
couples who have not. 

Such “Catholic State for a 
Catholic people" sentiments 
anger the minority Protestant 
Church of Ireland. 

But divorce's leading oppo- 
nents argue that allowing di- 
vorce will lead to a rise in 
marital breakdown that would 
not otherwise occur, as couples 
end strained marriages they 
could otherwise have repaired. 

The Catholic bishops' only re- 
cent intervention dubbed the di- 
vorce proposal a “bad law" 
that threatened “serious moral, 
spiritual and social implica- 
tions for generations". 

The law reform minister. 
Mervyn Taylor, insists legislation 
since 1989 covering judicial 
separation and- family home 
protection has closed holes that 
sank the Fitzgerald campaign. 
He says the issue now is simply 
the right to remarry, and voting 
"Yes" is merely offering “a sec- 
ond chance" to S0.000 separat- 
ed citizens. 



From wedlock to deadlock: A pro-divorce poster in Dublin highlights the plight of separated people unable to re-marry Photograph: Eamonn Farrell 

Couple rejects the English 
solution to an Irish problem 





David Herman and his partner Maureen: unable to many 


David Herman, a former elec- 
trical engineer with the Irish 
State Electricity Supply Board, 
married in 1967 at the of 28. 

The marriage broke up amid 
“terrible rows" after 10 years, 
writes Alan Murdoch. 

Several years later he formed 
a relationship with his new 
partner Maureen, a former civ- 
il servant They have lived to- 
gether since 1982 but although 
a judicial separation was agreed 
a year after the split with ms ex- 
wife, they have been unable to 
many because of divorce ban. 

Mr Herman, 56, has two 
children from his marriage, a 
son of 24 and a daughter of 21, 
who were brought up by their 
mother, to whom he paid main- 
tenance payments. 


He has no interest in pursu- 
ing a foreign divorce and says 
this would be impractical since 
he would have to establish 
domicile in another jurisdiction. 
“A foreign divorce is extreme- 
ly doubtful [legally] here. Any- 
way I would prefer to have an 
Irish solution rather than trek- 
king off to England. [Ireland] is 
a great country for moving our 
problems elsewhere. 

“I would also like to see the 
state facing up to the Church 
and producing laws which do 
not, or should not. necessarily, 
please the Church." Though 
bom a Catholic, he dismisses the 
idea of a Church annulment in 
which the marriage is ended in 
the eyes of the Church, as “an 
intellectual cop-out". 


He rejects claims that there 
is any serious distinction be- 
tween those given Church an- 
nulments and the large mass of 
separated couples who had un- 
happy marriages. 

Elis own experience has left 
him unconvinced by sugges- 
tions that continuing a failed 
marriage is always better for 
children than divorce. Mr Her- 
man. who took early retire- 
ment in 1939 to write books on 
hill-walking, accepts break-ups 
are difficult for children. 

He says his own separation, 
when the children were five and 
three, “affected them very bad- 
ly." but believes that m the 
longer term an end to the par- 
ents’ conflict meant a far less 
troubled upbringing for them. 


Cancer 
patients 
‘are not 
told 
enough’ 

1 tz HUNT 

Health Editor 

Almost half of patients told they 
have cancer are given no in- 
formation about the disease or 
their prognosis, and 45 per cent 
only get between 3 and 14mm- 
utes with the doctor at the di- 
agnosis, according to a survey. 

About l in 10 hears the bad 
news from a GP over the tele- 
phone. while 11 per cent say 
they were told on the ward or 
in a hospital corridor _ 
The survey by BACUr 
(British Association of Cancer 
United Patients) revealed many 
distressing examples of com- 
munication breakdown between 
doctors and their p atien ts, 
according to Jean Mossman, 
chief executive. “One patient 
who had had a blood test was 
told over the phone “Oh yes, it 
was positive, you have got 
leukaemia." she said. 

In another incident a spe- 
cialist spotted a patient with nis 
wife in a corridor and launched 
into the diagnosis: “There is 
something nasty in the famfly." 

Speaking at the launch of 
BACUP’S new patient guide for 
people living with cancer. The 
/tight to Know . Ms Mossman 
said that 95 per cent of patients 
say it is vital to receive as much 
information as possible. “No- 
body deserves to be treated with 
indiff erence or not given the 
whole truth." she said. 

Tom Sackvflle. the health 
minis ter, said the guidelines 
provided the essentials for good 
practice for professionals and 
health authorities and covered 
the impact of cancer on patients 
and their families, what infor- 
mation they are entitled to re- 
ceive and 'how to tailor the 
information to individuals: 
“[The Government] is making 
substantia] organisational 
changes to cancer care, what 
BACUP is doing is comple- 
mentary to that," he said. 

About AX) patients took part 
in the telephone survey diking; 
October. 

■ The Kigjhl to Know: large SAE 
from BACUP, 3 Bath Place, 
Rivingfon Street, London 
EC2A 3JR; Freephone helpline 
available on 0800 18119. 
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You stroll into the showroom, little 
knowing what fate has in store. 

Suddenly, you're confronted by the 
striking profile of the Xantia Dimension. 

You're stunned. You're ushered inside 
and the door is closed firmly behind you. 
Silence. You are alone with your thoughts. 
You cast an eye over your new surroundings. 
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Velour upholstery, remote control RDS 
stereo, electric sunroof and metallic or 
pearlescent colours. 

You anticipate unreasonable demands. 

But no. £12,425* for a Xantia Dimension 
with the new 1-8i multivalve engine. Or 
£13,410* for the 13 Turbo Diesel. 

You're free at last to savour anew the 
open road, with the Xantia's acclaimed 
performance and roadholding to help you 
on your way. 

To effect your release at the earliest 
opportunity, call 0800 262 262 now for 
details of your nearest Citroen dealer. 

The sooner you open negotiations 


the better. 
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Lilley’s despair at 
cuts shows lurch to 
right, says Labour 
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DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

The Government was yesterday 
accused of a further “lurch to 
the right ' after it had emerged 
that Peter LiUey. Secretary of 
Slate for Social Security, had 
warned the Treasury that its pnv 
pusai to cut his department's 
staff -fills me with despair". 

The accusation by Labour 
came amid a big party political 
row over the leak to Chris 
Smith. Labour's social security 
spokesman, showing that Mr 
Liilcy has agreed cuts in his bud- 
get of f-M Hjm next year rising to 
llhn in three years' time. 

A letter trom Mr Liilcy in 
William Waldegrave. Chief Scc- 
retary to the Treasury, warned 
that the impact on the DSS of 
Treasury proposals to cut run- 
ning costs would be "devastat- 
ing". and added: "Quite apart 
from the political fallout as 
service becomes chaotic. lam 
convinced - for reasons I've ex- 
plained - that we would be cul- 
ling off our noses to spite our 
faces." 

Labour sources suggested 
lost night this could he a refer- 
ence to the difficulties posed by 
stafl cuts in hunting down so- 
cial security traud - itself be- 
lieved to be an important 
component of the savings Mr 
Liilcy has already agreed. 

Mr Lillee's letter, sent on 24 


October, reveals the Treasury 
was seeking a new 70 to Rfl per 
cent youth rale for 4OO.UO0 un- 
der-25s claiming housing ben- 
efit - which has already been 
pegged to the average market 
rent level. Mr Lilley warns that 
this would require a BUI which 
would be "Too great a risk at this 
stage of a Parliament''. 

But he announces officials 
have found a way to make an 
immediate saving of £25m a 
year by switching many of the 
143JXW people incapacitated by 
industrial injury tu retirement 
allowances worth a quarter of 
the £38.20 maximum reduced 
earnings allowances they receive 
at prcsenL 

Mr Lilley refused in a BBC 
radio interview l< ■ he drawn on 
the details in the leaked letter 
- first published in yesterday's 
Independent - which shows he 
offered to make cuts in housing 
and industrial injury benefit as 
well as damping down on ben- 
efits for single parents. 

“Blair said Labour were 
abandoning their opposition to 
reform, 'thinking the unthink- 
able'. and producing plans to 
curb benefit spending," he said 
in a statement “Vet today Chris 
Smith reverts to the old Labour 
policy of knee-jerk opposition 
to any proposals for welfare re- 
form. Social security already 
costs every w orking person £15 
everv working dav. Without mv 


reforms, all opposed by Labour, 
the social security budget would 
continue to outstrip the nation's 
ability to pay." 

However, the fact that even 
Mr LiUey. widely regarded as a 
Thatcherite, was resisting Trea- 
sury demands, is regarded by 
Labour as further evidence of 
a lurch to the right by the Gov- 
ernment and one which is cost- 
ing it dear in public support 

The letter shows Mr Lilley 
had consented to the aboUtion 
for new claimants of the £5.20- 
a-week lone parent premium, 
paid to those on income sup- 
port, and to the freezing of the 
one-parent benefit paid to sin- 
gle mothers regardless of their 
income. The lone parent pre- 
mium would also be frozen for 
existing claimants in a move that 
would hit some of Britain's 
poorest parents. 

Chris Smith, under pressure 
to explain how Labour would 
reduce the social security bud- 
get said: "I want tax cuts, but 
seasible tax cuts - and this is not 
the way to go about achieving 
those. The solution is not to 
remove benefit from people 
who need it it is to get people 
back into work." 

Refusing to commit a future 
Labour government to revers- 
ing the cuts, if they are made, 
he said: "That’s not the issue. 
The issue is what's before us in 
the Budget" 
















VWjt- 


Pause for thought* Paddy Ashdown, the Liberal Democrat leader, and Liz Lynne, social security spokeswoman, at' launc 5 h ^^^. a ja^BaS 
Queen’s Speech in London yesterday. The package of ‘Bills’ will form the basis of the party’s general election campaign rnoiograpn. 

Major rejects Ulster summit before Clinton visit 


John Major is ready to turn 
down a request by the Irish 
Prime Minister John Bruton for 
a summit on Northern Ireland 
before President BUI Clinton 
visits Britain, writes Colin 
Brown. 

Mr Bruton said yesterday he 
had invited Mr Major to re- 


convene the summit in a fort- 
night to try to find a way through 
the impasse on the peace 
process before the US Presi- 
dent’s arrival on 28 November. 

But Downing Street sources 
said last night that unless Sinn 
Fein agreed to make progress 
on decommissioning IRA arms. 


“the basis for a summit would 
not exist". That was taken as a 
dear signal to Dublin by Lon- 
don that Mr Major will not 
agree to a summit, unless a sub- 
stantial shift takes place in Sinn 
Fein’s position. 

Mr Bruton suggested talks 
with Mr Major in two weeks in 


a letter to the Prime Minister 
the week. Mr Bruton said a rea- 
sonable target date should be set 
for the start of all -party, round- 
table talks, nominating six 
weeks from the beginning of the 
work of a planned internation- 
al bodv to oversee arms de- 
commissioning. 


The plan is thought to have 
been discussed when the two 
men met in Jerusalem on Mon- 
day after the funeral of Yitzhak 
Rabin. On the same day, Mr 
Bruton had discussions with 
Mr Clinton. Mr Clinton has said 
he hopes all-parly talks can 
begin before his visiL 
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Senior Tories campaign 
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COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A campaign to double MPs’ 
salaries to more than £60.000 a 
year w'as gaining momentum 
last night in the wake of the 
Commons vote to disclose Lheir 
outside earnings. 

The campaign threatens to 
put MPs' pay back on the agen- 
da early in the next session of 
PariiamenL which begins with 
the StateOpemiig of Parliament 
□ext week. 

MPs are angry that their pay 
rise is being held to a below-in- 
flation 2.7 per cent from next 
January and want to secure big 
increases before the general 
election to avoid MPS in the 
next Parliament having to vote 
their own pay increases. 

The Government has urged 
restraint, but the mood among 
Tory backbenchers is now grow- 
ing strongly in favour of sub- 
stantial increases to catch up 
with the private sector. Their de- 
termination to increase their 
parliamentary salaries has been 


reinforced by the loss of lucra- 
tive consultancies as a result of 
the decision to open up their 
other earnings to scrutiny. 

The widely respected for- 
mer Treasury minister. Sir Ter- 
ence Hi gg ins, who is leading the 
campaign, said MPs' pay should 
be doubled and ministerial 
salaries trebled to more than 
£120.000 a year. 

Sir Terence, who has an- 
nounced his intention to stand 
down at the next election, is win- 
ning strong support from Tory 
colleagues. Allan Stewart an- 
other former minister, threw his 


weight behind the campaign. 

“If you look at the figures, 
over the past 30 years average 


incomes in real terms have 
risen by 80 per cent MPs pay 
has remained steady in real 
terms and ministerial pay has 
fallen quite sharply. 

“1 think there is a problem. 
1 think the British public would 
like to see openness about out- 
side earnings, which I voted for. 
but an increase in pay to reflect 
the importance of the job." Mr 


Stewart said. However, the MPs 
supporting a substantial in- 
crease in their pay are not in 
favour of accepting a big rise in 
return for stopping all outside 
earnings. 

MPs agreed to link their 
salaries toa grade of senior civ- 
il servant to avoid the embar- 
rassment of voting their own pay 
increases. But they have become 
increasingly dissatisfied with 
their rises, which have been held 
down as a result of the Treasury 
squeeze on public sector pay.* 

The next increases are auto- 
matically triggered on 1 Janu- 
ary but Tory MPs may seek to 
force a vote to register their 
protests. They complain that 
American congressmen receive 
the equivalent of £82,000; Ital- 
ian MPs get £76,410 and French 
MPs earn £54.000. 

The 17 per cent increase will 
raise an MP’s salary from 
£33,189 to £34,085 - an increase 
of £17.23 a week. Cabinet min- 
isters' salaries will rise from 
£67.819 to £69,650 -an increase 
of £35.21 a week. 
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The World has waited 
5,000 years to improve 
on Ginkgo biloba 
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Why wait any longer 
to try it? 


Ginkgo Nloba has been recognised for its 
valuable health rare properties since andent 
Limes. First used In the Orient, it is now 
pitted as a lierbal extract In many countries 
worldwide. Recent research has now con- 
firmed the value of the extract which has 
been shown to help maintain efficient Mood 
circulation. 

This is particularly important for the brain 
as it helps ensure ihe supply of oxygen 
and nutrients so vital for helping to maintain 
bruin function including memory 
and concentration. 



JuRt recently a new technique known as 
the PHYTOSUME PROCESS has been 
developed rur preparing Lhe extract. 

rehminary studies suggest that this 
paten ed technique Intensifies the action of 
herbal compounds bv Improving absorption. 
This makes the Ginkgo biloba extract more 
easriy avadahie to the body and so 

wJSuh? k ^ ,LS prnperlies ur » a weight to 
wdghl basis. 

SEREDK1\ is u, e Ginkgo biloba 
propurauon available in this new form and yet 
o -sis less than most standard formnlabons- 


SEREDRIN 

Ginkgo biloba Phytosome 
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Travel survey: Visits to UK fail to counter growth in departures as new poll reveals quirkier side of foreigners’ vacation habits 
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exodus costs 
£4.5bn a year 
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;IAN MACKINNON 

W 8^ snick behind a 
jounst s camper-van or moior- 
bflre during the summer the 

G™T r r ,hatilbClOT ^>0 

,^ e ^ or eign visitor 
£3*»S® high street 

TOder the weight^ purchases 
pnghthave been from Iceland, 
of all places, as they on average 
spent more each day of their 
Sta £? an •** otiier nationality. 
. _These little known facts are 
a few of the quirkier outcomes 
highlighted in Trove/ Trends, a 
government publication which 
lor the first time gives a com- 
prehensive picture of tourism to 
and from the UK. 

The survey, the result of 
than 220.000 interviews 
with British and foreign visitors 
entering and leaving the coun- 
try, has a more serious intern, 
primarily to provide information 
on income and expenditure for 
■the balance of payments 
accounts. 

The bad news for the Ex- 
chequer is that Britons travel- 
ling abroad spend £4.5bn more 
while away than their foreign 
counterparts do while here. 
£14Jbn as opposed to £9.92bn. 

It has not always been so, 
however. Prior to 1981 the 
reverse had been the case, 
though since then the gap in 
expenditure has widened mir- 
roring the growing number of 
Britons going abroad. 

The number of visits overseas 
by Britons now outstrips those 
by foreigners to Britain by near- 
ly two to one, 40 milli on visits 
abroad compared to 21 million 
coming here. 

However, the fact that we 
tend to spend on average £363 
each time, while our foreign 


Who goes where 


BrihshtraveOers 

* to frame arid Span ■. 

»Of»hoUday 

* in tha summer - ; ' . ' 

► spent 2363 pervbfl 

► stayed on average 11 rights ; 

► aged 2M5, h&'f :\ ; ^ • ;\ . 

‘ ' yj&ors : > 

►frtfchN America, ftanc^Gerfttany 

► visfting London V / . VV. 

► on holiday • . ’ V..’ . 

►in the summer L;:. 

►spent G4BKf»r tfdfc'--. 

► stayed on average 9 rights 

► aged 25-55 f ' 

counterparts fork out £467, ex- 
plains why the gap in expendi- 
ture is considerably less t han the 
number of visits might suggest 
The biggest spenders from 
abroad, after the Icelanders, at 
£116 a day on average, were 
from Luxembourg. Japan or the 
Middle East at more than £80 
dally. New Zealanders spent 
least just £29.40. 

Middle-aged men coming 
here were also the biggest 
spenders, at £93 each day on av- 
erage, while women in the same 
age-group parted with only £54. 

Similarly, British women 
travelling abroad tended to be 
less profligate with their cash, 
spending on average £10 less 
each day than men, a gap that 
widened with age. 

Thai cash was most likely to 
be spent in France or Spain, by 
far the most popular destina- 
tions for Britons, though the 
greatest expenditure per visit 
tended to be in Japan, New 
Zealand or Australia, where 
stays were likely to be longer. 

Turkey is the strongest new 
destination for British visitors, 
with the numbers doubling be- 
tween 1992 and 1994, the latest 
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Witness’s illness 
delays West trial 


WILL BENNETT 

The murder trial of Rosemary 
West was adjourned until Mon- 
day yesterday because a witness 
who collapsed on Tuesday was 
not fit to continue giving her 
evidence. 

Janet Leach was taken to hos- 
pital in Winchester when she 
became unable to speak or 
move during the lunch time 
adjournment 

Mrs Leach, 39, who suffered 
a stroke last year, had told the 
court that Mrs West and her 
husband Frederick made a pact 
by which he would take all the 
blame for the murders with 
vrfiicb they were charged. 

She said Mr West told her 
this during conversations she 
had with him after she was 
appointed as an impartial 
observer to sit in on scores of 
police interviews with him Iasi 

' Richard Ferguson QC for 
the defence, had not finished 
cross-examining Mrs Leach. 
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year for which figures are mail- 
able, from 329.000 to 721.000. 

In the opposite direction, 
those from eastern Europe 
were a new growth area for vis- 
itors here, their expenditure in- 
creasing three-fold from £100m 
to £3Q0m in the same two years. 

But the largest group, almost 
3 million in 1994, and as a re- 
sult the biggest spender al a to- 
tal of £l^bn, was from the US. 
As ever the most popular des- 
tination was London, while the 
least popular resort was the Isle 
of WighL 

■ Travel Trends, ; HMSO; 
PO Box 276, London SW8 
5DT;£25. 

■ Thousands of holidaymakers 
could face changes to their for- 
eign flights and hotels next 
summer because of a slump in 
all-inclusive tour bookings. 


Bookings are 30 per cent down 
on last year and Thomson, the 
UK’s biggest holiday company, 
confirmed yesterday that it is 
cutting the number of its holi- 
days. People whose travel 
arrangements are altered due to 
cuts in flights and hotel rooms 
will be compensated. 

“There is no single resort that 
is going to he dropped but 
where we have, say, three flights 
a day to a resort, we may cut that 
down two," a Thomson 
spokesperson said. 

Spain has borne the brunt of 
the slump, partly due to a 10 per 
cent hike in holiday prices and 
lack of consumer confidence. 
“There's certainly not much of 
a Teel good factor* around at the 
moment," Alan Flook, general 
secretary of the Federation of 
Tour Operators, said. 
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Hat trick: Tourists buying souvenirs In London, the most popular destination for visitors Photograph: Dillon Bryden 


who was visibly distressed when 
giving evidence, when she was 
taken to the Royal Hampshire 
hospital by ambulance. 

Mrs West, 41, denies mur- 
dering 10 girls and young 
women whose remains were 
found at the Wests’ house, 24 
Cromwell Street, Gloucester, 
and at their previews home in 
the dty. Mr West, who was 
charged with 12 murders, was 
found banged in his prison cell 
on New Year’s Day this year. 

During tfoee days in the wit- 
ness box Mis Wsl told (he court 
that she played no part in the 
killings, which she blamed 
entirely on her husband. 

Yesterday Mis Leach’s con- 
dition was assessed fcy a con- 
sultant who submitted a report 
to the court After reading it Mr 
Justice ManteU told the jury Mis 
Leach was not fit at present to 
continue with her evidence. 

The adjournment will delay 
the finish of the trial which had 
been expected to end in the 
middle of next week. 
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UP TO £1,000 WITH THE PRIMERA SRi 

There's r.o time like the present to drive away a new Nissan Prlmsra 3R; 1,8, because when you buy on Preferences we'll make 
a o-ft of s cheque equal to the value of your first three monthly payments. And the gcccies don’t stop there. The sporty 
Primers 3 R:’s packed with standard features. Inducing a 3 year cr 60.060 mile warranty. For more /nfermetien on how- 
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The World of Multimedia. 

What is Multimedia? 
Multimedia is the business, 
education and entertainment 
format of the future. 

A Multimedia computer is a modern 
magician's box of tricks as it combines text, 
colourful graphics, animation, video and stunning 
CD sound, all on a PC. The potential benefits 
of Multimedia for the whole family 
are limitless. 


Packard Bell, Britain's Best Selling 
Multimedia PC Brand. 

Packard Bell have become the 
U.K. leader in the Multimedia 
PC market and a key brand 
worldwide. Packard Bell 
Multimedia PCs have a vast range 
of software preloaded, plus up to 19 CD ROM 
titles. That means that all you need to do is plug in, 
switch on and you’re ready to roll! 



New Educational Software. 


With animation and interactive information, 
Multimedia makes learning more fun and 
encourages children to research further and learn 
more. The new range of Packard Bell Multimedia 
PCs include: 


ThinkirT Things. For children aged 
4-S years, Oranga Banga the ape, 
and other new friends introduce 
; children to memory skills and easy 
problem solving games. 

Plus: Land and Air, Max and the 
Machines, Sammy’s Science, Bailey's Bookhouse, 
3D Body, Bugs! An Insect Adventure and Learn 
French and Spanish with Asterix. 



New Reference Software. 

Children are always asking ‘how' and ‘why’. 
With the unique combination of information and 
colourful graphics. Multimedia encourages children 
to explore and have fun! Packard Bell Multimedia 
PCs include: 


All this educational, 
reference and games 
software is included in the 
price of this Multimedia PC 



Microsoft Encarta 95. This interactive 
encyclopaedia takes you through time and space 

and lets you live the information 
you seek. 

Plus: Microsoft Dangerous 
Creatures and World Atlas. 

New Games Software. 

Your children gain confidence with 
computers even while they’re playing. 

Spiderman Cartoon Maker. 

One of the world's beloved 
super-heroes will help kids 
aged 5 and above create cartoons, 
narrate stories and animate 
characters! 

Plus: Virtual Pool, Virtuachess. GoTo Bridge, 

GoTo Checkers and Microsoft Entertainment 
Pack (9 games). 




New Communications Software. 

CompuServe. The world's premier on-line 
information service ofters a frill range ot services 

■ these services and communicate 
with PC users around the world! 
Ask in store for full details. 0 


Home Entertainment Features. 


Many of the new range of Packard Bell 
Multimedia PCs now include additional home 
entertainment features! With the CD or the 24 
preset programmable radio stations, you can listen 
to all the best music * Or you can watch vour 



Remote Control. The power 
k remote control means you ca 
operate the radio or CD, or 
applications on your PC fron 
wherever you are in the toon 


'CompuServe is only available on 903, 906, 907, 909. 910, 911 and 912 models. ’Radio card only available as standard on 906. 907. 909, 91 Q, 911, 912 models. TV card only available as standard on 912 model, 
demote Control and Fax/Data Modem only available on 903. 906. 907. 909. 910. 911 and 912 models. 




And 


you owe 


it to yourself. 


Packard Bell - for both work and leisure. 

Packard Bell PCs are as flexible as you. They 
make it easy tor you to take your work home. 
Working at home at your own pace, you can put 
together impressive presentations or spreadsheets. 
Then you can take a well-earned break to play a 
CD, listen to the radio or play your favourite game. 

The new range of Packard Bell Multimedia PCs 
include an amazing bundle of work, reference and 
games software for adults, plus some amazing new 
communications features. - - 

Packard Bell Multimedia PCs include the - 
following work-orientated software: 
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Corel Draw! 4 

This package features 7 powerful 
programmes designed to create 
and edit all types of graphics as 
well as 100 TrueType fonts and 
1 ,000 Clipart images. 

Plus: Microsoft Works, MS Publisher, MS Money, 
Lotus Organizer and Corel Clipart Library. 

Reference and Games. 

Packard Bell Multimedia PCs also include the 
following adult-orientated reference and 
games software: 

World Cup Soccer Encyclopaedia. 

Now you can relive the greatest 
moments of 14 World Cups 
through 85 videos, 1,000 
m photographs, plus profiles of all : 

MM the great players.. : . 

Plus 20th Century library of Art, 
as well as Descent, Virtual Pool and all ‘the games 
the kids want to play! ‘ : 1 . 

New Communications Features. 

Many of the new range also include integrated 

communications features* v.; 


Available from 


...and this business and 
communications software is 
also included in the price of 
the same multimedia PC. 
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igk Fax Modem. Send and receive faxes 
directly to and from your PC. 

e Data Modem. Subscribe to on-line 
services and ‘surf’ the Information 
Superhighway. Ask in store for more details. 

Phone. Make telephone calls via your PC 
which can be a fully functional 
hands-free speakerphone. 

® Answer Machine. Receive, store and 
play back incoming telephone calls. 

The Power that's Packard Bell. 

The Packard Bell 903S: Intel Pentium 
(TO P60MHz Processor, 8Mb RAM, 528Mb 
Hard Disk, 1Mb Local Bus Video, Quad 
PPJ! . WH cjj L)rive, 3D Stereo Sound Card 
and Speakers, SVGA colour monitor, Fax Modem, 
.14.4 BPS Data Modem for the phone, answer 
machine and access to the Internet*, Remote Control. 





12 months' service. All Packard 
Bell PCs come with a 12 month 
fully comprehensive guarantee which includes 
servicing in your home or office. If vou have 
any problems, Packard Bells experienced 
technicians are only a phone call away. 

Up to 5 years' comprehensive insurance. 

Ask in-store for details. 

You've seen the Package. Here's the Deal. 

This Packard Bell Multimedia PC is just 
X 1,499 (inc VAT), £1,275.74 (ex VAT). The 
price includes over £1,000 worth of software.§ 
You’ll find an unbeatable range of Packard 
Bell PCs at Currys, Dixons and PC World stores. 
Ring 0181 200 0200 for details of your nearest 
Currys and Dixons store and 0990 464 464 for 
your nearest PC World store. 

Packard Bell Multimedia. It’s your key to the 
future today. 


Currys 1PC WO RLD 

^ Til. 1 TTU <.U Rk R£T onr 


Dixons 


THt COH^UTCU SUPERSTORE 


^ Work hard. Play hard 

Packard Bell 


. a email monthfv charge. Ask In store for details. §The value of the software packages are calculated by taking the prices of the software Mtae when separately. Jess the pnces of Ihe manu^s^^icarenot 
to compuserve/lntemet based on the current selling prices of equivalent products e.g. on the 903S model, the total separate selling price of the software titles is £1.380 me. VAT. The value of the manuals noi included is 

■^Subscribe 0 j some titles I have . the ~ forQ -jgg ^ VAT. /\j| the PCs are pre-loaded with software. The software boxes featured above are for illustration purposes only, and are not Included in the pace of a PC. Mrero^ft Wndo^ 95, MS 

included. ThsP ^ ne t value dthesw ^ Publisher MS Enearta *95 and MS Dangerous Creatures are trademarks of the Microsoft Corporation. The prices above include vat Prices in PC World stores exclude VAT. DSG Retail Limited. 

^ m-t MS Vtf2 for Windows, MS Herts. HP2 HO. Packard Bell Lid. Registered in England No. 02566312. Registered Office. Tangier Lane. Eton. Windsor, Berks SL4 6BB. Some computer products are 
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Beating retreat: General Colin Powell's cautious military instinct has dictated that now is the right time for a strategic withdrawal 

No black Eisenhower this time round lifted from 


RUPEHT COfcNWEu. 
Washington 

So there will be no “black 

at least this t£e 
wound. To the universal relief 
of his putative rivals, but the 

IS 1 ™ r rt ?? ppointII,eDt of mfl- 

SS 2*“ countiymen, a re - 

and best-selling 
author will not attempt to be- 

f nt Colin Powell, 

■ S^^^-American to 
: wm the White House. 

. L America rauslthank 

a soldiers instinctive caution be* 
-fore committing himself to bat- 
tle, his reluctance to pay the 
price m human privacy and 
dignity that a presidential run 

demanded— perhaps most 

mfluenha] of aU — the misgiv* 
mgs of his wife and family 
onty deepened this last weekend 
by the killer who gunned down 
the Prone Minister of Israel 
All along a Powell candida- 
cy had been tinged with unre- 
anty, borne aloft on the warm 
winds of uncritical media en- 
thusiasm and opinion polls sug- 
gesting that of the declared 
and potential Republican run- 
ners, he had by far the best 
chance of unseating President 
Bill Clinton. But beyond bland 
generalities that identified him 
as relatively conservative on 


economic matters but liberal on 
social issues, he had never faced 
detailed scrutiny of his views. 

Signs had multiplied that 
what lay ahead might not be 
coronation by acclamation- The 
religious right and “soda! con- 
serva fives”, ferociously opposed 
to abortion and gun control, had 
served notice they would fight 
General Powell tooth and naj|. 

Weighing too an a man who 
□ever really felt the “burning 
fire" that would have enabled 
him to put up with the obliga- 
tory indignities of seeking the 
White House, was the knowl- 
edge that his tussle for nomi- 
nation with Bob Dole, the 
Senate majority leader, would 
have been far from a walkover. 
In one recent poll, Mr Dole re- 
mained the favourite of Re- 
publican voters. 

Indeed, by coincidence or 
otherwise, a few hours before 
Gen Powell was to make his an- 
nouncement in a suburban 
Washington hotel, Mr Dole 
was in New Hampshire, re- 
ceiving the coveted endorse- 
ment of the state’s highly 
popular Republican Governor, 
Stephen MerrilL Political en- 
dorsements may not what they 
used to be. But in the crucial 
first primary, where Gen Pow- 
ell had to do well, the benefit 


of Mr Merrill’s potent organi- 
sation might be decisive. That 
too must have counted with a 
military man celebrated for 
weighing every factor before 
making up his mind. 

In the end, though, two oth- 
er considerations were proba- 
bly decisive. One was the 
growing tenson in race relations 
here, in the wake of the OJ 
Simpson verdict and ibe Million 

Man March on Washington. 
Increasingly, a possible Powell 
candidacy bad turned into a 
symbol of America’s yearning 
for racial healing, a worthy 
enough sentiment — but not 
one to the liking of a man who 
had consciously tried to keep his 
race out of his politics. 

The final blow may have 
come last Saturday, with the as- 
sassination of Israel's Prime 
Minister, Yitzhak Rabin, an- 
other soldier turned political 
leader. All along Alma Powell 
has been opposed to her hus- 
band’s running, not least be- 
cause of the security risks. What 
price that a white fanatic would 

not try to kill Gen Powell, just 
as James Earl Ray killed Mar- 
tin Luther King 27 years ago? 

So, like a clutch of distin- 
guished Republicans before 
him he is pulling out, and the 
beneficiaries of his decision 


are — every candidate already 
in the race. Mr Clinton is spared 
the prospect of running against 
a man who beats him comfort- 
ably in even theoretical match- 
up . and who would perforce 
hove made inroads into the 
black vote, the most loyal De- 
mocratic constituency of all. 
Were Gen Powell (o run as an 
independent, be would proba- 
bly split the anti-Clinton vole to 
the latter's advantage, just as 
Ross Perot did in 19)2. 

On the Republican side, Mr 
Dole, more obviously than ever, 
is now the favourite for the 
nomination. But the lesser &y 
also gain a fresh lease of life. 
With Gen Powell to reckon 
with as well, several candidates 
even now barely registering in 
the polls, tike Senators Richard 
Lugar and Arlen Specter, might 
have had to throw in the tow- 
cL As for the losers, they include 
national media thirsting for 
new faces to liven up what they 
judge a lacklustre Republican 
field, not to mention Powell 
backers and the millions of 
Americans who would have 
liked to see him run. That will 
be the challenge facing Mr 
Dole and the rest of his Re- 
publican rivals — to prove to a 
sceptical public they are more 
than shopsoiled second best. 


Presidential almost-rans who fell by the wayside 
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Battle-wary: Powell was a committed soldier but is reluctant to pay the pri ce in 
human privacy and dignity demanded by a presidential run Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


doldrums 

instate 

elections 

Washington — The Republican 
political juggernaut has ground 
to a halt, at feast temporarily, 
as the party failed to make 
headway in Tuesdays off-year 
elections for state legislatures 
and governorships, even in the 
South, where the Democrats 
have shown signs of terminal 
demise, writes Rupert Cornwell. 

The Democrats' greatest 
cause for satisfaction came in 
Virginia where, despite an en- 
ergetic and unstinting cam- 
paign by the slate's energetic 
and popular Governor, George 
Allen, the Republicans did not 
seize control of the legislature 
in Richmond, capital of the old 
Confederacy. Had they done so, 
it would have been the first such 
sweep in a Southern state since 
the post-civil war Reconstruc- 
tion. In the event, the Repub- 
licans could do do better than 
a 20-20 tie in the Virgin /a Sen- 
ate. In the state's House of Rep- 
resentatives, the Democrats 
retained an unassailable 52-47 
seat advantage. 

More broadly, Tuesday 
brought new confirmation that 
the hard-edged Republican 
conservatism which now dom- 
inates Congress has less appeal 
at the grass wots. Paul Patton, 
the Democratic victor in the 
election for Governor of Ken- 
tucky, proclaimed after his nar- 
row success on Tuesday that the 
result was “a no to Newt Gin- 
grich and a no to cutting 
Medicare". The best news for 
Republicans came in Missis- 
sippi, where Kirk Fordice be- 
came the first Governor to win 
consecutive terms since the 
1880s. 

Some of the most interesting 
results were purely local Gary, 
Indiana, a depressed industrial 
city on the shore of Lake Michi- 
gan which is 85 per cent black, 
elected a white mayor for the 
first time in 28 years. Willie 
Brown, the flamboyant former 
speaker of California's stale 
legislature, faces a December 
run-off against the Republican 
incumbent, Frank Jordan, to 
determine the next mayor of 
San Francisco. Mr Brown, how- 
ever, is expected to win; 


Product Recall 
Important Safety Notice 


Extension Leads 

Wickes' on- going Quality Control and Safety Testing program has identified a potential safety 
problem with the following extension leads, purchased from a UK sopplier- 

5 Metre I3amp 1 gang extension lead. 

(Orange Cahle/Black Ping & socket) Barcode no. w710-219w (Picture IVne A) 

15 Metre 13amp 1 gang extension lead. 

(Orange Cable/ Black Plug & socket) Barcode no. w71B-220w (Picture lime A) 


10 Metre 13amp 1 gang extension lead. 

(White Cahle/Wbite Ping & socket) Barcode no. w710-216w 

10 Metre 5amp 1 gang extension lead. 

(Black Cable/Black Ping & socket) Barcode no. w710-144w 


(Picture Type A) 


(Picture IVne A) 


15 Metre 13amp 1 gang extension lead with cable tidy. 

(Orange Cable/Black Ping & socket) Barcode bo. w710-176w (Picture IVne B) 


(Picture Type B) 
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PHASE NOTE: OTHER WICKES EXTENSION LEADS AND ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS ARE NOT AFFECTED. 

Customers who have perchased any of these items since the 1st July 1995 are advised set 
tn use any of the products identified above but tn return Item to any Wickes store where a full 
retrod will be given. H yen have any queries regarding this you should contact yoar local 
Wickes store or telephone the FREEPHONE Wickes Helpline an 0800-220 965/525 269. 

Wickes Beilding Supplies Ltd apologise tor any inconvenience caused bat customers will 
appreciate mat product quality and product safety standards remain but highest priority. We 
thank nor easterners tor their co-operatten. 

Registered Office: 

Wickes Building Supplies Ltd. 11-21 Mortimer Street 
LONDON WIN 7RJ 


Wickes 









( 


Russians to ^ >ortra ' t °f Picasso’s mistress fetches $20m at auction 

serve with 


IN BRIEF 


US troops in 
Bosnia force 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 


Russia and the United States 
yesterday announced a crucial 
breakthrough on the creation of 
a Balkans peace implementa- 
tion force when they agreed a 
formula enabling' Russian 
troops to serve alongside Nalo. 

Although Lhe peace talks be- 
tween (be main factions in for- 
mer Yugoslavia continue in 
Dayton. Ohio, yesterday’s deal 
in Brussels means an important 
hurdle has been surmounted. 

The agreement allows 
Moscow to claim that Russian 
troops can serve in the force 
without coming directly under 
Nalo command. The US has al- 
ways viewed the participation of 
Russian forces as essential lor 
the credibility of the force, but 
has insisted that Nalo maintain 
overall command so that US 
generals oversee all decisions. 
Without this, the deployment of 
US forces would never be ac- 
ceptable to Congress. 

.As they announced the plan 
at Nalo headquarters in Brus- 
sels. William Perry , the US De- 
fense Secretary’ and Pavel 
Grachev, his Russian counter- 
part. both appeared cheerful 
and confident that they had 
bridged an important gap. 

“This plan envisages unity of 
command hut does not require 
Russian forces lo be under 
Nato command." said Mr Perry . 
“Our forces will participate but 
will not be under Nalo com- 
mand." added Mr Grachev. 

Neither man would detail 
exactly how the military com- 
mand formula would work, and 
hoth conceded Lhat the highly 
sensitive question of polifical 
control remains to be solved. 

The arrangement appears lo 
involve a cleverly disguised 
climb-down by the Russians. A 
Russian brigade of more than 
1 .1 itH.i troops, will operate as part 
of an American division. The di- 
vision itself will be part of the 
overall Nato-led force of about 
60.000 troops, under the Amer- 
ican General George Jouhvan. 


Nalo Supreme Allied Com- 
mander. However, the Rus- 
sians in the American division 
will answer to General Joulwan 
in his role as US commander 
and not as Nam commander. A 
Russian, Colonel-General 
Leonid Shevtsov, will be second 
in command. 

Both Mr Perry and Mr 
Grachev were challenged yes- 
terday to explain how the US- 
Russian division could be set 
outside the overall Nato com- 
mand structure. Neither could 
answer satisfactorily. Mr Perry 
insisted the arrangement did not 
involve a “dual key" system like 
lhat which allowed both Nato 
and the UN a say in military de- 
cisions in Bosnia until July. He 
said: “General Joulwan wears 
many haLs." 

A Nato official explained 
later: u lt means the Russians 
take Nato orders but without 
Nalo letterhead on the paper.” 

“The question of political 
control will be decided over the 
next few weeks." said Mr Perry. 

Mr Grachev seemed happy 
that he would be able to sell the 
agreement in Moscow, where 
there would have been outright 
opposition to anything which 
appeared to place Russian 
troops under direct control of 
their old Cold War enemy. 

S3 Copenhagen — Uffe Ellc- ' 
mann-Jensen, the Danish can- 
didate for N'ato's top job, said 
yesterday that his hat is still in 
the ring,' writes Andrew Mar- 
shall. 

“It’s a dream job because 
Nato has meant something im- 
portant to me ever since my 
youth.” said the former Danish 
foreign minister. He would not 
withdraw, he said, unless Nalo 
settled firmly on another 
candidate. 

Nato has yet to agree be- 
tween Mr EUemann-Jcnscn and 
Ruud Lubbers, former Dutch 
prime minister. Lhe only two de- 
clared candidates. The US has 
signalled that it will not back Mr 
Lubbers but most EU countries 
including Britain, Germany and 
France are behind him. 
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Pablo Picasso's painting *Le miroir’ doubled 
Christie’s estimates and sold for $20tn 
(£12.9m) on Tuesday night, the New York 
auction house said. ‘Le miroir’, a 1932 large 
canvas painting of Picasso’s then mistress, 
Marie-Therese Walter, was one of 10 works by 


the Spanish artist offered in the sale. Only 
one did not sell. Three of the four highest 
priced lots in the $107m sale of Impressionist 
and Modem paintings and sculpture were by 
Picasso. Another Picasso work, ‘Garcon a la 
coderette’, a rose period 1905 portrait of a 


performer in ruffled coflar and tunic, sold for 
$12. 1m - above its SlOm estimate. Picasso's 
1911 ‘L'inde pendant (Nature morte a 
i’eventail)’ sold for $7m. A portrait by Amedeo 
Modigliani, ‘Portrait de sculpteur Oscar 
Miestcha runoff, reached $9.4m. 


Berlusconi ally held on Mafia charges 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 


A senior Palermo politician 
connected to the former prime 
minister, Silvio Berlusconi, was 
arrested on Mafia charges yes- 
terday after prosecutors found 
evidence that he had helped one 
of Cosa Nostras most notori- 
ous bosses to evade capture for 
more than four years. 

Francesco Musotta governor 
of the province of Palermo, was 
accused of providing housing lo 
Leoluca BagareHa and passing 
on confidential information 


from the police. Mr Bagarella. 
who now faces prosecution for 
a string of high-profile murders, 
felt safe enough before his cap- 
ture last June to drive around 
Palermo in his own car without 
protection. 

Mr Musotto is the third 
member of Mr Berlusconi's 
Fbrza Italia party to run into le- 
gal problems over links with or- 
ganised crime in the past week, 
and his arrest looks set to revive 
accusations that Mr Berlus- 
conis organisation made a deal 
with the Mafia to help secure a 
lightning general election victory 


in March 1994. Last week, the 
head of the parliamentary com- 
mission on justice, Tiziana 
Maiolo, and the head of the par- 
liamentary co mmi ssion on cul- 
ture, Vittorio Sgarbi. were 
formally accused of using the 
Calabrian underworld to get 
elected in exchange for politi- 
cal favours. 

As members of parliament, 
both are immune from arrest for 
the moment 

Yesterday, an alarmed Mr 
Berlusconi, referring directly to 
these latest cases, appealed to 
the head of state lo ensure that 


“the criminal justice authorities 
are not subverted by partisan 
politics" and accused the coun- 
try's magistrates of being in ca- 
hoots with the left 
Mr Berlusconi has been 
building up his attacks on the 
judiciary ahead of his own trial, 
due to start in January, on cor- 
ruption charges related to his 
Fininvest business empire. This 
week magistrates also formally 
requested the trial of the head 
of Fininvest 's advertising com- 
pany, Marcello DellTJtri, on 
charges of building up illegal 
slush funds. 


Mr Berlusconi may find that 
the Mafia-related cases are a 
minefield he should steer well 
clear of. During his seven- 
month tenure as prime minis- 
ter, he was repeatedly accused 
of accepting Mafia votes that 
had previously gone to the 
Christian Democrat and So- 
cialist parties, and of bringing 
the parliamentary anti-Mafia ef- 
fort to a halt. Last January 
taps on the phone of a mafioso 
businessman, Pino Mandalari, 
suggested Mafia links with both 
Forza Italia and its far-righl ally, 
the National Alliance. 




Enjoy the freedom of 

LIB6RTY With 



INDEPENDENT 


EXCLUSIVE 

Liberty Shopping 
Day for Independent 
readers 


O N Sunday 19 November one of 
the world’s greatest stores is 


Uthe world’s greatest stores is 
opening its doors exclusively to 
readers of the Independent and 
the Independent on Sunday. Lib- 
erty, a byword for quality, choice, 
elegance and luxury, will welcome 
you in 21 branches nationwide, 
including its famous Tbdor build- 
ing in London’s Regent Street, 
between 11am and 5pm. 

As well as shopping in unhur- 
ried calm, there will be presenta- 
tions, tastings, special offers and a 
ten percent discount on all pur- 
chases over £10. Each department 
in a Liberty store offers the tradi- 
tional and the unusual, the quirky 
and the downright indulgent - but 
always with a stamp of quality and 
value for money. 

Men’s Fashion, for example, has 
a huge range of casual jackets, 
trousers, sweaters, shirts and ties, 
all masculine and timeless. For 
the cutting edge of fashion, the 
Regent Street store has designer 
ranges from Gucci to Victor Vic- 
toria. 

To attend the shopping day call 
0171 573 9573. You wfllbe asked 
lo give your name, address, the 
branch you wish to visit and the 
□umber of imitations (admits 
two) you require. Lines are open 
daily until Saturday 11 November, 
9am to 6pm. Numbers at each 
participating store are limited, so 
to avoid disappointment call 
NOW. 



WIN £5,000 

of Liberty Gift 
Vouchers plus a 
holiday in Thailand 


s 


Walways a pleasure, so imagine 
just how pleasurable it would be 
if you had £5,000 of Liberty Gift 
Vouchers to spend. 

That is the first prize in our 
Liberty prize draw phis a 4-night 
dly break in Bangkok’s l uxuri- ’ 
ous Regent Hotel. The flight to 
and from Thailand wfll be with 
Eva Air and the holiday is worth 
£ 2 ^ 00 . 

Our second and third prize 
winners will receive Liberty Gift 
Vbuchers worth £3,000 arid 
£2,000 respectively. All three 
major prize winners will be 
brought to London and given a 
VIP shopping tour of the 
Regent Street branch. 

For 20 runners-up there are 
Liberty Gift Vouchers worth 
£50. - - 

To enter our draw you must 
collect five differently numbered 
tokens from’ the seven being 
published in the Independent - ' 
and the Independent on Sunday. 
One token must come from the 
Independent on Sunday, yeSter- ■ 
day we prmted acatcfcHjqjtoken 
mease you missed la&Sutidajfe • 
Today we publish Ibfaai S' air 
entry form will appear on Satur- 
day 1 1 November. . 


Bates are as previousl y pnbSsfacd 


Participating Liberty Branches: 


London: Regent Street and Hendnirch Street: Bade New Bond Street; 

BligUoK East Street; IftWllry The CHadcs; Cam b ri d ge: Trinity Street; 
riitubury. Burgalc; CMaotaa: The Promenade: Chester Bridge Street: 
rmetaegh. Gonrgc Street; Exeter High Street S ^l ftinL On Army & Navy, Market 
Street StasgtBC Buchanan Street: FI li ^Tu i l. Churefa Street; B — c hwrtn r King Street: 
■oradetc London Street; (Mold: High Street. Tairfiray: Catherine Street; 
MeaUiwduB. Park Lone; Stratford: Bridge Street; fate Davygaic. 
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Kohl says Emu 

needs France 
for success 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 


collapse of the single currency 
project. Mr Kohl, though per- 
The German and French pnv ?? na ^. Committed lo raone- 
emments attempted vestt-rd-.™ J ary un,or V bas ^“hlc on two 
to put European monclaH n^ n - S * w,lh . German public 
unk>n back on track and r?n °Puuon sceptical about giving 
doubts created by political {?* and the °PP<*tton 

' putes in GerminV ,^^ ^ ^ttkx^ (SPD) threal- 
notnic uncertainty in Fnnrp enm £ to make the single cur- 
Chancellor Helmut Knhl toS U!I!? y a issue in die 

die German £“ ^nauonal elections in im 

French participant was i 9 . ? SP ^ P 3 ^ 3 m ° u 00 
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Cult of de Gaulle: French return wartime leader to mainstream on 25th anniversary of his death 

Nation revives 
modest memory 
of Le General 


~ sential to the creation of a sin- 
ge currency. which was “not a 
game but a central pillar 
- ol German policy". 

President Jac'qu'es Chirac, 
addressing the new French gov- 
eminent appointed on Tuesday. 


rency a campaign issue in the 
next national elections in 1998. 

The SPD may pass a motion 
at its conference next week 
demanding lighter financial dis- 
cipline than foreseen in Maas- 
tricht from countries hoping to 
join a single currency. SPD 
leaders have suggested mone- 
tary union should he delayed be- 
yond 1999 rather than go ahead 


underlined his rever^i “ f - -Vi™ 1*99 rather than go ahead 

no^c nnn r.v L S „ “ f ec0 " 11 ,1,c economic heallh of some 

KE£Mfct!?5!"S.! in doubL 


— r piumising a 

determined assault on the state 
budget deficit. 

France needs to reduce the 
deficit to 3 per cent of gross do- 
mestic product to qualify for the 



Helmut Kohl addressing 
parliament yesterday 

European Union’s planned 
launch of a single currency in 
1999. but until two weeks "ago 
Mr Chirac was laying more 
emphasis on the fight "against 
unemployment. 

This contributed to instabil- 
ity in the banc as bankers ques- 
tioned his commitment to 
spending cuts and hence to the 
1999 single currency target date. 
Mr Chirac’s switch of economic 
course, given dramatic expres- 
sion by the reshaping of his gov- 
ernment this week after only six- 
months in office, followed a de- 
cisive meeting with Mr Kohl in 
Bonn. 

The two leaders felt it 
necessary to pledge themselves 
anew to the 1999 timetable, set 
out in the Maastricht treaty, to 
prevent the delay or even 


Such declarations arc aimed 
at Germans worried that an all- 
European currency will prove 
weaker than the mark, but 
they go down badly with the 
European Commission and 
certain EU governments op- 
posed to any tinkering with 
Maastricht For example. Bel- 
gium feels it should join the 
single currency in 1999 be- 
cause, even if its public debt is 
unlikely to fall in time to the 
required level of 60 per cent of 
GDP, there is a loophole in 
Maastricht that lets in a coun- 
try if its debt or budget deficit 
is deemed to be heading in the 
right downward direction. 

By drawing attention to such 
escape clauses, the SPD seeks 
to imply that Mr Kohl’s gov- 
ernment lacks the determina- 
tion to protect German 
prosperity by insisting on Eu- 
ropean financial rectitude. Mr 
Kohl will not want to be seen 
as less firm than the SPD over 
which countries enter the sin- 
gle currency. 

However, this raises prob- 
lems for EU members such as 
Italy and Spain, which are not 
seen in Germany as serious ; 
candidates for monetary union 
in 1999 but which, at least 

B , have yet to reach that \ 
Ling conclusion them- | 
selves. As for Mr Chirac, 
forced to water down his elec- i 
tion promise of slashing un- ! 
employment, now 11.4 per 
cent, it remains to be seen how 
patiently he will wear the eco- 
nomic straitjacket placed on 
him by the Maastricht 
timetable and Germany’s 
rigorous attitudes. 



Overshadowed: French President Jacques Chirac constantly referred to De Gaulle in 
campaign speeches and has sought to invoke the General’s ‘certain idea of France’ 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

This evening 800 soldiers, car- 
rying torches, will parade before 
the golden dome of Les In- 
vaiides in Kiris, forming up into 
a giant cross of Lorraine, the 
symbol of the French Resis- 
tance. This ceremony, too rem- 
iniscent for some of the torcblit 
extravaganzas of Hitler and 
Mussolini and derided by many 
younger French people as the 
sort of showy overcompensation 
for recent history that does 
France no credit, is how one 
part of the French army has cho- 
sen to commemorate the 25th 
anniversary of the death of 
Charles de Gaulle. 

There will be other events: 
the now traditional memorial 
masses - two of them - in the 
small stone church at 
Colombey-les-deux-Eglises; the 
Prime Minister, Alain Juppe, 
leading a government and RPR 
(Gauhisl) parly delegation to 
the resting place of the party’s 
founder south-east of Paris. 

Jacques Chirac has not yet 
announced his participation, 
but he, too, may yet make the 
journey to Colombey. 

De Gaulle has returned to 
the French mainstream. “It 
took Franqois Mitterrand for us 
lo rediscover Charles de 
Gaulle.” wrote the French po- 
litical philosopher, Andrei 
Glucksmann, shortly before 
this year’s French presidential 
election. His book. De Gaulle, 
where are you?, was a plea (ess 
for the revival of “Gaullism” 
than for the revival of de 
Gaulle. 

The directness of the title was 
arresting, even shocking, and 
the argument impassioned. De 
Gaulle, Glucksmann argued, 
was not a conformist, he was a 
revolutionary, it was by swim- 
ming against the tide, being true 
to himself and true to France, 
by daring to project grand ideas 
for France and the world, that 
he distinguished himself. 


With the election of Jacques 
Chirac, whose every election 
speech contained references to 
de Gaulle, Bench voters re- 
claimed a part of their heritage. 
After 14 years of Mitterrand’s 
internationalism, France’s 
younger generation in particu- 
lar seemed interested in their 
Frenchness, and that meant - in 
part - Le G6o6ral. 

Sjnre the election six months 
ago, much has been said and 
written about the return of 
“GauBism”. There was the pre- 
occupation with national sov- 
ereignty, dignity and world 
status that may have lain at the 
root of the President's decision 
to resume nuclear testing. 
There was the willingness to 
defy the world that was implic- 
it in the decision and in Mr 

‘Gaullism’ has 
slipped to be 
replaced by the 
tall figure of the 
general himself 

Chirac's reaction to protests. 
There was the idealistic one-na- 
tionism that encouraged Mr 
Chirac to believe that be could, 
and should, heal what he saw as 
growing social divisions in 
France - and that voters would 
be prepared to pick up the bill. 
And there was the underfying 
idea that aO this was for the sake 
of a “certain idea of France” - 
the phrase of de Gaulle's so of- 
ten quoted tfy Mr Chirac -that 
linked foreign and domestic 
policy into a supposedly co- 
herent whole. 

As the 25th anniversary of de 
Gaulle’s death approached, 
however, that conventional but 
often mobile and elusive 
“Gaullism” has slipped into 
the background, to be replaced 
by the tall figure of the gener- 


al himself: dignified patriot, 
traditional paterfamilias, a 
countryman at heart who saw 
power as a duty, not an oppor- 
tunity. In a recent opinion poll. 
57 per cent of those asked said 
they thought Gaullism was an 
outdated concept; 55 per cent, 
however, regarded de Gaulle 
hims elf as a positive figure. 

Returning to Colombey-les- 
deux-Eglises. and the de 
Gaulles’ country house, the 
Boisserie. French writers have 
remarked on the smallness, the 
modesty, Lhe ascetism of the 
general. This is a comer, one 
said, of the “eternal France". De 
Gaulle would not return to 
power without being “recalled" 1 . 
When he had his house rebuilt 
after the war, he added a tur- 
ret in brick, not local stone, “to 
save money", and disguised the 
difference with a creeper. 

Al home, he would drink only 
one glass of wine with dinner, 
an aperitif and digestif on Sun- 
days. Mme de Gaulle did her 
shopping in the local town, 
Bar-sur-Aube, and the de 
Gaulles spent the evenings qui- 
etly, he writing his memoirs, she 
reading or knitting. 

When he died suddenly on 
9 November 1970, Mme de 
Gaulle insisted that their son, 
Philippe, publish his will at 
once to ensure that the funer- 
al took place at Colombey. and 
did not become a state occasion 
in Paris. When Philippe ar- 
rived from his naval command 
at Brest the family assembled 
for dinner. According to 
Philippe, now a retired admiral, 
his mother motioned lo him to 
sit in his father’s place. “That 
was continuity,** he remarks. 

Few know now how far these 
images - of modesty, austerity, 
dignity and family - correspond 
to the real de Gaulll, but they 
are the images France seems lb 
want on this anniversary. And 
they say as much about what the 
French think is wrong with 
France today as they say about 
General de Gaulle. 
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Israel’s anguish: As wave of recrimination continues, police arrest third suspect and head of PM’s bodyguard is suspended 

Rabin’s chief of security quits over lapses 


PATRICK COCKBURN 
and ERIC SILVER 

Jerusalem 

The head of Israel's secret po- 
lice unit in charge of guarding 
the country’s leaders resigned 
yesterday as a government in- 
quiry revealed serious failures 
in security which allowed an as- 
sassin to kill Yitzhak Rabin, the 
Prime Minister, fast Saturday. 

Police arrested but did not 
name a third man suspected of 
involvement in the assassina- 
tion. Yigal Amir, who has con- 
fessed to the killing, said he 
acted alone, but police have also 
detained his brother. Hagai, 
who admits to making the dum- 
dum bullets that killed Rabin. 

The chief of Rabin's body- 
guard has been suspended and 
two other officials of the Shin 
Bet security agency' have been 
transferred. A preliminary in- 
quiry said ihe bodyguards may 
have been uid'ictrinaied to look 
for an attack from an .Arab and 
not a Jew. and that Shin Bet’s 
database of possible assailants 
was loo small. 

Shimon Peres, the acting 
Prime Minister, ordered an 
inquiry into the assassination 
yesterday after hearing a report 
bv the head of the Shin Bel, who 
is code named Kaf. It focuses on 
the enormous breach of secu- 
rity that enabled Amir to fire at 
Rabin from less than five feet, 
despite the Prime Minister’s 20 
bodyguards. 

Further assassinations are 
possible, a senior government 
official warned yeslerdav. 
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Death threat: IsraeM children walk past extremist graffiti in Jerusalem that reads 'Rabin paid the price Hh is a follower of Httfcir - Photographer 


“There is a serious danger of a 
grave disruption of the rule of 
order, up to (he point of another 
political murder.” said Michael 
Ben-Yair. the Attorney-Gener- 
al. He is reported to be exam- 
ining whether Jewish extremists 
can be disarmed, detained with- 
out charge, tried in military' 
courts and have their move- 
ments restricted, as has hap- 
pened to Palestinian suspects. 


So far there is little sign of a 
clampdown on groups like the 
outlawed and strongly racist 
Kahane Chai. In its stronghold 
of Kfar Tapuah. near Hebroa, 
pictures show Rabin and Mr 
Peres dangling from a gallows 
beneath the inscription: “Yigal 
Amir lives.” According to re- 
ports, police went to the homes 
of Kahane Chai members only 
to find they had slipped away. 


David libai, the Justice Minis- 
ter. stormed out of a cabinet 
meeting yesterday when a col- 
league criticised him for failing 
to act against extremists. 

Israeli commentators point 
out that Rabin’ s assassination is 
only the latest in a series of po- 
litical killings by the radical 
right, which started with bomb 
attacks on Pales tinian mayors in 
the 1970s. “They are failing to 


act now, just as they did after 
Baruch Goldstein killed 29 peo- 
ple in Hebron last year ” one ob- 
server said. He added that the 
government had done nothing 
this summer when rabbis at re- 
ligious colleges called on sol- 
diers studying there to disobey 
orders to evacuate positions 
on the West Bank “on the 
grounds that this would be 
against God’s law". The gov- 


ernment does not want a con- 
frontation with the religious 
parties, some of w hich it hopes 
to attract into the government. 

Although Israeli law- bars a 
reshuffle during a caretaker 
government, ministers are 
jockeying for the vacant defence 
and foreign affairs portfolios. 
Competition will come into the 
open once the period of mourn- 
ing for Rabin ends on Monday. 


President Ezcr Weizman is 
expected to invite Mr Peres to 
form a government next week. 

Ehud Barak, a former armed 
forces commander who joined 
Rabin's cabinet as Interior Min- 
ister in July, has emerged as the 
leading candidate for defence, 
a portfolio also held by Rabin. 
Mr Peres has already asked him 
to keep an unofficial eve on the 
Defence Ministry. 


Despite his lack of political 
experience, the 53-year-old 
former general is a logical 
choice. Within the Labour, pro- 
peace spectrum, be is seen as a 
hawk. He registered reserva- 
tions in September when the 
cabinet debated the terms for 
Israel's second-stage withdrawal 
from West Bank Arab towns. 

like Rabin, Mr Peres needs 
to satisfy centrist opinion that 
he is not asking Israelis to lake 
undue risks for peace with the 
Palestinians. Mr Barak, Israel’s 
most decorated soldier, would 
fill the Rabin role of a cautious 
old army mac reining in the 
impatient, visionary Mr Peres 
and his voting diplomats. 

Officials emphasise, how- 
ever, that the new leader's op- 
tions remain open. The 
Defence Ministry holds the key 
to continuation of the peace 
process, because it is the army 
which is implementing the re- 
deployment and tending to the 
security of more than 100,000 
Jewish settlers Irving alongside 
self-governing Palestinians. 
Some commentators suggest 
that Mr Peres may. therefore, 
keep the defence portfolio. 

Mr Peres bas to weigh simi- 
lar considerations in choosing 
his successor as foreign minis- 
ter. His natural choice would be 
his protege, the Economics 
Minister, Yossi Beilin, who as 
Deputy Foreign Ministerwasan 
architect of the Oslo break- 
through with the PLO two years 
ago. Another possible candidate 
is a former health minister, 
Haim Ramon. 45. 


Lure of peace fails to shake Syria’s resolve over Golan 


MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Damascus 

"Steadfast Syria” it once enti- 
tled itself: a front-line Arab 
Socialist slate allied to Moscow 
and committed to confrontation 
with Israel, a regime so lough 
that its foundation in the mili- 
tary and the security services ex- 
cluded even the language of 
compromise. 

Today the language of Syria’s 
officially controlled press is 
moderate. “The only way to let 
the bitter bygones be bygones 
with Israel is through a fair and 
universal peace,” wrote the 


The Middle East 
after Rabin 

Ba'ath party daily after the as- 
sassination of Yitzhak Rabin. 
Another paper, Tishrin. ob- 
served hopefully that “the writ- 
ing is on the wall for the radical 
Israeli right", which it blamed 
for stalling talks with Syria. 

Times have changed even in 
Damascus, the citadel of “re- 
jectionism”, but change has 
been slow. For example, the Syr- 
ians sent a message to Israel 
after the death of Rabin. “But 
there was not the touch of 


human warmth in it that we 
were looking for.” said Itamar 
Rabinovitch, Israel's ambas- 
sador to Washington and chief 
negotiator with Syria. 

Yesterday the Syrian For- 
eign Minister, Farouq al- 
Sharaa, told the Foreign 
Secretary, Malcolm Rifkin d, 
that his country still believed in 
a negotiated peace. Mr Rifkind. 
the first Western emissary to 
visit Damascus since Rabin's 
assassination, then met Presi- 
dent Hafez al-Assad, who 
repeated the message that 
Syria has made “the strategic 
choice for peace”. 


But in Syria, strategy is never 
confused with emotion. There 
will never be laurel wreaths and 
poetry between Syrians and 
Israelis. 

Syria’s “strategic choice” has 
been implemented by tactics so 
inflexible that negotiators have 
little margin for manoeuvre. 

President Assad last year 
took the bold decision to au- 
thorise direct talks between the 
Syrian chief of staff, General 
Hikmet Shehabi, and his then 
Israeli counterpart, Ehud 
Barak. But subsequent discus- 
sions foundered last June. Now 
Mr Barak is likely to be Defence 


Minister in the new Israeli 
government, and his security 
credentials may be just what the 
acting Prime Minister, Shimon 
Peres, needs to push the talks 
forward again. The Syrians will 
be looking for evidence that 
Israel is serious. 

For President Assad, these 
are the imperatives of survival. 
Robbed of his Soviet ally and 
isolated since the 1991 Gulf war. 
he has spoken of “a peace of the 
brave”, inviting his 14 million 
people to prepare for the day 
when the state of war with 
Israel, in place since 1948. 
comes to an end. 


The negotiations between Is- 
rael and Syria stalled partly 
because President Assad and Ra- 
bin were cautious military men, 
obsessed with details of 
security. Neither trusted the 
other. Each sought the maxi- 
mum advantage at the negoti- 
ating table. Rabin to preserve his 
battlefield gains, and Mr Assad 
to regain what he had losL 
In' 1967 Rabin was Israel’s 
chief of staff for the campaign 
in which Mr Assad, then Syria’s 
Defence Minister, lost the 
Golan Heights. This narrow 
strip of rugged land blocks the 
approaches to Damascus. 


In 1973 Mr .Assad, by then 
President, went to war again and 
was fought to a standstill on the 
Golan. Henry Kissinger nego- 
tiated a disengagement agree- 
ment which has lasted 23 years. 

The recovery of the Golan is 
more than a national aspiration. 
It is an objective by which Pres- 
ident Assad proposes to legit- 
imise his broad "progressive" 
coalition, dominated by his mi- 
nority Alawite Muslim secL 

The Syrian dictatorship is 
low-key. Huge portraits of the 
President stare benignly from 
billboards in the dusty, bustling 
souks of Damascus, but Mr 


Assad has never indulged in a 
personality cult like that of 
Iraq's Saddam Hussein. 

Yet he is so wedded to the 
doctrine of national sovereignty 
that the issues on the Golan wffl 
require creative genius to over- 
come his objections. One ob- 
stacle is whether there should 
be manned early warning sta- 
tions on the heights after an Is- 
raeli withdrawal There is 
disagreement over demilitari- 
sation on either side and on the 
boundaries, with Israel insisting 
on the l%7bordec. while Syria 
prefers :thfeJ923 British man- 
date border. ' ‘ •’ 








Commonwealth summit: Playwright's son blames British hypocrisy 

Fury as Nigeria confirms 
death sentence on writer 
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STEVE CRAWSHAW 

Auckland 

Defying last-minute clemency 
pleas here, Nigeria’s military 
regime yesterday pm itself on 
i a collision course with Ihe Com- 
monwealth by confirming death 
sentences on the playwright 
Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other 
activists. 

The decision is likely to lead 
to renewed calls to suspend 
Nigeria from the Common- 
wealth when the heads of gov- 
ernment begin their conference 
tomorrow. 

Ken Wiwa, the playwright’s 
son. who is in New Zealand to 
publicise his father's plight, 
said the Prime Minister. Jim 
Bolger, had promised during a 
meeting that he would raise the 
case at the summit. 

The death sentences arise 
from the murders of four pro- 
government leaders in Ogoni- 



Ken Saro-Wiwa: Condemned to death by military regime 


land, a volatile oil-producing re- 
gion of south-east Nigeria 
where Mr Saro-Wiwa and the 
other accused were campaign- 
ing for minority rights. Human 
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rights groups say there were ir- 
regularities during their trial. 

In interviews with the Inde- 
pendcru, both Mr Wiwa and the 
Nobel Prize-winning Nigerian 
writer. Wole Soyinka, attacked 
Britain for its failure to speak up. 
“I gave up on the British early 
on. They’re pursuing an ac- 
commodation with Abacha 
f Nigeria’s military leader] - and 
looking for excuses to do noth- 
ing,” said Mr Soyinka, who ar- 
rived in Auckland yesterday 
just ahead of John Major. 

He accused the British Gov- 
ernment of hypocrisy over its 
softly-softly response to abuses 
of human rights by the Niger- 
ian regime: “Britain claims to 
believe in democracy. In that 
case it should live by its declared 
beliefs.” According to Mr 
Soyinka there are three reasons 
for British reticence: "Busi- 
ness. business, business.” But he 
believed that “Britain can be 
shamed into action.” 

Of General Sani Abacha and 
his military regime, he warned: 
This demented despot will 
continue to throw more pni- 
soned bait at us.” Nobody 
should be “seduced into for- 
getting” the lack of legitimacy 
of the regime. Genera] Abacha 
was ready to “kill, torture and 
humiliate”, he said. "Appease- 
ment went out of business with 
Neville Chamberlain. You do 
not compromise with evil ” 


Mr Wiwa told the Indepen- 
dent : “I'm sanguine enough 
these days to know that what- 
ever the regime's record, they 
[the British] will balance that 
against commercial interests.” 

The Commonwealth Human 
Rights Initiative recently pub- 
lished a damning report on 
Nigeria, Stolen by Generals ; af- 
ter a fact-finding’mission earlier 
this year, led by the fonner 
Canadian foreign minister, Flo- 
ra MacDonald. But after an ear- 
ly flurry of interest, Britain has 
not seemed eager to pursue the 
matter of Nigerian breaches of 
human rights. Hie 26-year-old 
Mr Wiwa. who is British-edu- 
cated, holds a British passport, 
and lives in London, has not 
been contacted by the Foreign 
Office, nor has be sought to con- 
tact them. “Their body lan- 
guage didn’t suggest that they 
were ready to help out,” be said 

Britain is not the only coun- 
try which seems eager to soft- 
pedal on Nigeria. President 
Nelson Mandela has also 
avoided outspoken criticism of 
the Nigerian regime. 

Mr Soyinka suggested that 
Mr Mandela was misguided in 
failing to criticise a “brother 
African government". He ac- 
knowledged the gratitude felt tty 
South Africa's new leaders for 
the part Nigeria played in the 
battle against apartheid. 

But he warned Mr Mandela , 
against “expressing gratitude - 
through silence over criminal- 
ity”. Mr Soyinka argued: “Our 
[Nigerian] sympathies were di- 
rected towards the South 
African people. W; demand the 
same.” 

Mr Major arrived in Auck- 
land last night for talks with Mr 
Bolger. Nigeria wfli be less on 
his mind than nuclear testing. . 
Britain's support, for French 
nuclear tests in the Pacific t»s 
outraged public opinion in New 
Zealand, and seems Jikeiy to 
leave Britain in a minority of 
one among the 52 Common- 
wealth countries. A rally, called 
"Major Outrage", is to be held 
in the centre of Auckland today,' 
and will be addressed by politi- 
cians from several parties. 
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Tony Blair has asked Chris Smith to look afresh at the welfare state, 
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Nicholas Timmins sets out the options 
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If the problems ate dear, the solutions are far less 
simple, as Peter Lilky would testify. If any of this were 
easy, it would have been done bv now. 

Smith is hampered by Labour's terror of announcing 
anything that amid be seen to increase taxes. Labour’s 
plans for benefits-inio-work and improved training may 
help reduce unemployment in the long term, but will cost 
money in the short term. 

And a wide range of issue* needs to be addressed on 
fronts far broader than just social security. Reducing the 
numbers of young single parents, for example, will be as 
much about education, training, contraception and work 
opportunities as about benefits. And deciding how Labour 
should fund long-term care requires decisions about what 
the MRS should provide. 

Smith is also likely to learn, as every social security 
minister before him has. that radical reform within the 
existing, budget is impossible without creating large 
numbers of highly vociferous losers and that where 
Labour does have ideas for 
reshaping the system - taxing child 
benefit for example - the cash 
raised would be a flea-bite 
' X on the face of an £80bn 
benefits bill. The 
scenarios on the right 
look at some of the 
ideas llwt Chris Smith 
will think about as be 
thinks the unthinkable. 
Thai task in itself is not 
easy: producing lasting 
and effective policies 
From it is even 
harder. 


Scenario One*. 


Scenario Two: 


Scenario Three: 


Social insurance 


Citizen's income 


Painful evolution 



Scenario Four: 

Rl 


Mode: Big Bang 


Mode; Big Bang 


Mode: Evolutionary 


Mode: Evolutionary 



Description: 

Most radical version comes (torn Frank Field in 
which benefits would come from funded 
schemes run or overseen by two new 
norhgcntewnerrt corporations, providing 
welfare payments and pensions respectively. 
Employers and employees would contribute 
compulsorily and they, not the Government, 
would ran the system. Government's role 
would be limited to paying in contributions far 
the lowest paid and those outside work, with a 
veto over contribution rates. 


Claimed advantages: 

The National Insurance Corporation would pay 
out unemployment and other benefits as of 
right, without a means test, while the Private 
Pensions Corporation would handle individual 
personal pension accounts. The corporations, 
rather than being monopoly monoliths, could 
provide the back-up to a wide range of 
providers - from new -style friendly societies, 
the private sector, new mutuals or even funds 
run by unions. Should massively reduce 
reliance on means-tested benefits. Would 
boost saving and investment, discourage the 
black economy and, Reid believes, encourage 
work and honesty. Would provide investment 
funds to pay out benefits in place of 
pay-as-you-go tax and national insurance 
contributions. 


Description: 

In Its purest form, tax and benefits would oe 
merged. Every man, woman and child would be 
paid a tax-free basic income by the state, 
financed by a tax on all, or almost an, other 
income. Payments would vary by age - the 
elderly would .get mom than adults, who would 
get more than children. Most existing benefits, 
national insurance payments and all tax reliefs 
would be abolished. And once paid the basic 
income, individuals would, in the main, be on 
their own, able to take work if they wanted it. 


Description: 

The approacn that has informed a string of 
reports including Labour's Borne commission, 
the Uberal Democrats' Dahrendorf report and 
the independent Joseph Rowntree inquiry. All 
go much wider than social security. 



Description: 

11116/5 strategy. A sector- by-sector review of 
social security encouraging more private 
provision where possible. 


Claimed advantages: 

Would hugely Simplify the tax and benefit 
system, slashing administrative costs. The 
existing plethora of means tests would disappear, , 
along with the poverty and unemployment traps 
and, in theory, much of the black economy. 
Individuals could afford to take work at very low 
wages, producing a very flexible labour market 
The need to look after youreelf would 
dramatically encourage saving for setf-pravsion 
above the basic income. Versons of the idea 
were explored in detail in government by labour 
in the Sixties and the Conservatives in the 
Seventies. 


Usadvantagas; 

No costings available, and details still hazy. 
Field hopes to raise charitable cash to get the 
Government Actuary to cost his ideas. Not 
intended to save money. Might not require 
super-high levels of government taxation, but 
would require high levels of compulsory 
contribution to the funds by those In work - in 
effect, a tax by another name. In addition, the 
Government would be paying in for future 
benefits for the sick, disabled and 
unemployed, while stitl raising taxes to pay 
benefits to existing cteimams. 


Backers: 

Field is the chief advocate and designer, but 
Tony Blair has taken an interest Something on 
loosely similar lines operates in Singapore, while 
Australia has developed private sector-run super 
funds for pensions. That scheme has provided 
large amounts for industrial investment in the 
short term and funds to pay out pensions in the 
longar term, field, with four members of the 
Commons social security committee, including 
Malcolm Wicks, BlaftfeTHtest appointment to his 
social security team, are currently on a trip to 
Singapore and Australia to examine them. 


Disadvantages: 

Not one single idea, but a whole Heinz 57 
varieties of different schemes, variously labelled 
citizen's income, basic income, negative 
income tax, tax credits. If the basic income 
provided enough to survive on, critics argue it 
would require enormously high rates of tax on 
those who work - 70 per cent or more; 
therefore many might choose not to work. 
Despite its seductive simplicity, other benefits 
would still be required, tor example for housing 
and for the disabled. Backers argue it could be 
introduced in stages and for particular groups - 
an approach that loses the attractions and 
savings of simplicity. The existing child benefit is 
a citizen's Income for children. And Labour's 
idea of a minimum pension guarantee would be 
a form of citizen's income for pensioner. 


Backers: 

Many eminent academics and some politicians 
from across the political spectrum. Supporter 
of at least some version of the idea range from 
Alan Duncan, the ri^rt-wing Tory MP who 
believes- in an almost non-existent state, to 
Meghnad Desai, the Labour peer who is an LSE 
economics professor. Others include' Samuel 
Britten of the Financial Times, the Oxford 
political economist Tony Atkinson, the Liberal 
Democrat peers Baroness Seear and Lord 
Dahrendorf, and Professor David Marquand, 
former SDP luminary now back with Labour. 


Claimed advantages: 

Often an attempt to mix and match from the 
best of the Thatcher years while rebuilding the 
social solidarity that Thatcher and Major are 
clamed to have undermined or destroyed. 
Diverse and vaned recommendations, but a 
broad acceptance of private -sector iir.oivement 
m pensions and the attractions of fended, rather 
than pay-as-you-go, schemes. Some common 
ground with Frank Field's ideas. Widespread 
calls for paying benefits to help people into work 
rather than keep them out of rt. Some common 
ground there with the Government, but deep 
divisions over whether that would need a 
minimum wage. Heavy emphasis on education 
and training. Some recommendations would 
make benefits more selective - eg Borne . 
proposal to tax child benefit. Big differences 
between them on degree of compulsion - eg to 
take second pension, pay into ‘'teaming 
accounts” or undertake work and/or training in 
return for benefit 


Disadvantages: 

All produce proposals, often not fully costed, 
that would Increase taxes and contributions - 
certainly in short term. Many remain bright 
ideas that require the resources of being in 
government to work out and cost . Despite 
much common ground, still wide differences 
on individual policy. 


Claimed advantages: 

has produced significant longer-term savings. 

Lil ley's measures have already cut £14bn a 
year off the social security bill for the middle of 
the ne>t century. By 2000, the savings are 
smaller but stilt £4t m - before further cuts of 
£lbn or more due in the Budget Private 
provision has been substituted for public in 
pensions, mortgage interest for the 
unemployed and, through employers, for sick 
pay. The UK now has more cash - £5000 n - 
invested in private and occupational pension 
fends than the rest of Europe put together. 
Better targeting has toughened entitle mer.t to 
unemployment and incapacity benefits. Some 
measures have been taken to pay more people 
benefits in work, rather than pay them to stay 
out of work. Vigorous attack on fraud. 


Backers: 

Influential figures in labour and Liberal 
Democrat ranks and among “the great and 
good” who have sat on the various inquiries 
want a more inclusive society and, at the least, 
an end to widening inequality. 


Disadvantages: 

Has contributed to a huge widening in inequality 
and a dramatic increase in numbers on means- 
tested benefits - despite rhetoric of “ending 
dependency culture". Almost one in three now 
fives in a household where means -tested benefits 
are claimed - a rise of 50 per cent since 1979. 
Critics argue that means tests penalise- thrift and 
encourage dishonesty and the black economy. 
Those in low-paid work can lose 90p of each 
extra pound earned as benefits are withdrawn 
and taxes levied - such tax rates were long ago 
abolished for the better-off. Private persons 
taken by the low-paid may pay out so little that 
they will still need means-tested benefits. Shifting 
more benefte from taxpayer to employer will nsk 
reducing jobs. Changes have tended to produce 
less security in a more uncertain world. 


Backers: 

The Government 


Odds: 

Against, in the short tom. Would be a 10 to 
20-year programme to take full effect Would 
require a degree of cross-party consensus to 
take effect. Enormous transitional problems. 



Odds: 

Heavily against a foil citizen’s income because 
of the massive organisational and cultural 
change required. But partial schemes may 
emerge. The Irish government currently has a 
working group examining the idea and there is 
some EU work on ft. 


Odds: 

The lines down which Labour is most likely to 
go if it gets the chance. Pragmatic, 
evolutionary, far from uncontroversial, but more 
likely to be achievable than the big bangs. 


Odds: 

1 00 per cent - ft is happening now 



So this is how rumours start. A young interviewer from the BBC was 
. TV 4 T Wrrnaiir- Timothy West the other day. As part of his initial 
scheduled “ *^^oMlv^h«feed the BBC’s obituary files to make sure he 
research ht. comae V ^ . h order ai the end of the entry for 

had all the relevant : “2? -U£sl was married lo Ibe actress Prunella 
V.CSL T. he rcadthe =■ ^ intelligence, he ventured forth to talk to the 
Scales . " h?said to West right at the start of the 

great man._ I m wrrj to ■ ^ your ^ - There was a bit of a silence. 

.nimiL-w. tha^you iop ?.‘^P West >j thought she was upstairs in the bath.... 


interview. 

""I'm sorrv to 
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- I'd been invited to 
jota?be Viking labie. 

and her publisher* -I was to,d 
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surprise at the huj j - ^ |& c flying 
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pickets in thur an vjnscuj0lt es 
jackets. Imagine th ‘ J l||C p.j 3C e of 
interrupting sU PJV haVL . the general 
Versailles and >«« n bol0grap h 
idea. They «« J^ailhisorber 
the winning author y were a || 

glorv; but you couM f roora ent 
Hoping w Plj^t.'^yJnping up 10 
Salman Rushd** a bullet- 

receive the no 
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longer a likehhood ^y flIy 

imo the mghL a a>un d to 

The audience st^ine. g^ker pic ms g popu | ar choke, give or 

cheer Sir Micbat . g sian j,ng . a f£W cmpUmts from Rnshdfe 

ernal chairman. " [hc pnZ e aftc but the onfy authentic voice oT 

own as nngmasiei » Ja]V 


j [he pnz 

iown as ringmast* e0t iary 

7 years, anu whov- 


slammer. Like a battered Morris 
Oxford refusing to start on a 
February morning, has become more 
pronounced every year. Then the 
literati split inlo five taxi-borne 
platoons heading for the shortlistees’ 
private parties. 

Al the Savoy, I met the chap with 
the task of flogging the film rights of 
The Ghost Road, with its memorable 
double-acl of Ihe posh Edinburgh 
psychiatrist. Rivers, and the bisexual 
working-class officer, BiUy Prior. 
■‘Linus Roach e, the guy from Priest . 
to play Billy, I think,” said he, u and 
we'll try Alan Rickman for Rivers.” 
Did the author agree? “No, no, no, 
Sean Connery to play Rivers,” said 
Pal Barker firmly, “and one of the 
McGann boys to play Billy....” 



Bottom ley by name, er, read on 

Barker was a popular choke, give or 
i r«ii mmnlxinh firoiy- Rnshdie 


bliss came at the Guildhall during the 
pee-break. Returning to my table, I 
met a breathless senior publishing 
executive, clutching her bijouterie. 
“Just been to the ladles,” sbe confided. 
“God, the excitement of having one's 
seat warmed by the Secretary of Slate 
for National Heritage. " 

Thanks to Michael Cockerell, the 
documentary maker, we shall all be 
better informed, come Saturday night, 
on the gripping subject of Enoch 
POwell's sex life. Odd Man Out, 
CockereD's “iniimale film portrait” of 
the great man, offers umpteen 
revelations about POwelJ’s lost love 
(the Sunday papers leapt at that one), 
his attitude to female sdiolars, his 
erotic poetry and desperate desire to 
have a son (in each ot his wife’s 
pregnancies. Enoch prematurely 
christened the foelus “David Enoch 
Powell” and put its name down for 
Eton); he was disappointed to find 
that each baby would answer more 
readily to a name like Susan. 

But the oddest detail to emerge 
from the programme is the biblically 
browed classicist’s chronic 
hydrophobia. Powell, it seems, simply 
cannot stand water. He hates the 
stuff. Swimming, bathing, hosepipes, 
rain - yeech. Above ail, he hafes his 
hair being washed. Pamela, his long- 
suffering wife, reveals how she used to 
wash his hair for him and bow his 
agonising screams used to bring his 
daughters from their rooms to stand 
outside the bathroom door, listening 
to their traumatised Papa. 

■ff would be on the ground floor,” 
recalls Susan Day (nee Powell), “and 
the noise, the objections, reverberated 
down the pipes and ran down the 
outside of the bouse as he was being 
given his weekly hair wash.” Hence 
the famous “rivers of TimoteT speech. 

Christmas cards are under attack 
from Nigel Griffiths, Labour's 
consumer affairs spokesman, who 
pronounces himself appalled at the 
tiny amounts charities derive from 
the sale of cards, it used to be as kw 
as 5p in the quid: now it's down (in 
the case or the Friends of the Earth 
cards) to 3p. Which makes me 
wonder what will become of the cards 


on sale today at Atrium, the bookshop 
in Cork Street in the depths of 
London's artiand. 

To celebrate its third birthday, it is 
launching a range of cards designed 
by a hundred of the shop's favourite 
artists - Bridget Riley; Teny Frost, 
the war artist John Keane, Sir 
Anthony Caro, Andrew Logan, John 
Hoyfand, you get the picture. The 
cards, which are one-off works of art, 
will cost anything Grom £25 to about 
£2,000, depending on what dealers 
would normally charge ( the two- 
grand piece de resistance is by David 
Bowie) will be sold to help the 
Anthony Nolan Bone Marrow "Ernst. 

How much will the charily get? 
“They get the lot,” says an Atrium 
voice. “Buyers will make the cheque 
out directly to the trust. We don't 
make a cent, and nor do the artists. 
Even the paper is donated.” Such 
altruism is to be marvelled at So go 
along to 5 Cork Street today and buy 
one. Here, to encourage you. is a 
design by the brilliant Michael Clark, 
a Virgin and Child surrounded by 
upholstery pins. A snip at £800 and 
think how nice it will look beside the 
flame-effect Yule lag. 



•“* j . ^ ' *V - - 'W. j • .* . L 
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Real charity: £800 Christmas card 


I knew that violence in American 
society was spreading to previously 
uncharted areas, but this is getting 
serious. A joke doing the rounds in 
Pennsylvania runs as follows: What 
goes "Dip-clop, clip-clop, clip-dop. 
clip-clop, bang-bang, clip-clop, clip- 
clop, clip-clop*? You’ve guessed - it's 
an Amish dnve-by shooting. 
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No interest 
in a cut 


U nsustainable tax cuts may not be the 
only pre-election sweetener the lucky 
British electorate is about to be offered. 
If 'yesterday's Bank of England's inflation 
report is taken at face value, inflationary 
dangers appear to be receding. So expect 
Tory activists to argue that if Lax cuts are 
notenough to win round a sceptical elect- 
orate. Ken Clarke could always bring inter- 
est rates down. too. They must be resisted. 
Their desire for a feel-good boom runs 
contrary to the economic analysis buried 
deep within the Bank of England's report 
and. if acted upon, would seriously jeop- 
ardise the low-inflationary recovery Britain 
has so far managed to achieve. 

The (rouble Is that it is not just the 
politicians who want relief - economic 
voices for interest rale cuts are growing, 
too. The majority of the Treasury wise men 
believe interest rates could be cut a little 
in the next few months without too much 
risk for inflation. After all, wages arc still 
growing surprisingly slowly and companies 
have such large stockpiles that they may 
temporarily slow down production. 

If not explicitly endorsing these views, 
the Bank of England appears at first view 
to have dropped iLs fierce opposition. We 
have heard no more from Eddie George 
about interest rale rises since his embar- 
rassing defeat at the Chancellor's hands 
in June. And in this latest report the Bank 
has backed off its previous claim that its 
i iwn in ilaiion forecast was more likely to 
be an underestimate than an overestimate. 

So what is our problem? Business and 
homeowners would appreciate a cut. 
Everyone's in favour - let's do it. Er, no 
actually, says the Bank of England. 
Bruised by Barings and afraid of the 
uncharted territory in which Governor 


and Chancellor consistently disagree, the 
Bank may appear cautious about coming 
to too many strong public conclusions. But 
ibe balance of hs analysis - as well as evi- 
dence from elsewhere - reveals that cut- 
ting interest rates would be an extremely 
foolish strategy right now. Like most 
City analysts, the Bank still believes infla- 
tion will be higher than the Government’s 
2_5 per cent target in two years’ time. 

But it is its analysis of the labour mar- 
ket which makes most sober reading. The 
Bank is worried that wages wiH start to spi- 
ral upwards, and points out several reasons 
why the current slow growth in earnings 
may not be sustained. Up to now the 
growth in part-time work has helped to 
depress wages. With low hourly and weekly 
earnings, part-time workers have kept 
average wages down. But part-time work 
cannot keep on growing indefinitely. And 
the Bank also fears that the current climate 
of caution about wage increases is fragile; 
a few high pay settlements could produce 
a sudden clamour for more. The experi- 
ence of the Eighties suggests that s kills 
shortages will start squeezing in the next 
year or so. If these fears prove grounded, 
an inflationary wage spiral could be right 
around the comer, in which case an early 
cut in interest rates would risk fuelling 
demand and pushing prices up, too. 

All of which, unfortunately, means the 
Chancellor must proceed with caution. In 
the past few weeks the Government has 
been blown hither and yon by electoral 
winds over Nolan, divorce and domestic 
violence. Yet the one claim John Major's 
government can make since 1992 is to 
have kept inflation under control as the 
recovery rolled on. Now is not the time 
for it to lose its nerve. 


Elizabeth and 
Tony head west 


M oving palaces can be such a pain. Yet 
the Court is apparently awash with 
rumours that this is precisely what Her 
Majesty the Queen plans to do. Buck- 
ingham Palace - it seems - has lost its lus- 
tre. It is situated on a busy road junction, 
suffers from noisy parlies full of riff-rafl" 
being held in its gardens practically every 
weekend and is highly' inconvenient for 
the horses. 

Worse, it doesn't look the part - there 
are nu romantic battlements, winding 
stairs, or ancient towers. Eugenie, Bea- 
trice and the other little princesses have 
been reared on Disney's Cinderella and 
Sleeping Beauty videos and expect 
grandma's residence to be a bit more, well 
... eustlcy. So goodbye St James's, hello 
Windsor." Like Queen Victoria, the sec- 
ond Elizabeth will from now on live in a 


proper palace. 
Co 


roincidenlally. similar stories have 
been circulating around the offices of the 
Queen's loyal leader of the Opposition. 
The Booth-Blabs need to move to a house 
where Tony’s study is more than a broom 
cupboard off the hall and which possesses 
a garden better able to host summer con- 
vocations of spin-doctors and their 
patients than the present tiny patio in 
Islington. Farewell then the People’s 
Republic of North London, benvenuto 
Nouing Hill. 

Fortunately, neither of these two 
exalted families is so grand that it will dis- 
dain advice proffered in a friendly spirit. 
They know that after bereavement and 
divorce, moving home is the most 


stressful experience that people endure - 
narrowly beating election defeats and 
abdication crises. 

So here are some helpful, humble tips 
that may make the transition a little less 
traumatic. First, don’t feel that you have 
to take it all with you. Those old portraits 
of long-dead ancestors, that stuffed corgi, 
the children's milk-teeth in a ring-case, the 
slack of proclamations propping up one 
leg of a writing bureau - leave them 
behind. The same goes for you, your 
Majesty. 

Second, draw up a list of people who 
need to know that you have moved: BT, 
the Post Office, Gas Board, the milkman 
and Special Branch. Don't forget to have 
your post, all paparazzi and Peter Man- 
delson redirected, to prevent the new 
occupants of your property being unnec- 
essarily annoyed. 

Third, make sure that you fit all the req- 
uisite security alarms and smoke detec- 
tors. Some old properties are notoriously 
prone to fire (especially in such areas as 
Notting Hill). It is all too easy to let your 
vigilance slacken amid the excitement. 

But before doing any of this, just pause 
and ask yourself one last time whether you 
are malting the right decision. Is a vast cas- 
tle in huge grounds, dose to England's top 
school, best suited to a lively pensioner? 
Or might she have more fun in a nice town 
house surrounded by citizens from all over 
her beloved Commonwealth? And would 
Windsor be so inappropriate to the grow- 
ing needs of Britain's foremost politician? 
Surely something could be arranged. 


Nicholas De Ville 


ife beyond the drawing board 


D avid Hockney, who has a show of his 
drawings opening this week at the 
Royal Academy in London, has been giv- 
ing interviews to this newspaper and oth- 
ers attacking art schools for no longer 
requiring all of our students to learn the 
Lruditional crafts of drawing and painting. 
Superficially this is a plausible view; after 
all. as Hockney says, “if you are taught to 
draw, you are taught to see". And art is, 
in the widest sense, about image-making. 

But a little reflection reveals how 
parochial and doctrinaire David Hock- 
ney’s view really is. It depends on accept- 
ing that the kind of art he himself makes, 
which I would characterise as decorative 
and figurative, is the only appropriate art 
for our times. His type of art does demand 
an understanding of craft and of tradi- 
tional life drawing, but that these s kills 
should be mandatory for all art students 
is a very particular view that depends on 
Hockney's perception of himself. It is not 
what all artists need. 

What many artists see is not necessar- 
ily straightforwardly visible. Hockney is 
concerned with the surface qualities of 
things, but a lot of contemporary art is 
concerned with other kinds of investiga- 
tion. To see more deeply into the struc- 
ture of things requires other kinds of 
resources, not simply of the eye but of the 
mind, as well. 

Image-making still underpins the expe- 
rience of going to an art school, but it 
draws on a much wider view of technique 
and means. If you look, for example, at 


the Turner prize winners, you can see the 
diversity of means being used by con- 
temporary artists - from abstract paint- 
ing and video to photography and vari- 
ous sorts of installation. Contemporary 
art is not medium-sped fic. It no longer 
evokes the life room with the naked 
model and the traditional materials asso- 
ciated with that; it evokes alternative 
mediums, such as drawing with comput- 
ers and drawing in space with a variety 
of sculptural materials. 

All of this does not deny the continu- 
ing importance of certain strands of fig- 
urative arts, but it is up to students to 
dedde if that is the direction in which they 
wish to go. In Hockney’s day, art schools 
told students what they needed to learn; 
but today’s students who have the desire 
and the" dedication to be professional 
artists are asked to be responsible for 
themselves. Such schools as Goldsmiths' 
can provide instruction in the traditional 
crafts and skills for those who feel that is 
what they need; but for many students 
putting life drawing into a wider category 
of image-making has proved to be much 
more fruitful. 

After all, several generations of artists 
have said that what was of least relevance 
and value to them in their student days was 
enforced life drawing. Now they are teach- 
ers themselves, they want to base their 
methods on their own experience. 


The writer is head of visual arts at Gold- 
smiths' College, London. 






Boots Health and Beauty 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Trouble with foxes and the blood sports lobby 


From Mrs Denise Walton 
Sin I welcome the common sense 
of Duff Hart-Davis's article 
([Weekend. 4 November). As a 
practising ecologist and farmer I 
experience both sides of the fox 
control argument but see the need 
for control for both agricultural 
and ecological reasons. Foxes arc 
wild carnivorous animals in a 
highly competitive and diverse 
environment. Their predation of 
farm animals is often more than 
“just a nuisance” and lack of fox 
control could have implications 
for biodiversity in local areas. 

I have abandoned a small but 
profitable farmyard free-range 
egg supply business because the 
bens were taken by foxes during 
the day (they were shut in at 
night). Another neighbour has 
had to do the same - hens were 
killed and left within a high 
fenced run. Protection can be 
prohibitive. During a recent 
lambing a neighbour lost 11 
lambs, a significant amount from 
a small slock farm, and another 
witnessed two foxes working 
together to distract a ewe while 
a third fox attempted to remove 
one of twins just bora. My hus- 
band frightened a vixen from a 
new-born lamb one of whose 
ears she bad all but eaten off (two 
further lambs had been similarly 
injured during that lambing). 

Following a period of consis- 
tent fox control in the locality this 
year, Lhe numbers of ground 
nesting birds and young hares 
have increased significantly in 
spite of a wet spring. 


While Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food statistics may 
suggest that national losses to 
fanners are not significant (I 
question their source - there will 
be many losses which go un re- 
ported), the losses matter to indi- 
vidual fanners who need to con- 
trol foxes. Control should be on 
a planned, local and season-by- 
season basis. Hunting with 
hounds can very effectively 
achieve such local control, which 
is often all that is necessaiy. It has 
the added and important advan- 
tage of a quick loll with no foxes 
left to die of their injuries, unlike 
other forms of control. 

Yours faithfully, 

Denise Walton 
Foulden, Berwickshire 


From Mr Elliot Aforley, MP 
Sir. Lord Man croft (Letters, 7 
November) does not give the 
full slorv about the sorry demise 
of John McFall MP's Wild Mam- 
mals (Protection) Bill. Firstly, 
the sensible thing to do was to 
have used the existing wording to 
the 1911 Protection of Animals 
Act. This was refiised by the 
British Field Sports Society 
because of the word “torture". 
They feared blood sports would 
be vulnerable to legal challenge. 

Secondly, while some Lords 
amendments were not objec- 
tionable, none were Decessaiy. 
The original wording was 
approved by Home Office and 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fish- 
eries and Food legal advisers. It 
was agreed by the BFSS and ail 


the anim al welfare groups, ft was 
a compromise to suit the hunting 
lobby on the basis that the Bill 
would be supported at all stages 
by the BFSS." 

The result was unnecessary 
amendments, one of which actu- 
ally puts a serious loophole in the 
Bill according to RSPCA legal 
advisers. The Bill is seriously weak- 
ened and its progress blocked. 

For Lord Mancroft to talk 
about “consensus - and “com- 
promise" is hypocrisy of the worst 
kind. The result of this debacle is 
that many of my colleagues, from 
all parties, who screed on the 
committee stage of this Bill feci 
that compromise with the blood 
sports lobby is pointless. 

Yours sincerely, 

Elliot Morley 
MP for Glanford and 


Business benefits of equality 


Scunthorpe (Labi 
House of Commons 


London, SW1 

The writer is Labour spokesperson 
for Food, Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs. 


From Mr John Fuller 
Sin In his article on foxes. I was 
surprised that Duff Hart- Davis 
did not mention the largest con- 
troller of foxes in this country, the 
Forestry Commission. Us em- 
ployees kill about 25,000 foxes a 
yean this fact disposes of the 
claim that hounds are needed to 
kill foxes in forestry plantations. 
You is faithfully, 

John Fuller 
Cambridge 
5 November 


Danger of further 
ferry engine fires 


From Mr Kevin Shitteio 
Sir: Your coverage of the report 
into the fire on the cross-Chan- 
nel ferry Sally Star (“Blaze on 
ferry 'exposed failings in safety 
drill' ", 31 October) highlights the 
possibility of further ferey engine 
room fires if faalon is misused. 

To be fully effective, halon 
must be released as soon as fire 
is detected. Breathing apparatus 
is not required, as a concen- 
tration of maximum 5-6 per cent 
in the affected area wifi extin- 
guish fire; 94-95 per cent air 
remains to sustain life. Unlike 
carbon dioxide, halon docs not 
consume oxygen: it eliminates 
fire by chemical break-up of the 
fire molecules. 

Halon is widely used in the UK 
and elsewhere to protect computer 
rooms, telephone exchanges and 
other enclosed spaces where sec- 
ondary damage to contents could 
be as costly as the fire itself. In 
□one of these places is breathing 
equipment felt to be necessary. 
Staff are trained to make an 
orderly exit before, during or after 
the automatic release of halon by 
heat or smoke sensors. 

There appears to have been no 
understanding of halon 's role on 
the SaBy Star. Eurotunnel is not 
immune from this ignorance of 
halon’s qualities. It is described 
in the published safety document 
as an “agent of last resort" on the 
shuttle. Eurotunnel Intends to 
attempt evacuating passengers 
before releasing halon. This is 
wasting time, halon and probably 
passengers’ lives. Halon 's ability 
to fight fire diminishes with every 
wasted second. 

Yours faithfully, 

Kevin Shilleto 
Director 

Intern aft (Shipping Consultants) 
London, SW1 


Cancer, lice 
and advice 


From Dr Andrew Watterson 
Sir. The recent decision, based on 
“prudence" and the precautionary 
principle, to place the headlice 
treatment caibaryl on prescrip- 
tion-only sale is to be welcomed 
(“Cancer link leads to ban on sale 
of headlice remedies”. 8 Novem- 
ber). Carbaiyl was Gist synthesised 
in 1953 and reports about its car- 
cinogenic effects appeared in 
1970. Other information about 
possible mutagenicity, reproduc- 
tive. neurologicaj and immuno- 
logical effects of carbaryl has been 
available for at least a decade, it 
seems strange that the new policy 
had to be triggered by more evi- 
dence from the manufacturers 
about carcinogenicity tests in lab- 
oratories and not by our regula- 
tors acting on existing data and 
knowledge of data gaps. 

What will now happen to those 
agricultural, horticultural and 
public-health workers who still 


use carbaryl on crops and for var- 
ious pest -control purposes? 

In the US data sheets on carbar- 
yl do indicate the substance may 
cause mutations and may present 
reproductive hazards. Users there 
have some form of informed con- 
sent about which pesticides they 
choose to purchase. At the very 
least similar labels should be 
attached to the product in Lhe UK 
for all its uses. This has not led to 
the cries of scaremongering 
referred to by your newspaper in 
the UK. If people are better 
informed about potential and 
known hazards, if they are told that 
the science is often undear or con- 
tradictory, they are less likely to be 
“scared” and more likely to find 
out about hazards and accept the 
tentative advice of experts. 

Yours sincerely. 

Andrew Watters on 
Director 

Centre for Occupational and 
Environmental Health Policy 
De Montfort University 
Leicester 
S November 


Art of drawing 


From Mr Robert Tilling 
Sin I greatly enjoyed reading 
“Learning to look really hard” (7 
November) in which David 
Hockney expressed a fear for the 
future or drawing, particularly in 
our art schools. 

I can assure Mr Hockney, from 
ray experience of nearly 30 years 
of teaching art in schools, that 
drawing is certainly alive and 
welL In particular at GCE and 
GCSE level, although be would 
like to see such examinations 


abolished, (here is some vci£ 


exciting drawing being produce 
Teachers arc also being directed 
by the new national curriculum in 
art to encourage their students to 
draw and observe carefully the 
world in which they live. 


I cannot really comment on the 
state of drawing at our art schcwls 
and universities, but there is a 
great deal of good drawing being 
produced which will be well illus- 
trated by the next Cleveland 
International Drawing Biennale. 

In my experience the majority 
of school students want to draw 
and enjoy drawing and, if they 
really wish it, most children can 
produce lively and interesting 
work. More interest should be 
focused on drawing in schools 
and particularly at Advanced 
GCE level. Here, I suggest, is a 
strong foundation for the future. 
Yours faithfully. 

Robert Tilling 
H ead of Art 
Victoria College 
Jersey 

7 November 


From Ms Kamlesh Bahl 
Sir: Barrie Clement (“EOC 
admits cost of sex equality at 
work”, 4 November) confuses 
the research on the economics of 
equal opportunities published 
by the Equal Opportunities 
Commission with the strongly 
developing business case for 
equality for employers. 

The EOC commissioned the 
research on the economics of 
equal opportunities to question 
the widely held perception that 
equality is an expensive luxury. It 
is also" intended to stimulate 
debate on how we achieve and 
maintain a competitive work- 
force w hich makes the best use of 
the skills of men and women. 

The research complements the 
business case for equal opportu- 
nities on which a good deal of hard 
evidence is already emerging. For 
example. Rank Xerox estimates 
that over five years it has saved 
£Im in recruitment and retraining 
costs and previous lost productiv- 
ity by introducing flexible working 
arrangements following mater- 
nity leave. 

This is a net gain excluding the 
cost of the programme and has 
occurred because of a reduction 
in the company's loss of skilled 
and experienced women from 
over SO per cent to under 20 per 
cent per annum. 

The significant issue emerging 


an 


arguments for equal opportuni- 
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ties and indeed may 
achieve the culture change we are 
seeking in organisations where 
the social justice arguments have 
long been ignored. 

Yours faithfully, 

Kamlesh Bahl 
Chairwoman 
Equal Opportunities 
Commission 
Manchester 
7 November 


Misleading: figures 
on domestic abuse 


From Ms Una Freeley 
Sin The “most thorough and sta- 
tistically robust" National r ~ — ' L 
Violent US surveys 
Oliver Kamm quotes (Letters, 3 
November) are also the most 
notorious in the field of domes- 
tic violence, because of the mis- 
leading methods used. 

Based on the use of the Con- 
flict Tactics Scale, as was the 
similar MORI poll on “family 
violence” in this country, they 
produce lhe crudest of "results 
which, in the words of Wardle, 
Gillespie and Lcffler, “imply that 
a mother spanking her child is 
equivalent to a husband breaking 
his wife's ribs". 

The aim seems to be to play 
down all physical violence in 
the home and Lo ignore sexual 
violence, threats, humiliation 
and the other degradations 
which drive so many women to 
seek help. 

Even the highest (and still 
climbing) current estimates of 
how many women suffer abuse in 
the home sound puny to those of 
us daily overwhelmed with 


From Ms Jo Chih crs 
Sir Oliver Kamm's knowledge of 
violence against women (Let- 
ters. 3 November) appears some- 
what limited. For research giving 
detailed analysis of the issues, 
Family including victim perspectives and 
which some support for the “one in 
four" figure [one woman in four 
has suffered physical abuse from 
a male partner]’, I draw his atten- 
tion to the work of, among oth- 
ers, Edwards (1989), Stanko 
(1990). Do bash & Dobash (1992) 
and Mooney (1993). 

Mr Kamra refers to the work 
of GeUcs & Straus in support of 
his argument. This work has been 
highly criticised (eg Dobash & 
Dobash 1 992) for its highly sus- 
pect methodology which fails to 
take account of meaning; the 
intention and perception of both 
perpetrator and victim. The “50 
per cent of violent incidents com- 
mitted ty women” figure died by 
Mr Kamm often refers to 
attempts by women to defend 
themselves against more aggres- 
sive male partners, with the ini- 
tial “incident” perpetrated by a 
man - as evidence from injury 
rates and levels will confirm. 

In choosing to focus on that one 
body of work. Mr Kamm may have 


for advice, aSSSSSISC 

“r f , d ^ f “£ c ' within heterosexual relationships 

hat is clear is that women is committed by men and women 


who once fight back never hear 
the last of it from their partners 
and men pursue women through 
the courts far more vigorously 
than women usually pursue 
men. 

Yours faithfully, 

Una Freeley 
Domestic Violence drop-in 
Women and Medical Practice 
London. IMS 
6 November 


in equal proportion. A more bal- 
anced look at the wealth of avail- 
able research on the subject will 
uphold the more accepted view 
that such violence w ithin rela- 
tionships remains overwhelmingly 
perpetrated by men. 

Yours fai thfully , 

Jo Chilvers 
R eading, 

Berkshire 
S November 
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from the economics research is 
that there is often a case for 
equality at the national level 
even if particular measures are 
not cost effective at the level of 
the employer. For example, pro- 
viding training for one sex only 
may produce short-term cost sav- 
ings. but can only be harmful in 
the medium to long term. The V 
debate on equality has .now pro- - 

grossed to encompass the eco-ir 
nomic and business arguments. * 

At the national level it is on the 
agenda of the CBI and many 
employers including the 500 
members of the EOC's Equality 
Exchange; it is being increas- 
ingly debated within the Euro- 
pean Union and this September's 
world Cbnfcrencc on Women 
fully recognised that gender must 
be included in ail economic 
and planning. 
ie EOC believes that these 
arguments complement the moral 
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Pance on the grave of the Establishment 

\T j * 

0ns no longer include due deference to the state’s authority or duty to one’s class 
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*?{ ^“W and the public were 
rn^ed about embarrassing policies? 

. Such things are cot the unique bur - 
the , Major-Thatche?^ 

What is realty striking is that judges, 
senior barristers, business executives, 
observants, former ministers, Tory 

SS«? Dd D 5 v F pa P er Proprietors arc 
losmg any deference for their politi- 

‘ 2 jf 1 vf rt - Th S y dOD ’ t s* ve a cSmn 
what Downing Street wants them to 

say or do, even if they were appointed 
personally by the Prune Minister. 
TTiey say what they think and do what 
they wanL Thai is why these stories are 
getting out, and running. 

Think of Lord Justice Taylor’s 
brusque sweeping-aside of Govem- 
meot secrecy in the Ordtcch appeal and 
ha attack on Michael Howard over sen- 
tencing. Think of the stripping-away of 
the veils of secret Whitehall life by Lord 
Justice ScotL Think of Alan Clark's 
devastating^ candid evidence in the 
Matrix Churchill trial itself. 

Consider the way Lord Nolan and 
his committee, carefully hand-picked 


by John Major and the Cabinet Sec- 
retary. Sir Robin Butler, nevertheless 
produced a report that shook the 
Cabinet and divided the Tories in Par- 
liament. Think of the scorching, pub- 
licly expressed views of Judge Stephen 
Tuoiim, the outgoing Inspector of 
Prisons, on the prisons policy of the 
Home Secretary. Think of those 
anonymous civil servants who regu- 
larly pass documents outside. Think of 
Derek Lewis, going loudly. 

In earlier decides, influenced by rul- 
ing-class reticence, by the disciplines of 
World War and by the Cold War. 
judges seemed much quicker to accept 
ministerial authority, newspapers were 
more respectful of it and public ser- 
vants shut up and served it. Most, 
though not all. of the people fisted 
above as recent troublemakers for the 
state would have filled imo the origi- 
nal definitions of the Establishment, as 
it was first described by AJP Taylor in 
Lhe A'nv Statesman in 1953 and then by- 
Henry Fair lie. a deep-drinking genius, 
in a better-known article in the Spec- 
tator in September 1955. 

For Taylor, as a left-wing historian, 
the Establishment was essentially the 
ruling class, which recruited outsiders 
as soon as they conformed to its codes 
of conduct. ‘There is nothing more 
agreeable in life," he wrote, “than to 
make peace with the Establishment - 
and nothing more corrupting.” By that 
definition, British public life in 1995 
is cheeringly full of incomiptiblcs 
who refuse to make peace on politi- 
cians' terms. 

Fairlie’s article was subtler and 
more specific. He was writing about the 
attempts to bush up the disappearance 
of the traitors Burgess and Maclean 



ANDREW MARR 

Columnist of tlie Year 


Authority may pass to 
power centres beyond 
the reach of the ballot 


and, therefore, about the same Foreign 
Office and intelligence service demi- 
monde so heavily involved in the 
Ordtcch and Matrix Churchill fiascos. 
He stressed that the Establishment 
went beyond the official centres: power 
in England “is exercised socially”. 

He then listed the chair of the Axis 
Council Lady Violet Bonham-Caner, 
the ‘‘stratum* of Foreign Office types 
and upper-crusties who tried to pro- 
tect the Burgcss-Mactcan story via the 
Times and the Observer and the links 
between Buckingham Palace and the 
Leader of the Opposition, which had 
prevented a disobliging piece about 
Princess Margaret appearing in an 
American magazine. All demon- 
strated, said Fairlie, “the subtle social 
relationships" of the Establishment at 
work. 

But (hose relationships, linking pol- 
itics so tightly with the media and pub- 
lic service, have now gone. Britain still 
has its elites and its dosed circles of 


perk and privilege, notably in business. 
But this is no longer a country in which 
chaps from the FO, lhe odd titled lady 
and the head or a quango can close 
ranks and twist public debate. The 
press, lur from being fixable, is aggres- 
sively on the other side. Whitehall is 
being jemmied open. Princesses, lam- 
pooned al home, would give their 
roUerblades for the sort of soft, gos- 
sipy coverage they get in the US. 

Fairlie's Establishment had started 
to crack within a few years of his arti- 
cle, battered by the satire boom and 
Sixties’ scandals. And some Estab- 
lishment members have always broken 
rank - there have always been stroppy 
judges, republican peers and so on. 

It is mure that these days, there are 
no ranks left to break. Notions of right 
no longer include due deference to the 
state's authority or dure to one's class. 
Earlier generations of public servants 
were acting conscientiously when they 
kept sflcnl for the good of the country, 
or gave the benefit of every disputed 
doubt lo the Crown. What has changed 
is not the goodness or badness of 
those in public life, but the civic moral- 
ity by which they judge themselves. It 
has no space for unquestioning loyalty 
to ministers or institutions. 

It is not a shift lo the left, as such. 
The judges militant and sleaze-finders 
are mostly soft Tories, from Estab- 
lishment backgrounds. Alan Clark is 
bardiy one of life's dripping liberals. 
Those podgy, unappealing business- 
men who traded with Iraq and who 
refused to take their judicial medicine 
punishment are not the sort you find 
on the list of signatories to Charter 88. 

Jl is more that the solidarity 
described by Fairlie has been 


destroyed by liberalism, social tnobil 
ity and a more aggressive democratic 
culture. These conspiracies and cm 
barrassment are spilling out now not 
because the stale is behaving worse, 
hut because other people in public file 
ore growing worse al taking “no” for 
an answer. 

So there are libertarian QCs. 
unabashed w histle-blowers and judges 
who are utterly unawed by elected 
politicians. The deference of senior 
barristers and judges, editors and 
tycoons, has gone. The rod rl ary loyalty 
of the state bureaucracy is going, too. 
partly due to the contract-culture and 
agency management brought in by this 
Government- It is almost as if, living 
under a monarchy, we are becoming 
stroppy republicans. 

Not all of this should be unequivo- 
cally welcomed, because if the elected 
elite is no longer accepted as worthy 
of some special respect, its authority 
may pass to commercial or interna- 
tional power centres that arc even far- 
ther beyond the reach of the ballot- 
box. But in every other respect, rather 
than wailing our outrage at revelations 
like the Ordiech one, we should cele- 
brate the fact of these stories, for they 
arc signs of disestablishment of Britain. 

What did that Establishment 
described by Fairlie 40 yean, ago leave 
us with? A country in which ministers 
could gag justice and an M16 man 
could say of a death threat, “If we were 
not too squeamish we might use this 
point to ensure silence”, secure in the 
belief that his thuggish hint would 
never be traced or judged, if that 
country is (tying, we shouldn’t stand 
around wringing our hoods; we should 
join hands and dance on its grave. 


Europe is far from being a major concern for American financiers - and we should learn from this 

Wall Street looks the other way 


N ew York - It is always good, in Robbie 
Burns's phrase, lo see ourselves as others 
see us and one of the delights of spending a cou- 
ple of days talking to Wall Street bankers is lo 
catch a feel for the priorities of the US finan- 
cial community. “We know,” said a colleague a 
few days ago, “that the Americans are not inter- 
ested in Britain. But what do they think about 
Europe? Have they given up on Europe, too?” 
Certainly Europe occupies a small space of 
mind in American finance, despite the fact that 
it still has greater economic output than either 
of the other two main economic zones. North 
America or East Asia. You can catch this in the 
way European news is reported. Big political sto- 
ries are reported, but analysis is limited. We are 
much more interested, for obvious reasons, in 
Colin Powell's decision not to run for president, 
than they are in a French cabinet reshuffle. 
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Why the lack of interest? I put the question 
to the senior management of one of the US s 

largest banks at a lunch high above WalJStreet- 
The answer came in three main Mils. The first 
was that in present trading terms Europe was no 
longer that important to the US. Of course rt was 
still a large and rich market, but if you looked 
aithe numbers, trade with Canada and Mexico 

WI &S?nd and more important, Western&u^e 
did not, looking ahead, appear an exatmg m 
ket It did not have the vigour of the rapidty 
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Wall Street may be able to teH us more than Washington 
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Does that matter? Well yes, it matters des- 
perately. A weak or ill-tempered relationship 
between Europe and North America is damag- 
ing in purely economic terms, given the mutual 
interdependence of the two most mature eco- 
nomic zones, but the potential damage goes far 
beyond that The danger is tbatthe gulf between 
America and Europe becomes so tride that they 
cease to co-operate in providing political and 
economic stability to the world. 

Bv coincidence some of those dangers will be 


warns of growing isolationism within America. 

Mr Rohatyn, managing director of Lazard 
FrCres, but best known for his role in saving New 
York from bankruptcy in the late 1970s, is a 
Democrat. So naturally he would be concerned 
at the right-wing social agenda of the Republicans 
since lhe landslide victories of a year ago . The gist 
of his argument is that this revolution goes far 
beyond Reaganism and Thatcherism in the 1980s 
and will have a profound impact on Western Eur- 
opean democracies. Faced with much greater 
international competitive pressures, the reaction 
of Republican politicians has been to hack back 


Generation Why 


the role of the state at home, and to start to step 
back from international commitments, loo. 

The impact of a truly global market economy 
will put just as great pressures on European 
countries as it has on the US, maybe greater 
because they carry the costs of more extensive 
welfare systems. The same sort of political 
forces that led to the Republican landslide will 
show themselves across Europe, which may well 
react in a similar manner. The world becomes 
much more dangerous if Europe and America 
both withdraw into themselves. 

So what is to "be done? There is no magic 
wand, but to understand why American finance 
has become less interested in Europe is a point 
at which dialogue can continue. If the politicians 
won’t talk to each other, at least the markets can. 

Financial markets are utterly international, and 
the signals they give deserve attention. If, for 

The rush to monetary union, 
in US eyes, diverts Europe 
from much more pressing 
economic and social issues 


example, the bond market distrusts the securi- 
ties issued by major European governments and 
pushes up interest rates on these, lhat is a signal 
that policies are probably misguided. If the mar- 
kets signal lhat it is too early for a single Euro- 
pean currency, then that deserves attention, too. 

Leave aside the grand political threat of iso- 
lationism on both sides of the Atlantic and note 
the economic threat of a slow-growing, rigid, 
unsuccessful Europe. What worries me about 
America’s lack of interest in Europe is Jess that 
it is a sign of growing isolationism, more that it 
is justified. You would not expea US politicians 
to be particularly worried about slow growth in 
Europe, for it is not their problem if we grow so 
slowty that oar living standards hardly rise for a 
generation. We should be concerned if US 
finance loses interest, for it is a signal that this 
might indeed happen. 

Maybe the message for Europe from New 
York is more useful than the message from Wash- 
ington. The restructuring of American industry 
of the past decade - the cutbacks in manufac- 
turing but also the development of wbule new ser- 
vice industries, particularly in software, and the 
explosive growth of others, particularly in enter- 
tainment -has been very painful in human terms. 
The new jobs are not necessarily in the same 
places, or for the same people, as the old. 

But there is no douM that US Inc has lifted 
its game- Everyone here talks of it The old indus- 
tries are much more competitive; the new out 
on their own, unmatched by Japan, the country 
that many people five years ago saw as the world- 
beater. Above all, it is an economy that creates 
new jobs, including many highly paid ones, some- 
tiling at which Europe continues to be spectac- 
ularly unsuccessful. 


by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 



The 12 Gore Vidals 
of Christinas 


T oday, in the run-up to the 
festive season, we turn to 
the knotty topic of Christmas 
presents and how to choose 
them for yourself. 

Of course, when f say choos- 
ing presents for youreelf. 1 do 
not mean choosing presents to 
give yourself- 1 mean being 
ready for ibc question: “So, 
what do you want for Christ- 
mas this year?” 

It is a serious question. Most 
people have not the faintest 
idea what (o give each other, so 
they end up asking the recipi- 
ent for help and advice. The 
trouble is that the recipient 
seldom has any idea what he 
warns either. Oh yes, he might 
have said to himself that it 
would be nice to have that new 
Gore Vidal book, or that new 
record by Jessica Williams, or 
that be needed some more 
shirts, but most of us seldom 
rise above this mundane level, 
and even then we seldom even 
remember that we wanted that 
Gore Vidal book when we are 
pul on the spot. 

So. as we near Christmas, we 
get distressing repetitions of 
conversations like this: 

“Any idea what you want lor 
Christmas this year. Dad?” 
“What? Oh. good Lord, 1 
hadn't thought- 1 don’t realty 
need anything. Book? Record? 
Something like that....” 

That is worse than useless. 
That is useless and irritating. 
It leaves the asker feeling 
aggrieved at not getting any 
help. You think that you are 
sending out the message: “Oh, 
1 don’f want to be a problem 
at Christmas time, so don’t 
worry about me,” but you are 
doing the opposite. You are 
creating a problem. The prob- 
lem of you as a black hole, 
present-wise. 

So what you have to do is sit 
down well in advance of 
Christmas, long before you 
start worrying about what lo 
give other people, and work 
out what you want. This is not 
selfishness. This is generosity. 
You are giving help to other 
people. You are selflessly mak- 
ing their Christmas task easier 
by preparing a list. In the old 
days you would have put at the 
top of the list “Dear Father 
iristmas, what I want is as 
follows...” but just because 
you do not believe in Father 
Christmas any more does not 
mean the principle does not 
hold good. 

The way you make a list is by 
listening to your own conver- 
sation and writing down things 
you told yourself you needed. 
During the year there have 
been moments when you said; 
“Oh, if only wc had a ...” or 
“What we need is a good ...” or 
“1 can't believe we haven’t gut 
an up-to-date ...” or “How 
much longer can we survive 
without a...?” 

Well, instead of saying it, 
write it down. And gradually 


you will accumulate a list along 
these lines: 

Music stand 

Umbrella 

Warm gloves 

A dictionary of quotations 

A garlic press 

A wine cooler 

A corkscrew that looks good, 
ie, not like an old cider press, and 
works as well 

As that list looks a little 
dreary and functional, and also 
does not mention anything par- 
ticularly gift-like, you will prob- 
ably add to the list one or two 
other items lhat you realty want, 
such as lhat Gore Vida! book or 
that Jessica Williams CD. 

(1 would like lo make it 
plain lhat 1 know most of you 
do not want a book by Gore 
Vidal and may not even have 
heard of Jessica Williams. I am 
just using these as examples. 
Examples of the son of thing 
1 want for Christmas, actually. 
For you it may be something 
totally different - maybe boxed 
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sets of Purcell or the new Blur 
CD. Incidentally, did you know 
that on Merseyside there is no 
difference between the pro- 
nunciation of the group Blur 
and the leader of the Labour 
Parly? Just a thought.) 

So when people ask you what 
on earth you want for Christ- 
mas, as you are so difficult to 
buy presents for, you smilingly 
produce your list (or quote 
from it from memory if you do 
not want it to seem too much 
like a wedding list al John 
Lewis's) and mention all the 
things on it from the wine 
cooler down to the Gore Vidal 
book. 

The result of this planning is 
all too predictable. 

When Christmas comes, you 
find lhat you have been given 
anything up lo 1 1 copies of the 
Gore Vidal book. 

And you do not realty want 
any of them now. 

Because two weeks before 
Christmas you could not resist 
buying yourself a copy, just in 
case nobody bought you one al 
Christmas. 

So the only result of all the 
careful Christmas planning is 
Lhat you now have 12 copies of 
that Gore Vidal book, and you 
got them too Jale to give any 
of them away as presents to 
oLher people. 

Hmmm. 

Tomorrow we will try to rethink 
this whole Christmas thing again. 
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John Cahill 


John Cahill was an outstandingly 
effective. and greatly underrat- 
ed. businessman, an impressive 
figure. 6ft 4in (all. who appeared 
especially forbidding when peer- 
ing over his half-muon specta- 
cles. In (he 35 years after he 
joined BTR (then called the 
Birmingham Tvre and Rubber 
Company* in 1955 he was one 
of the four executives led by Sir 
Owen Green who built it into a 
leading industrial holding group. 
Subsequently, as chairman of 
British Aerospace, lie rescued 
Britain's principal aerospace 
company from the edge of bank- 
ruptcy. Nevertheless he was too 
brusque, too honest, too much 
of a loner, to be appreciated for 
his full worth. 

Cahill worked T 2 hours a day 
seven days a week and hated 
holidays which, he said, spoiled 
the rhythm, of his life, though he 
sometimes expressed the wish 
to retire: "I would like 10 do 
some prison visiting and work 
with small children." 

He had a miserable childhood 
himself. His Irish Catholic lather, 
notable for a violent temper 
which the sun inherited but kepi 
largely under ci mlrul. was one of 
the founders of Blue Circle Ce- 
ment and later an entrepreneur 
and merchant banker. Cahill 
himself was sent off to h> warding 
school at the age of nine. He hal- 
ed it As he later said: "Even if 
you absolutely delesi a child, 
don't do it. It is so lonely . . He 
was beaten regularly, with canes 
thief: and thin, “the thin ones 
slung and the thick ones just 
hurl. K quickly ceased to be a 
deterrent." 

The lonely child was father to 
the driven loner of an adult, hap- 
py only with his wile and three 
daughters, a man obsessed with 
punctuality and i •rdcrlincss and 
'with the importance of honesty 
in ever, sense". 


After a short spell in a stock- 
broker’s office in the late 1940s. 
he took firielit at the idea that 
brokers could be nationalised 
and sent out 300 job applica- 
tions. One went to the Birm- 
ingham Tyre and Rubber 
Company which made him the 
company's second post-war 
management trainee. When 
Owen Green joined the com- 
pany in 1956 Cahill became his 
loyal lieutenant, one of the 
four ''horsemen" who built 
BTR into an industrial gianL 
The BTR formula was simple: 
combining autonomy for sub- 
sidiaries with rigorous financial 
controls. Bui. to its great, and 
under-recognised, credit, BTR, 
unlike Hanson and GEC - with 
which it was often compared - 
specialised in encouraging in- 
vestment and growth within 
the companies it acquired, once 
they had been reorganised to 
conform with (he notoriously 
puritan BTR ethic. 

For over a decade Cahill was 
involved in expanding BTR's 
operations in the United States, 
but he retired prematurely at 
the age of 60 in 1990 because 
ol BTR's failure to take over the 
Massachusetts-based Norton 
abrasives group. 

In April 1 992, he took over as 
chairman of British Aerospace, 
just before the group's low point. 
A disastrous splurge of diversi- 
fication hud left the group on its 
knees. In September 1992, six 
months after taking over. Cahill 
had to announce a write-off of 
£ibn for restructuring the com- 
pany. a drastic policy of what he 
called "costs down”. 

Cahill also slimmed the 
group, getting rid of a big con- 
struction group. Ballast Need- 
ham. and. closer Lo the group's 
core, its corporate jet business. 
His efforts received a consider- 
able boost from the long-delayed 



signature in January 1993 of a 
£3bn order from the Saudis for 
Tornado aircraft, the so-called 
Yamamah 2 deal, signed only af- 
ter a personal intervention by 
the Prime Minister, John Major. 
Cahill’s main failure was his in- 
ability to implement a joint 
venture with the Taiwanese to 
take over BAe’s loss-making 
regional jet business. This was 
not entirely bis fault, but it 
helped his enemies on the 
board, as did the uproar sur- 
rounding the sale of the Rover 
group to BMW in January 1994. 

In the political in-fighting 
characteristic of BAe Cahill was 
at a disadvantage, as a loner who 
ended up without an ally on the 
board. As one friend remarked 
after he left in early 1994, after 
only two years of a chairmanship: 
“He is completely straightfor- 
ward; building bridges is some- 
thing that would never have 
occurred to him as necessary.” 

Cahill's unusual financial 
arrangements also served to 
doud his achievements: he con- 
tinued to live in the United 
States and insisted that he be 
paid there through the group’s 
.American subsidiary. He se- 
cured share options which 
proved highly profitable: large- 
ly because, thanks to his efforts, 
the share price had risen more 
than five limes during his stew- 
ardship. He received a total pay- 
off of over £3m from BAe last 
year, attracting wide public dis- 
approval. But he could look 
back with some satisfaction at 
his period at BAe as its Euro- 
pean rivals lhe German-Dutch 
Dasa group controlled by 
Daimler Benz, struggles with 
appalling losses caused by an 
unwillingness to pursue the 
same ruthless cost-cutting 
policy as BAc. 

Characteristically, Cahill re- 
fused lo make a fuss at his sud- 
den departure, commenting 
merely that “1 have worked for 
4S years; I now might take a few 
weeks off." Nevertheless early 
this year he was back on the 
business scene as the new chair- 
man of the troubled American 
airline TWA 

Nicholas Faith 


Cahill: completely straightforward 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


John Conway CahiU, business- 
man: bom Ruislip, Middlesex 8 
January 1930; deputy overseas 
general manager, BTR Indus- 
tries 1963-76. deputy managing di- 
rector 1976-78, president and 
chief exeauhv. BTR Inc and 
chairman, BTR Ban .American 
1979-86, chief executive. BTR pic 
1987-90, non-executhv dust- 
man, BTR Inc 1987-92: chat- 
man. British Aerospace 1992-94; 
married 1956 Giovanna Lenar - 
don ( three daughters); died 
Rhode Island 4 November 1 995. 


Professor Ernest Gellner 


In the unique and idiosyncrat- 
ic intellectual melange that 
constituted Ernest Gellner. phi- 
losophy ion had its part to play, 
writes Professor David-Hillel 
Ruben [further to the obituary 
by Professor Chris Hann. 8 
November|. 

Gellner s philosophical con- 
tribution might be thoughi of in 
two ways. First, there was ihc 
well-known early intervention 
against ordinary language phi- 
losophy. hi Words and Things. 
he sought to expose tire excesses 
of the methodology then prac- 
tised in much of the Anglo- 
American philosophical world. 
Targeting chiefly Wittgenstein 
and his Oxford followers, Gell- 
ncr. in that book and in his in- 
fluential Cause and Meaning in 
the Social Sciences, attacked 
what he saw as the idealist im- 


plications and consequences of 
such a style of philosophising, 
which he regarded as unac- 
ceptable for the practice of the 
social sciences. In this, he was 
in the company of other phil- 
osophers at the London School 
of Economics, who stood apart 
from the philosophical fashions 
of the time, and defended a 
quite distinctive point of view 
from the environs of Houghton 
Street. He incurred die dis- 
pleasure of the Oxford dons: it 
is said (hat Gilbert Ryle, then 
editor of Mind, the leading phi- 
losophy journal in the UK. re- 
fused to allow a review of Words 
and Things to be published in 
its pages. 

Secondly, there was that 
completely idiosyncratic style of 
social philosophising, so char- 
acteristic of Gcilner’s main 


works: an exciting blend of the 
empirical and the philosophical, 
the descriptive and the norma- 
tive, a middle-level theorising 
less abstract than Lhat of main- 
stream philosophy, but far more 
speculative and bold than lhat 
produced by orthodox social sci- 
entists. Gellner thought of this 
as “social philosophy", a term 
without an otherwise fixed and 
clear meaning in philosophy. 

Gellner was an eclectic, who 
combined many social sciences 
into a single systematic ap- 
proach. His social philosophy 
was continuous with, and 
grew naturally from, the ten- 
sions and problems to which 
this way of doing things gave 
rise. Social philosophy has in- 
spired countless numbers of 
students, and Gellner was its 
main practitioner. 



The most unbending of republican voices; Blaney (left) outside the House of Commons with Owen 
Canon, election agent for the hunger striker Bobby Sands, before a meeting in support of Sands, 1981 


Neil Blaney 


Though most widely known for 
the infamous Aims Trial in 
1970 which followed his and 
Charles Haughey's ejection 
from the Irish cabinet by the 
Taoiseach. Jack Lynch,’ Neil 
Blaney had a marathon politi- 
cal career that spanned almost 
50years. 

Blane/s name became syn- 
onymous with an unbending 
Irish republican viewpoint in 
whatever forum he . was in, 
which was entirely consistent 
with his background His father. 
Neal Blaney, had been- in the 
IRA during the Independence 
struggle and in 1927, became a, 
Fianna Fail TD (MPT himself 
when it was formed by Eamori 
de Vhlera after splitting off 
from Sinn Fein. 

Neil Blaney took the Done- 
gal seat vacated bv his father s 
death in 1948 and emerged as 
one of the party's finest organ- 
isers. By his raid-thirties he 
was serving as a cabinet minis- 
ter, first under de Vhlera and 
from 1959 under the reforming 
Sean Lemass. By the mid- 
Sixties Blaney had emerged as 
one of the four most dynamic 
members of the government. 

As Local Government minis- 
ter he was responsible for urban 
redevelopment programmes, 
moving inner-city slum tene- 
ment dwellers to new Dublin es- 
tates. in the process erecting 
Dublin's first high-rise bousing 
He was also behind schemes that 
made big improvements in rur- 
al water supplies. At by-elections 
he was the party's organisation 
expert, backed up by a mobile 
army of canvassers. Reporters 
such as Brendan OhEithir 
dubbed them “The Donegal 
Mafia", describing their arrival 
in rural areas, heralded by the 
screeching of car tyres and ve- 
hicles full of sharp-suited young 
Donegal men in dark glasses. 


In 1966 Blaney entered the 
Fianna Fail leadership contest, 
but withdrew under pressure 
from Lemass, who backed the 
eventual winner. Jack Lyncb. 
Such was Blaney s presence by 
then that Lynch was unable to 
move him from Agriculture to 
another department. 

When the Northern Ireland 
conflict erupted in 1969, Blaney 
made a series of forceful speech- 
es attacking the British handling 
of the crisis, repeatedly under- 
lining Dublin's warning that it 
“cannot and will not stand 
idly by" in the face of wide-scale 
attacks on Catholic areas. . 

Blaney was credited with 
planning the importation of 
arms for relief of Catholic areas 
in Northern Ireland, an idea 
strongly urged by Northern na- 
tionalist leadens fearful of their 
community's future amid the 
burning of Catholic areas in the 
summer of 1969. Blaney and 
Charles Haughey. as finance 
minister, were members of a 
cabinet sub-commit tee set up to 
monitor events in the North 
while Haughey was pul in charge 
of funds for the relief of distress 
among Northern nationalists. 

Though some involved in 
the planning were against giv- 
ing weapons to people outside 
the control of the Irish army, the 
differences over the policy were 
clear from the fact that North- 
ern Catholics were by Septem- 
ber 1 969 being given training at 
Irish Army camps in Donegal. 

The importation of weapons 
from Antwerp to Dublin was set 
for April 1970. but came unstuck 
when the Irish Special Branch 
intervened to block it. Lynch was 
told two days later and on 5 May 
Haughey and Blaney were 
sacked from the cabinet 

Blaney and Haughey denied 
knowledge of the arms impor- 
tation part of the venture and 


were acquitted after Ireland's 
trial of the century. Their stance 
was problematic for their three 
co-accused, who maintained 
that they were co-operating 
with Government policy. 

The affair led to Blaney s de- 
parture from the party’ in 1971. 
but his machine went loyally en 
masse with him. Besides 
Blaney s Dail position they re- 
tained a number of local coun- 
cil seats. He declined to join 
moves lo form a new national 
party, but carried on a half-way- 
house under the ‘‘Independent 
Fianna Fail" label in his native 
Donegal, which took a second 
Dail seat in 1976. . 

Blaney f s victory in the 1979 
European elections, drawing , 
an enormous 81,000 first pref- 
erences, showed his undimin- 
ished strength. In 1982 in a 
fierce speech in the European 
Parliament, he strongly object- 
ed to any endorsement of 
Britain’s Falklands policy which 
he denounced as a continuation 
of Britain's colonialist past 

From 19S2 Blaney gave Dail 
support to Fianna Fail govern- 
ments. But despite almost an- 
nual calls from delegates to the 
party's anlflteis. Fianna Fail nev- 
er invited the most unbending 
of republican voices back into 
the party. 

Alan Murdoch 

Neil Blaney. politician, farmer, 
hotelier: bom RossnakUL Co 
Donegal 29 October 1922; mem- 
ber. Donegal County Council 
1948-5 7; TD IMP) for Donegal 
Nortlt-East 1948-95; MEP for 
Connacht-Ulster 1979-94; Min- 
ister for Posts and Telegraphs 
March-December 1957: Minister 
for Local Government 1957-66: 
Minister for Agriculture 1966-70; 
married Eva Corduff | five sons; 
two daughters); died Dublin S 
November 1995. 


Bert Lister's colourful life as- 
sures him of a small place m the- 
atrical history. As dresser, valet, 
stage manager and chauffeur, 
he performed his services wit h 
no degree of servility whatso- 
ever. Noel Coward nicknamed 
him “Nanny", an appellation 
Lister once* took literally, an- 
swering a summons by the Mas- 
ter in full nurse's uniform. 

Lister grew up in the Mid- 
lands, and maintained that his 
bookmaker father was the black 
sheep of an otherwise re- 
spectable family- his son rather 
thought to continue in that 
vein. His mother, an amateur 
opera singer, died when she was 
36 years old. At the time Lister 
senior was nowhere to be found 
- he was in fact at the North- 
ern Derby in Newcastle - and 
it was three days before he 
Iearntofbis wife’s death. “That 
night he went to bed crying, and 
when he woke the next morn- 
ing his hair had turned snow- 
white," his son recalled. “It 
was in all the papers. 7 * 

The family lived for a while 
at Ventnor. in Lhe Isle of Wight, 
in a house which had to be 
quickly abandoned in 1914 - 
Bert remembered that the 
breakfast things were left on the 
table - when it was requisitioDcd 
to hold German prisoners of 
war. They moved to London, 
and aged 12 Bert was already on 
stage . joining Percy Lewis’s re- 
vue. performing a whistling act, 
“In a Monastery Gardens". 

Bert Lister married young, a 
milli onairess called Margaret 
Cox, but the match did not last 
long- “I was one of those proud 
cocky bleeders, and I just 
pinched her car and drove away 
and left her." 

He met his second wife. 
Doris Mann, when he was play- 
ing a bookmaker - an appro- 
priate role -in Derby Days. She 
was one of Cochran’s Young 
Ladies, “very attractive - but a 
bit stupid". By this time Lister 
had been taken under Alice 
Defysia's wing, where his some- 
what explosive manner, and 
easy way with Anglo-Saxon 
oaths. got him into trouble 
when he forgot his lines inA Pat 
of Trousers ( 1930 ) at the Crite- 
rion Theatre. “I played the but- 
ler in it -I had to bring in a tray 
and sav, 'Madam, please ask one 
of the lower servants if you want 
the steps moving’, and 1 forgot 
iL I was trying to find the 
words, and muttered, 'Oh fuck 
it’, and two- ladies in the stalls 
heard me and I got the sack! But 
Delysia brought me- back in 
disguise, as a Chinaman . . 

During the Second World 
War Lister served in the Royal 
Marines, and was for a period 
batman to Evelyn Waugh. He 
once met the novelist in Lon- 
don by chance, and he invited 
him to White's. “Someone 
came in and said, ‘I'm sorry. 
Other Ranks aren't allowed in 
here'," Lister recalled. “Waugh 
said, ‘Oh piss off.' Hie fellow 
went scarlet! Then someone else 
came in and said the same 
thing, and Waugh said, ‘I told 
him to go, I don’t want to have 
to tell you to go. just go!’ " 

Before the war Lister bad be- 
come friendly with John Giel- 
gud, and together they shared 
a flat in St Martin's Lane. It was 
through John Perry, another 
friend of Gielgud’s, later to 
become Binkie Beaumont's 
boyfriend, that Lister was rec- 
ommended to Noel Coward as 
“ se ere tary-cura -dogsbody"- He 
worked with Coward during 
the run of Present Laughter at 


the Havmarket in 1943, and the 
' following year toured; South 
Africa with him. acting as man- 
ager, on occasions soimcfing 
like an East End trainer id his 
under-performing boxer. “On 
the opening night at Cape 
Town, he went on and made a 
real cock-up of it A lot of peo- 
ple had paid a lot of money - 
it was packed: General Sinuts 
was in. When he came off - and 
he really had behaved dis- 
gracefully, his performance was 
terrible ... I clouted him across 
the chops. I said . - . ‘You're not 
fit to Eck their boots!* ; . . He 
went back and did his two best 
comedy songs, and it was a rioL" 
Coward himself paid tribute to 
Lister in his autobiography Fu- 
. tore Indefinite (1954): “He could 
charm a bird off a tree, provided 
the bird was familiar with race- 
track janjan, rhyming slang and 
the more trenchant four-letter 
words of our native tongue." 

In 1945 Lister, met Gail 
Kendall, who was appearing in 
Coward’s revue Sign No More. 
She was to become his third 
wife, after a period of living to- 
gether before Lister’s divorce 
came through, an immorality 
which had the improbable effect 
of shocking Noel Coward, fri the 
immediate post-war years. Lis- 
ter spent time in Paris, where he 
stage-managed an appearance 
by Maurice Chev alier whom, he 
recalled, was spat at because of 
his collaborationist reputation. 
He also met Edith Piaf: “l iras . 
very fond of her. Always pissed 
at night ... a strange girl - a bit 
sexy," Lister remembered. By 
this time his relationship with 
Coward was beginning to break 
up. “We had terrible rows - he 
only wanted me to star Graham 
Payn in the show! 1 wouldn’t 
have anything to do with iL 1 had 
to move out of the Ritz into an- 
other hotel because we wouldn'L 
speak." Lister left Coward af- 
ter seven years of service and, 
despite a flurry of telegrams 
from him. refused to return. 

Lister subsequently started 
up a chauffeuring business. 
“My best driver was the 
Queen's former driver. Fred 
... He didn't even know where 
Piccadilly Circus was! All he did 
was drive - he followed the two 
cyclists in front of him. SoJ had . 
to buy him a map." 

His last job was with the 
film producer Norman Jewison 
during his most successful pe- 
riod (producing Fiddler on the 
Roof, Rollerball. Jesus Christ 
Superstar), and seven years lat- 
er he; retired, to his flat in Vic- 
toria. His daughter by Gail 
Kendall, Perry Lister, became 
part of Sarah Brightman s “Hot 
Gossip" dance troupe, and went 
on to marry the rock star BiUv 
Idol. 

It was odd to visit Lister and 
Kendall in their tiny flat, where 
photographs of lister with Noel 
Coward sat happily on the side- 
board alongside snaps of the 
peroxide punk rocker Billy Idol 
and their pink-haired daughter. 
Weakened by a lengthy illness 
in his last years, Lister never- 
theless gave graphic and blas- 
phemous accounts of his past 
adventures, a mixture of a the- 
atrical Don Juan and a minor 
character in a Cockney play by 
his onetime master, " Noel . 
Coward. 

Philip Hoare 

Herbert Lister, stage manager, 
dresser, chauffeur bom 1998; 
married three times ( one daugh- 
ter); died London 30 October 
1995. 


Raymond W. Hoecker, died 
Springfield, Missouri 5 No- 
vember, aged 82 Inventor of the 
Bar Code, used for product pric- 


ing. His idea for a code s canning 
system originated in 1968 as a 
round symbol with fines 
radiating from its centre. 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

•* 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

BATESON: A rai-muri.-il *cr\nx‘ in rc- 
memhr.mci: of Andrew Janie* Bau- 
son QC. will Lake pl.iccjt ihc Temple 
Church. Inner Temple Lane. London 
Ed c>n It* November 1<W5 at 5pm. 

Announouncnls for Rawlic B1KTHS. 
MARK LACES & DEATHS i Births, 
Adoption.’!. .Murriugc*. Deaths. Memo- 
rial service*. Wedding an nhersark-v In 
Mcmnriani) should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette Editor. The Independent. 
I Canada Square, Catum Wharf, Lon- 
don EM 5DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
201 1 or faxed lo 0171-293 2010. and urc 
charged at £630 a line I VAT extra). 
OTHER Gazette announcement* (no- 
tices. functions. Forthcoming mar- 
riages, Marriages) mast be submitted 
in writing tor faiedi and are charged 
at £10 a line. VAT extra. The; should 
be accompanied hj a daytime telephone 
number. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Th*t‘rino.-BfWUev.-inhi.-)tilf.illlh.i>nxn tatk 
an ImT-Jnm at tkiOanpfcnn I The prtnre* 

Koval. Front', in. (Wing f.ir tin Eh jhknt .Vm- 
luii.n. aiuahb Unr rtauorul Omfirctic. jl SWai- 
No t'l mlanu- CrtlUt. W.mHo . MkJ'Doa. The 
Daki Ufi;s«crtler«-IL' Ok- L..ik 1 "ii hit Tiaflk 

Conliut Centre. RyJ Air Fnr,v West prjil.ia. 
MulJkatv. The Itacton rf titnaeoltt I'ali-’n. 
(.•niawl jiul Cjrr IrWiKv jml I leip h<r .+Xr jv* 
pie 1. 01 lend-, j fuadKOn 'a I fb, >31 ile Cluti. Liov 
ilimWI Tire Unhc of Kent. Cli jirui.m N'dlKHJl 
FJionnnc* C.aineit. ditcnd*- .1 Muiimhailea 
Mlhi 1/ul LciSUIV Ml' mol hi dmr*_f ai if» - jii- 
uiiuir<n nl Ekeirical fcaipaeii- LnJ n WC 2 . 
Prince Afciflidra.lWi‘11 oiiewh a party i>_' 0.+ 
..■hrar.- Us. fothannhei'ar, mI Bjiunrn the t ire 11 
I loll. Si Bajihnkino. ■■ Ite-piul LtnJ.ii EC I 
Prince Mldud rfKraL Rilr.ui of R,m Jl jnenJ-- 
a fever troll at tile Cilv nf Lon Jim Club. lanJun 

ri' 2 . 

Changing of the Guard 
The HmiM.'iwhl Cavaln Mounlid Rcriim.nl 
rr»Hme the JLifc On hJ jI H owie tluants 
1 lam 


"Birthdays 

I The Right Rev James Adams, Tanner 
Bishop Suffragan or Barking, SO: Mr 
Spiro Agnew. former US vice- 
president. 77; Mr Kenneth Ashton, 
former General Secretary, National 
Union of Journalists. 70; Mr Victor 
Blank, chairman and chief executive. 
Charterhouse pic, 53; Lord Bra- 
bourne, television and film produc- 
er. 71: Mr David Co ns l an L cricket 
umpire. 54; Mr Bryan Davies MR 5b: 
Miss Karen Dotrice, actress. 40; Mr 
George Duncan, chairman. ASW 
H nidi ays. 62: Sir Rubin Gillen, for- 
mer Lord Mayor of London. 70; Mr 
Ronald Harwood, novelist and play- 
wright. 61: Miss Katharine Hep- 
bum. actress, 86; Mr Henry HoggCT, 
High Commissioner to Namibia, 47; 
Mr Anthony Holland, former Pres- 
ident the Law Society, 57; Mr Alis- 
tair Home, historian. 70; Miss Hedy 
Lamarr, actress. 82: Mr Hugh 
Leonard, playwright. 69; Mr Roger 
McGougli. poet, 58; Air Vice- 
Marshal Kenneth Naira. 97; Dame 
Kathleen Raven, former Chief Nurs- 
ing Officer. DHSS, 85; Miss Stella 
Ridiman. television producer. 73; Mr 
Thny Slattery, actor and writer. 36: 
Mr DonaidTrelford, former Editor, 
the Ofnenw. 58: Viscount Weir, 
chairman. Weir Group, 62; Mr Tom 
Weukopf, golfer. 53: Lord Wolfson 
of Sunningdale. chairman. Next, 60. 

Anniversaries 

Birth-': Ivan Sergeyevich Turgenev, 
playwright. ISIS; Edward VLL, King. 
1841. Deaths: James Ramsay Mac- 
Donald. statesman. 1937: . Arthur 
Neville Chamberlain, statesman. 
194th, Dylan Marlais Thomas, poet. 
1953: General Charles de Gaulle, 
sunennan. 1970. On this day: the Cul- 
Jinan diamond was presented lo 
King, Edward vn on his 66th birth- 
day.' 1907; lhe deaih penally for 


murder was abolished in Britain, 
1965. Today is the Feast Day of St Be- 
nign us or Benen. St Theodore the 
Recruit and St Vitonus or V-inne. 

Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Irene 
Logan, “ Emaux de Limoges du 
sememe steele", ZJQpra. 

National Portrait Gallery: Dr D.W. 
Hughes, “Edmund Hallev (1656- 
1742V. 1.10pm. 

Leicester University ( Department of 
History of An); Dr Francis Amcs- 
Lewis, “Drawing and Renaissance 
Workshop Practices'’. 530pm. 

Lord Home of the Hirsel 

There will be two thanksgiving ser- 
vices for the life of Lord Home of the 
HineL 

In London, a service will be held 
in Westminster Abbey on Monday 22 
January, at 1130am. Those wishing 
to attend are asked to apply in writ- 
ing, enclosing a stamped addressed 
envelope, to Miss Karen Koenen, 23 
Great Winchester Street. London 
EC2P 2AX- Tickets will be posted on 
8 January. 

In Edfabnigh, a service will be held 
in St Giles' Cathedral on Monday 4 
December, ai I lam No tickers are 
required. 

Yitzhak Rabin 

A memorial meeting for Yitzhak Ra- 
bin will be held on Sunday 12 No- 
vember at the Royal Albert Hall, 
London SW7, from 1230pm to 
130pm. Doors vriD open at 1 1.02am, 
following the two minutes' silence for 
Remembrance Day. No tickets are 
required and all are welcome. A 
memorial service will be held after- 
wards. at 3.15pm, ai ihc West 

London Synagogue, London Wl. 


Luncheons 

Foytes Literary Luncheon 
Lord Healey was in the chair at the 
629th FtiyJes Literary Luncheon held 
yesterday at Grusvcnor House. Lon- 
don Wl. in honour of Mr Roy Hai- 
tersley MP, and to celebrate the 
publication of HI io Gw Home. 

Dinners 

Hazards Fortun 

Professor Sir Bernard Crosland. past 
chairman of Hazards Forum and Sir 
Richard Morris, chairman of Nirex. 
presided over a dinner discussion 
held yesterday evening by the Haz- 
ards Forum at the Athenaeum Club. 
London SWI. Sir Richard Doll and 
Dr Trevor KJelz spoke on “Risk - a 
Scientific Perspective - . 

Appointments 

Mr David Manning, to be Ambas- 
sador to the Stale of Israel. 

Miss Kaye Other; to be Ambassador 
(resident) lo the Republic of 
Rwanda. 

Mr Ian Lewty, io be .Ambassador to 
the State of Bahrain. 

Mr Christopher Hum, to be Am- 
bassador to the Republic or Poland. 
Miss Jessica Pearce, to be Ambas- 
sador to the Republic of Belarus. 
Mr B01 Sint on, to Iv Ambassador to 
the Republic of Pan ama. 

Mr Anthony Good enough, m be 
British High Commissioner to 
Canada. 

Mr Marlin Williams, to he British 
High Commissioner to the 
Republic of Zimbabwe. 

Lord Archer of Sandwell QC lD be 
Chairman of the Council on 
Tribunals. 

Professor Gordon McVie. to he 
Director-General of the Cancer 
Research Campaign. 


No security for ‘Private Eye’ libel costs 


Condliffe v Hislop and another; 
Court at Appeal ( Lord Justice 
Kennedy. LonJ Justice Mer 
Gibson and Sir Roger Parker) 

27 October 1995 

The court had no jurisdiction 
to order an impecunious plain- 
tiff. whose defamation action 
was being funded by a close rel- 
ative such as bis mother, to 
provide security for the 
defendants' costs. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by the de- 
fendants, Ian Hislop and 
Pressdram Ltd, and affirmed 
the decision of Sir Michael 
Davies, sitting as a judge of the 
Queen's Bench Division on 15 
July 1995. who set aside the or- 
der of deputy Master Ashton, 
on 12 May 1994, requiring the 
plaintiff, John Stuart Condliffe. 
to provide security for the de- 
fendants' costs in the sum of 
£5,000 failing which his action 
would be stayed. 

The defendants were re- 
spectively' the editor and pub- 
lisher of the magazine Private 
Eye. in which' there appeared, 
on 27 March 1992 an article 
about the way the plaintiff, a 
chartered accountant, con- 
ducted his business. The plain- 
tiff claimed the article was 
defamatory and began pro- 
ceedings on 23 Julv 1993 
seeking damages for fibcl. 

On 27 August 1993, the 
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plaintiff and his wife were ad- 
judged bankrupt. When asked 
how he proposed to finance his 
litigation, he told the defen- 
dants 1 solicitors lhat he had 
the financial assistance of a rel- 
ative, who turned out to be his 
mother. 

The defendants suggested 
the plain riff" s mother was a lady 
of modest means and that the 
plaintiff, who was also pursu- 
ing a similar action against 
West Country Television, would 
incur substantial costs. They ap- 
plied for a stay of the action un- 
less or until he provided 
security. 

David Eatfy QC and Adrienne Page 
tDavenpon Lyons I for dur defendants; 
Geoffrey Shaw QC (Peter Carter-Ruck 
A Ptr t) for the plaint iff. 

Lord Justice Kennedy referred 
to Order 23 of the Rules of the 
Supreme Court which dealt 
with security for costs. As the 
defendants conceded, the 
plaintiff did not fall within Or- 
der 23. rule I. which was clear- 
ly directed at plaintiffs against 
whom, because they were 
abroad or concealing their 
identity, or were shielding 
themselves behind a nominal 
plaintiff, it might be difficult to 
enforce an order for costs. 


Means were not relevant, ex- 
cept in the case of a nominal 
plaintiff, and the low was in gen- 
eral anxious not to shut out the 
individual plaintiff who was of 
limited means. 

There was no other Rule of 
the Supreme Court on which 
the defendants could rely, so 
their submission was lhat Or- 
der 23 was not exhaustive as to 
the circumstances in which the 
court might order security for 
costs. They sought to rely on the 
court's inherent jurisdiction. 

But on the face of it Older 23 
appeared to be specific as to the 
circumstances in which securi- 
ty for costs could be ordered, 
even to extent of providing, in 
rule 3, that “This Order is with- 
out prejudice to the provisions 
of any enactment which em- 
powers the Court to require se- 
curity to be given for the costs 
of any proceedings. . 

If Order 23, rule 1 was not 
intended to be exhaustive as to 
the circumstances in which the 
jurisdiction might be exercised, 
rule 3 would seem to be sur- 
plusage; and in C.T. Bowring v 
Corsi |1994] 2 Lloyd’s Rep 567 
(Law Report, 14 July 1994 j, two 
members of the Court or Ap- 
peal expressed the view that Or- 
der 23, rule L was exhaustive 


The defendants argued that the 
court always had power to de- 
fend itself against abuse, and to 
order security for costs or slay 
proceedings as weapons to that 
end. Maintenance was still an 
abuse, even if it was no longer 
a crime or tort; so where, as 
here, a plaintiff had been 
shown to be a maintained 
plaintiff, an order for security 
for costs enforced by means of . 
a slay should normally . be 
made. 

But it was dear from the Law 
Commission's report in 1966 
(whose proposal for the aboti- - 
tion of the crimes and torts of 
maintenance and champerty 
was enacted in the Criminal'. 
Law Act 1967) lhat by then-a ■ 
close relative would have been- , 
regarded as lawfully justified 
and not guilty of maintenance 
if they were to give financial as-: 
sis Lance to a person in this 
plaintiffs position. Nothing 
had happened since 1966 to 
render illegal the actions of the 
plaintiff 1 s mother in this case. 

Lord Justice Peter Gibson 
and Sir Roger Parker agreed. 

Paul Magrath, Banister 

• In R v Blackledge (Law Re- 
port, 8 November) John 
Aspinali QC and Elizabeth. 
Gunther should have been in- 
cluded in the list of counsel for 
the appellants. 
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IN BRIEF 


Virgin mulls legal advice on Channel 5 

Legal counsel to Virgin TV. a failed bidder for the Channel 5 
terrestrial broadcasting licence, say that there are grounds to 
proceed with legal action aimed at overturning the controver- 
sial decision. The Independent Television Commission, which 
last month awarded the licence to the Pearson/MAI-backed con- 
sortium Channel 5 Broadcasting, failed the Virgin TV bid on 
the issue of programming quality. Backers of Virgin TV including 
Richard Branson's Virgin Group. HTV and Associated News- 
papers. will meet on Monday to discuss the recommendation. 
Another partner in the winning group, the Luxembourg-based 
CLT media group, yesterday acquired a 49 per cent stake in the 
UK's all-talk independent radio station. Talk Radio. 

Henderson pension funds down £500m 

Henderson Administration's shares fell 13p to l,235p as it re- 
vealed another £500 ra fall in pension funds under management 
and half-year profits of £9.8m, down from £11. 2m last time. 
Dugald Eadie, who took over as group managing director a year 
ago. insisted that "the tide has turned" and that institutions were 
considering Henderson as a manager. In 1990 pension funds made 
up £5 Jbn of Henderson's £S Jbn funds under management, com- 
pared to just £3bn out of£13.6bn today. Henderson has main- 
tained profi lability by boosting other areas of business including 
its successful LIS joint venture Seligman Henderson, where funds 
doubled to £1.2**bn. The half-year dividend was held at 13.5p. 

New German move on Wall Street 

The New York brokerage firm, Oppenheimer & Co, is believed 
to be dose to being acquired by Bayerische Vereinsbank, Ger- 
many's fourth-largest commercial bank. If concluded, the deal 
is likely to carry a cash price tag of S400m to $500m. The Ger- 
man bank would acquire Oppenheimer’s brokerage operations 
and its one-third interest in Oppenheimer Capital, a money 
management firm. 

OECD lowers growth forecasts 

The OECD said it was lowering growth forecasts for its 25 mem- | 
ber countries this year from 2.7 per cent to 2 25 per cent. But 
it said growth was likely to recover in 1996 and beyond. Other 
bodies such as the IMF have already revised down their growth 
estimates for most industrial countries. 

Bank unveils gilts repo code 

The Bank of England yesterday published final versions of its 
documents for the gilts repo market opening on 2 January'. They 
include a legal agreement for repos and a code of best practice. 
Ian Plenderieith, executive director for monetary operations at 
, the Bank, said: “It is vital that the market should be safe and 
orderly... Firms now need to plan carefully their strategies and 
ensure that they have proper systems and controls in place." 

Maxwell ‘hopes of secret rescue’ 

The identity’ of a would-be rescuer of the Maxwell group had 
to be kept secret because of sensitivity about an Arab-Israeli 
peace conference, the Maxwell trial jury heard yesterday. Kevin 
Maxwell described his hopes that a group of Abu Dhabi investors 
including the ruler would inject £400 m into the crisis-hit group. 
Kevin, his brother Ian and former financial adviser Larry Tra- 
chtenberg deny conspiracy to defraud by misusing shares. Kevin 
denies a separate charge of conspiring with his father to defraud. 


CBI warms to Labour’s 


Oafs Eft*e> flawW UBttB* lZWklm YMflX) 


DONALD MACINTYRE 
and PETER RODGERS 

The CBI has told members in 
a confidential bulletin that 
Labour's developing theme of 
increasing business investment 
w is not out of Line with our own 
thinking”. 

In a surprisingly warm as- 
sessment of Labour's Budget 
proposals, the confederation’s 
Business Update reveals that 
Gordon Brown, the shadow 
chancellor, met Adair Turner, 
director general of the CBI, and 
Kate Barker, head of econom- 


ics, last month “at his [Mr 
Brown’s] request". 

The 3 November issue of the 
bulletin says that “the meat” of 
Mr Brown’s budget announce- 
ment - which he will amplify 
at a news conference today - is 
aimed at increasing investment 
and includes a “two-tier capital 
gains tax to encourage longer 
term holdings of assets". It adds 
that this is "an idea lifted from 
our budget proposals last year, 
and which we welcome, al- 
though our own debates sug- 
gests that the details of tapering 
may prove problematic". 


It also says that the shadow 
chancellor's proposals for an ex- 
pansion of Tessas and Peps to 
stimulate savings are also “wel- 
come in principle, although 
again the details are not dear". 

However, the CBI direc- 
torate sounds rather more cau- 
tious on Labour's plans to ease 
the burden of VAT on small 
business so that they can hire 
more employees. The bulletin 
warns that it means “business- 
es which are too large to ben- 
efit have to compete on unequal 
terms". It adds: “But overall the 
theme of business investment is 


not out of line with some of our 
own thinking." 

In a separate interview ahead 
of the CBI annual conference 
next week. Mr Turner con- 
firmed the CBI view that 
Labour has moved closer to in- 
dustry's thinking on a number 
of key issues, including macro- 
economic policy, although the 
employers’ organisation still 
objects strongly to the pro- 
posed minimum wage and 
Labour's espousal of the Eu- 
ropean Social Chapter, from 
which the Government has opt- 
ed ouL But Mr Turner also 


made dear that there is still con- 
siderable distrust among in- 
dustrialists about whether 
Labour can deliver on its more 
industiy-friendlv poliries. 

He said: “What our conser- 
vative members may well say is 
that the Labour Party's words 
don't sound bad. but can you 
trust them? That is still a legit- 
imate question, of course not in 
the personal sense - but if they 
w ere in government, how would 
they react to stress? Would 

thev stick to what they say? That 

is a’ legitimate question for peo- 
ple to ask-" 


Power play: The £14bn takeover bid frenzy over the electricity companies shifts to Wales 

Welsh Water 1 — 


throws hat 
in the ring 
for Swalec 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

The £14hn bid frenzy in the 
electricity sector was thrust 
back into the limelight yester- 
day with a statement by Welsh 
Water that it may bid for South 
Wales Electricity. The move 
comes five years after the wa- 
ter company first swooped on 
its neighbour, taking its stake to 
15 per cent before ultimately 
selling out 

In a terse statement made on 
the request of the Takeover Pan- 
el, the water group said: “The 
board of Welsh Water has been 
examining the case for making 
a takeover offer for South 
Wales Electricity." The com- 
pany said that “in current cir- 
cumstances" it envisaged any 
offer being around yesterday’s 
mid-morning price of £10210 per 
share, which would value 
Swalec at almost £lbn. The 
statement made dear that at 
that price it would include the 
value of SwaJcc’s stake in the 
National Grid Company, which 
is due to be floated on the stock 
market next month. 

Shares in Swalec soared by 70p 
to £10.58. adding to the strong 
gains earlier in die week. The eam- 
panv, which is advised by NM 
Rothschild, said: “Binding clari- 
fication of Welsh Whlcrs possible 
intentions. Swalec has no further 
comment to make and advises 
shareholders to take no action." 


A source at Welsh Water 
said: “We have been convinced 
of the synergies of such a 
takeover much longer than any- 
one else has been. It is en- 
couraging that others, albeit 
somewhat later, arc coming to 
the same conclusions." But one 
City analyst said Welsh would 
have to pay more like £11 a 
share to win the electridty firm 
and said he did not really expea 
a bid to materialise. 

“I do not see Welsh Water 
winning this. They are smaller 
than Swalec and even at £10.20 
they would be financially 
stretched - I cannot see share- 
holders being happy with this." 
he added. 

Welsh Water’s renewed in- 
terest follows government clear- 
ance at the end of last week for 
North West Waters £1.8bn 
takeover of Norweb. On Tues- 
day. Ian Lang, President of the 
Board of Trade, also gave the 
green light to a potential bid for 
Northumbrian Water by Lyon- 
naise des Eaux of France. 

The relationship between 
the two Welsh firms has nev- 
er recovered from Welsh Wa- 
ter's surprise raid on Swalec in 
December 1990 - immediate- 
ly after the electricity firm 
was privatised - when it 
scooped up about 9 per cent of 
the shares. Swalec resisted any 
overtures from the water com- 
pany but the stake was in- 
creased to almost 15 per cent 



Source of speculation: Welsh Water has stirred takeover rumours concerning Swalec 


in June 1991 and Welsh Wttcr 
held on to the shares until De- 
cember 1992. selling at a sub- 
stantial profit. 

There have since been senior 
management changes at both 
groups and, in recent months, 
the map of the electricity in- 
dustry has been rapidly re- 
drawn. But the widespread 
view is that there is still little 
love lost between the two 
companies. 

Some analysts argue that 


much of the potential cost sav- 
ings between the water and 
electricity operations could be 
achieved by co-operation with- 
out the risks of a merger. So far, 
Welsh Water and Swalec have 
no collaborations. Swalec has 
entered into a joint develop- 
ment on customer hilling sys- 
tems with South Western 
Electricity, now owned by 
Southern Electric Internation- 
al of the US. 

Takeover fever was further fu- 


elled by rumours of fresh in- 
terest from Houston Indus- 
tries. which was earlier thwarted 
in attempts to buy Norweb- 
There was speculation Hous- 
ton might be out for a bid bat- 
tle with Central and South West 
Corporation of the US, its for- 
mer partner in the Norweb bid. 
which has mounted a takeover 
of Seeboard, CSW is expected 
to announce today it already 
owns 27 per cent of Seeboard. 

Comment, page 25 


Glaxo plans to triple research spending 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Glaxo Wellcome, the drugs 
giant, told the City yesterday 
that il planned to triple the 
productivity of its research and 
development operation. In one 
of the first big strategy an- 
nouncements since its £6-3bn 
takeover of Wellcome in March 
the group said it would bring 
three new medicines to market 
every year from now until 2000. 
The move is part of the new 
competitive pressures sur- 


rounding the pharmaceuticals 
indusliy, underlined yesterday 
by reported comments from 
Jan Leschly. chief executive of 
rivals SmithKline Beech am. 
that he expects “double-digit" 
profit growth from the launch 
of new products in the future. 

At the briefing to City fol- 
lowers of the company at its new 
£7Q0m medicines research cen- 
tre at Stevenage in Hertford- 
shire, Glaxo Wellcome' ‘s senior 
management announced the 
results of an important review 


of the drugs pipeline and a ratio- 
nalisation of the management 
structure in the wake of l he 
Wellcome takeover. 

Total research and develop- 
ment expenditure of £1.2bn in 
1996 will be little changed from 
the figure spent by the com- 
bined companies in the Iasi re- 
ported financial period. But 
the research portfolio has been 
boiled down to 50 big research 
a ad 93 development projects, 
compared with 160 research 
projects alone at the two com- 


panies before they combined. 
Areas of concentration in 
research will be the neuro- 
sciences, anti-Urals, cardiovas- 
cular disease and cancer, while 
development will lean towards 
respiratory ailments, anti-viral 
infections, diseases affecting 
the central nervous system, 
oncology and emesis and car- 
diovascular and critical care. 

James NiedeL director of re- 
search and development, said 
(hat between six aod eight lay- 
ers of management had been re- 


duced lo four hi the new, much 
flatter structure introduced in his 
area of responsibility. At the 
same time, management had 
been made more global with re- 
search centres in eight countries 
from the US to Japan being 
brought under one team instead. 

Glaxo Wcllcome’s new-found 
productivity’ in R&D stems in 
part from the SSJOra purchase 
earlier this year of Affymax, a 
Californian biotechnology com- 
pany that replaces chemists in 
the search for new drugs. 


Economy: Bank of England raises expectations of lower interest rates despite its uncertainty over the outlook for earnings 

Bank less gloomy on inflation Pay settlements seen 
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clear sign the Bank had softened haviour of broad money. moTtnaoe imprest aav-merfE *' Jl 


RAUL WALLACE 

Economics Edita*’ 

The Bank of England has be- 
come more optimistic about 
the outlook for inflation, but is 
warning the Government 
against a giveaway Budget. 

Since its last inflation report 
in August, the Bank has shad- 
ed down its central projection 
of inflation in two years’ time, 
although it still thinks it will nar- 
rowly exceed the Government's 
target of 25 per cent or less. 

However, the Bank now ac- 
cepts that “there is now a some- 
what greater chance that 
inflation will be below 25 per 
cent in two years’ time". 

The Bank's chief economist, 
Mervyn King, said: “We will be 
Gladstonian in looking at the 
numbers’* in the Budget. How- 
ever, he also said the PSBR's 
failure to shrink so far this year 
could simply mean “we nave 
started more slowly on the road 
of fiscal consolidation". 

The gilts market reacted 
favourably, with the December 
contract rising over half a point. 
The short sterling contract also 

rose, indicating expectations of 
an easing in monetary policy. 


Some City analysts saw yes- 
terday’s Inflation Report as a 
clear sign the Bank had softened 
its lineT 

Ian Shepherdson, UK econ- 
omist at HSBC Markets, said 
“Mr Clarke will be pleased 
with this report If his Budget 
is neutral or tight then the door 
will be open for lower rates in 
the New Year - possibly even 
before Christmas." 

The report was published on 
the same day the CBI revealed 
that manufacturing production 
had fallen in the past four 
months in Scotland and the 
North-west. Nationally, manu- 
facturing output was rising aL its 
lowest rate for two years. 

Mervyn King said that “the 
probability of hitting the infla- 
tion target has clearly risen 
since the August report". 

This contrasted with the po- 
sition earlier in the year, when 
the risks were “on the upside", 
meaning il was more likely in- 
flation would come in above 25 
per cent than it was that it would 
come in below. 

The Bank identified three 
principal uncertainties about 
the inflation outlook. These 
were the prospects for demand 


and output, the puzzle of low 
earnings growth and the be- 
haviour of broad money. 

The Bank warned that the 
downside risks to output had in- 
creased. especially in the short 
run. 

In particular, stocks hod been 
built up further in the second 
quarter, increasing the risk of 
a temporary destocking cycle 
and accounting in part for the 
recent weakness of manufac- 
turing output. 

However, on balance the 
Bank expected some modest 
pick-up in domestic demand, 
which would essentially be sus- 
tained by a revival of consumer 
spending. 

This forecast for consump- 
tion, which did not take into ac- 
count any tax cuts in >he 
Budget, was b?scd mainly on 
the fact the impact of previous 
tax increases was drawing lo an 
end. Consumption was there- 
fore likely to return to growth 
at around its trend rate over the 
next year or so. 

The principal danger in the 
labour market was that the law- 
growth ol earnings reflected an 
unsustainably low drift in wage 
rates rather than lower pay set- 


% increase in RPt excJuduyj 
mortgage Inte rest payments 

— new breeaa 

Auflustforecaa 


m — i 

0 t 1 -— + afe ^ t ' & 

90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 

dements. The gap between av- 
erage earnings growth and set- 
tlements had virtually 
disappeared, but could rebound 
quickly with faster increases in 
bonuses or a period of stabili- 
ty in part-time work or overtime. 

The Bank believed that the 
rate of growth of broad money 
- which had run at just over S 
per cent in the year lo Sep- 
tember - should turn down. 

If sustained, however, it 
would foreshadow a pick-up in 
nominal demand that would 
eventually lead to higher 
inflation. 

Economic view, page 27 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

The outlook for wages is one of 
the biggest uncertainties about 
inflation prospects highlighted 
in the Bank of England report. 

The reason for the uncer- 
tainty is that growth in under- 
lying average earnings has been 
unexpectedly low this year - 
even though basic pay settle- 
ments have been edging up 
and unemployment has fallen 
further faster than in previous 
recoveries. Annual earnings 
growth has fallen lo 3215 per 
cenL and nobody is sure why. 

The Bank puts forward two 
diametrically opposed expla- 
nations for the surprisingly 
good behaviour of wages so far . 
The pessimistic view is that the 
reaction to the big fall in un- 
employment and creation of ex- 
tra jobs has been delayed, and 
is about lo take place. There has 
been an unusual absence of 
’ wa ge drift.” - increases in 
earnings above basic settle- 
ments such as bonuses and 
overtime pay. The shift towards 


lower-paid, part-time work 
would also tend to reduce mea- 
sured average earnings. 

Wage drift has always tend- 
ed to rebound quickly in the 
past It might do so soon. In ad- 
dition, skills shortages tend to 
emerge a long way into a re- 
covery, so this could be on the 
horizon again now. 

Pay settlements have already 
picked up to about 35 per cent 
from 3 per cent at the start of 
the year. The current Ford and 
Nfauxhali negotiations and the 
cluster of settlements in Janu- 
ary will be crucial. 

The optimistic explanation is 
that there is far more slack in 
the labour market than con- 
ventional measures suggest* 
Deregulation and flexibilit?: 
mean that the level of unem- 
ployment below which infla- 
tionary pressures emerge is 
much lower than it was in the 
1980s. If this is true, unem- 
ployment can safely fall much 
further and a slight upward 
move in pay settlements has no 
troubling implications for the in- 
flation outlook. 


ttw» 


At the CBI conference in 
Birmingham, Tony Blair, the 
Labour leader isto speak on the 
same day as Michael Heseltine, 
the deputy prime minister. 

Mr TUrner acknowledged 
that the CBI is in a sensitive po- 
sition. because anything ft says 
about the political parties can 
be read as taking sicks: “I don’t 
think wc have any choice but to 
state the facts of where - we 
stand and our priorities, and 
then comment on the policies 
of the Government and the 
t a h our opposition as they line 
up against our priorities.” £ 


Moves to 
end row 
over City 
panel 


JOHN 0SENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

TTieCorporalkraofXondon is to 
meet a top Treasury official in an 
effort to defuse a row seen as 
damaging the City's efforts to 
promote its image. Michael Cas- 
sidy, chairman of the Corpora- 
tion’s influential policy com- 
mittee, will hold talks with An- 
gela Knight, economic secre- 
tary to the Treasury, on 21 Nove- 
mber, about changes to a Trea- 
sury panel instituted to promote 
Britain's financial capital. 

The public row, which has 
provoked anger inside the Trea- 
sury, is causing embarrassment 
to a number ot the City’s “great 
and good", brought onto what 
is known as the Chancellor’s 
promotion panel. 

The 20-man panel is domi- 
nated by heads of big banks, in- . 
vestment banks and insurance^ 
companies, such as Lord 
Alexander of Nat West Group. 
Win Bischoff of Schraders, Pe- 
ter Davies of Prudential and 
Alastair Ross Go obey of Her- 
mes Investment Management 
the fund manager. 

The Corporation, one of the 
most active bodies in promot- 
ing the City's financial reputa- 
tion, has written to Mrs Knight 
proposing that the panel be 
widened lo include a more rep- 
resentative selection of City in- 
stitutions and businesses. 

Mr Cassidy said: “There is 
widespread concern in a num- 
ber of influential City quarters 
about the way this initiative has 
been set up.' 

“We all want it to galvanise 
the City, and for it to be led by 
the Treasury, but too many feel 
left out of the process." 

Mr Cassidy riled the Slock 
Exchange. Lloyd's of London, 
the Metal Exchange and Liffe, 
the futures exchange, as bodies 
that need to be represented “If 
we exclude any major market, 
the whole thing wQl founder 
over time and people will rub- 
bish its work,” he said. He has 
sent the Treasury a list of oth- 
er representatives who wish to A 
be included in the initiative. ™ 

The public undermining of 
what has been a carefully pre- 
pared, high-profile panel lo bol- 
ster the City’s standing here and 
abroad has caused considerable 
irritation in the Treasury. The 
panel has been a year in the 
making and there was wide con- 
sultation. including with the 
Corporation, on objectives, 
structures and membership. 
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business 


Shareholders should nip Welsh bid in the bud 


-‘Once a rnanagement 
^begins to focus not 
‘ on business logic and 
reamings per share 
. but on corporate 
: aggrandisement - as 
r in the North West 
. takeover of Noiweb - 
- anything can happen 
/. and unfortunately 
k often does’ 


r I ^ey laughed in the valleys and in the Gly 
A a few years ago when Welsh Water 
bought a stake in Swalec, the principality's 
electricity company. The idea was ill con- 
ceived as a business strategy, and terribly 
limed, since it was shortly after privatisation, 
when any bid for a Rec would have been 
lacked into touch by the government 

SwaJec beat off Wiish Water’s unwelcome 
attentions, and since then relations between 
die two have been strained, to say the least 
This autumn, SwaJec announced plans to 
band back cash to shareholders clearly 
designed - despite denials aD round - to pre- 
empt another move by Welsh Water. 

No prizes for guessing what has made lain 
Evans, chairman of Welsh Water, decide to 
Lry again. It must of course, be the exam- 
ple of Sir Desmond Pilcher of North West 
Water, just over the border, who has suc- 
cessfully carried off Norwcb to create the 
first multi-utility company in Britain. Mr 
Evans will no doubt be making the same 
claims about efficiency gains, joint services 
and the rest of it, to justify putting together 
two completely unsuitable businesses. 

Welsh Water may have invented the idea, 
but North West first pushed the concept 
through. There have been changes on both 
the Swalec and Welsh Water boards since the 
original confrontation, and it is not a fore- 
gone conclusion that an agreed deal will be 
rejected out of hand. Nevertheless, the 
prospects for Mr Evans' plans do not look 
good, especially since he has been forced 


into an early disclosure by the Takeover 
PaneL There is nothing like a bit of warn- 
ing to give a target company lime to mar- 
shall its defences. 

Swalec is not the lop performing Rcc, and 
has a complicated and hilly distribution area 
that brings extra costs and difficulties. But 
value for money in a bid is probably not the 
determining factor in pricing a Rec now, 
since the fewer there are left the more their 
scarcity value rises. The price ticket for even 
beginning discussions on an agreed deal 
must be near 1270p a share, to match Cen- 
tral and South West’s bid for See board, but 
there are no signs yet of Welsh Staler con- 
templating anything like that amount. 

Once a management begins to focus not 
cm business logic and earnings per share but 
on corporate aggrandise men l — as in the 
North West takeover of Norwch - anything 
can happen and unfortunately often does. 
Empire buDding appears to be an infectious 
disease. Shareholders should nip this one in 
the bud before it is too late. 

Independents still 
have a role 

R othschild Ls dearly feeling the heaL The 
very fact that the merchant bank felt 
obliged to put ouL a statement swearing un- 
shakeable allegiance to the cause of inde- 
pendence is as revealing as the message iisclL 
It is reacting to a climate of unquenchable 


expectation in the market that, following the 
spate of investment banking mcTgers earli- 
er this year, the rest of the City 's indepen- 
dent houses will tumble like ninepins. The 
effervescence of Schroder's share pria: is ev- 
idence that the market Ls not be moved by ( 
repeated protestations of independence. ) 

There is little doubt that there are per- ; 
sisient suitors out there. Both ABN Amro 
and NalWcst Group have successful secu- 
rities operations, but are determined to 
make good weaknesses in corporate finance 
and asset management. In particular. 
Nat West, which has positively trumpeted its 
ambitions substantially to reinforce its 
investment hanking activities both in Lon- 
don and New York, is viewed in the City as 
haring woefully botched the chance of a 
strategic leap when it lost out on SG War- 
burg to SBC. 

With Warburg and Kleinwon Benson 
gone, as well as Smith New Court, there arc 
ever fewer takeover targets in the City. 
Schroders. Flemings. Rothschilds and 
Lazards are the only real options, given 
Hambros’ unusual mix of businesses which 
would scarcely satisfy anyone looking for a 
cl assic merchant bank. But Is the market cor- 
rect in its seeming conviction that further 
consolidation is inevitable? Certainly, there 
is a case Tor arguing that, if there is a lime 
for the families at Schroders or Flemings to 
cash in, then it is now at the top of the 

market. , 

But whatever the farec of the argument 


for integrated investment banking con , 
glome rates, with massive balance sheets, it 
is not a universal one. The investment 
hanking market is as diverse as any other, 
offering ample opportunities alongside the 
integrated behemoths for the fleet-footed, 
flexible and focused. . 

There arc corporate clients who sun 
value “pure” advice, unburdened by prod- 
uct and trading concerns. Schroders recent 
winning of the German Poslbank mandate 
against American competition proves mai 
bin does not always win. There may stillbe 
a place for independents, but their numbers 
will eventually be even smaller than now. 

A different note 
from the Bank 

T he Bank of England sounds a very dif- 
ferent note in its latest Inflation Report 
from the warnings in the previous two doc- 
uments. Three months ago. the Bank said 
lhal delay in taking action could ultimately 
result in interest rales having to go higher 
than would otherwise be the case. Now, with 
interest rates on hold at their present level 
at 0.75 per cent for the best par! of a year, 
the Bank counsels a “wail and see 
This is hardlv surprising, given the tact tnai 
I iu, central projection of underlying inflation 
in two veais' lime is now only 
i above the Governments objective of ib per 
! cent or less. The Bank also says that the 


chances of meeting that target have nnproved 
and that it Ls more likely that inflation could 
come in below 25 per cent. All this, however 
Is predicated on the assumption of 
unchanged fiscal policy - and there’s the mb. 

For the political smoke signals suggest that 
Kenneth Clarke will spring more of a sur- 
prise in his Budget in the way of tax cuts than 

iscommonly recognised While the Chan- 
cellor will no doubt pledge compensating 
spending cuts, past experience suggests that 
H will be difficult to sustain them in the run- 
up to an election. In which case, the Bank 
should be preparing to cry foul and demand 
an offsetting tightening in monetary policy. 

Yet in reality, the debate in their monthly 
monetary meetings is much more likely in 
the not loo distant future to centre on 
demands from the Chancellor for a further 
cut in interest rates. With manufacturing 
declining in September and a flat housing 
market, he has an increasingly strong hand 
to plav. As the Bank conceded, the nsk of 
a setback to output through destocking has 
increased since the last report in August. 

The Bank is at pains to emphasise that in 
previous recoveries output has declined in 
at least one quarter. Indeed it points out 
how “remarkably smooth” the pattern of 
output growth has been in the present 
upswing. But if an inventoiy correction 
does bring about a temporary fall m GDP, 
the Bank will find it difficult to resist pres- 
sure from the Chancellor for a cut in 
, interest rates. 


Rank names 
outsider as 
chief executive 


* 


JOHN SHEPHERD 

.Leisure analysts were yesterday 
surprised by the announcement 
that Andrew Tbare, head of 
English China Gays, would 
succeed Michael Gifford as 
chief executive of Rank Or- 
ganisation, the UK’s largest 
leisure group. 

“People were expecting a 
block-busting name. Andrew 
Tbare comes, shall we say. from 
a different stable," one analyst 
said 

Mr Tea re will assume control 
at Rank in the spring, soon af- 
ter Mr Gifford's 60lh birthday. 
It is understood he will be on a 
similar remuneration package 
to Mr Gifford who earned a ba- 
sic £330,000 last year. 

Many analysts had believed 
that either an internal candidate 
would win through, or that 
Rank would choose an estab- 
lished name from, the industry. 



No paragon: Andrew Tear® 
- to take over the helm 


Recent speculation about the 
likely successor had strongly fea- 
tured the name of John Coni an 
of First Leisure. 

Mr Gifford said yesterday, 
however, lhal people had mis- 
understood the selection 
criteria. 

“We need an expert in the 
film industry, someone with a 
thorough understanding of 
theme parks, an understanding 
of the mas s entertainments 
business, and someone with 
knowledge of office equipment 
“Where do i find this 
paragon of experience? You 
don’t - you find someone else. 
There is no point in appointing 
an expert in bingo, because we 
already have the expert It is 
much easier to understand wbal 
the businesses are about rather 
than have someone with a 
narrow view." 

MrTeare, 53, is credited with 
. thoroughly reshaping ECC. 
since he became chief executive 
of the kaolin and paper chem- 
icals group five years ago. He 
was previously managing di- 
rector of Rugby Group for six 
years until 1990, having spent 
spells at Turner & NewaB and 
Cement Roadstone. 

Investors in ECC took a dim 
view of his departure, and the 
company's shares yesterday fell 
16p to 334p while Rank’s rose 
7p to 427p. 

Analysts said Mr GiffortTs act 
would be a lough one to follow, 
riven his own thorough re- 
shaping of Rank since he as- 
sumed the chief executive s 
chair in 1983. 


V iwiw — - 

Rothschild wants to 
keep it in the family 

* . - ..nsfoi'ctnnr! tn have 


JOHN E1SENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

The Rothschild family basre- 

asserted its determination to re- 
tain control of the ^vestment 
- bank bearing its name manun 
TOual bid to quash 

SnofaseU-ouLSffEw^D 

de Rothschild, ihebanks chaff 

JSin in «"'™ 1 

tag company <* %££ 
Shrilled to its mdepcmtei^ 

■c— s 1 gSE& , £ 

Group. 

S^^mtelooldngfor 

up ilscorpo- 

. «*■ 
“CS*. NatWest’s 


chairman, is understood to have 
made acquisition approach^ to 
NM Rothschild, aim there rave 
also been informal discussions 
with Schroders and Fleming!. 
All are understood to have em- 
phasised their respective con- 
irolling families’ determination 
to remain independent 

It is believed that Roth- 
schild’s decision to issue a pub- 
lic reaffirmation of its 
independent strategy was pri- 
mary aimed at reassuring cor- 
porate clients and its own 

suggested that the pemamt 

Stspeculat»nJtadmgto 
Rothschild name to NatW«* 
has been prompted in part by 
Sriiappin^s in some quarters 

SSctenk. notably corporate 

^.Twtet is seen tehee 

Jack of direction. 




o backs down 

Anderson bail 

X Mr Anderson retmned 
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Record pre-tax profit 


PRE-TAX PROFIT 
EARNINGS PER SHARE 


Nine months unaudited results 
to 30 September 1995 

£1 ,813m +22% 


35.6p 


+16% 


» Record pre-tax profit of £1,813 million for the nine months, based on a good 
performance from financial services and an exceptional one from tobacco. 

a Total financial services trading profit rose by 19 per cent to £789 million. Profit 
from the general business increased by 30 per cent . to £493 million, while the 
life and investment business was up 4 per cent to £296 million, despite 
difficult conditions for UK life companies. 

| Hie isKreUent performance from tobacco continued and profit increased by 

/ 34 cent to £1,207 million. Group cigarette volumes were 20 per cent 
cafiiv from our domestic and export operations, as well as from die 




Lesses..-. 



The hi quarterly report i$ 
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Vosper steering steady profits course 


Vosper Thontycroft, now one of only 
two warship building yards left in the 
UK since the demise of Swan Hunter, 
has fared significantly better than its 
land-based peers In the construction 
industy. Management has proved 
much more adept at making money 
from long-term fixed-price contracts. 
Profits have risen steadily as a result, 
locking in healthy gains for investors 
who bought the shares at 160p when 
the group was privatised in 1988. 

Despite the fall in half-year turnover 
announced yesterday, current vol- 
umes of work are similar to last year. 
It is only because of Vosper's conser- 
vatism in booking profits towards the 
end of a contract's life that il was able 
to lift profits bv 1 1 per cent to £1 1.4ra 
in the six months to September as ships 
for Saudi Arabia. Qatar and Oman 
come well on the way to completion. 

But as Lord Wakeham. Ihe former 
Conservative energy minister who 
now chairs the company, suggests, a 
company in Vesper's position also 
needs to maintain a strong order book 
with the Royal Navy lo remain in con- 
tention as a serious shipbuilder. That 
is why the imminent decision on the 
follow-on order for three Type 23 
frigates for the Navy, worth perhaps 
around £40(Jm, could be crucial. 

Vosper's order book has already 
fallen from over £600m last year to 
£450m. Although work does not run 
out completely until 2001. Vosper 
needs new contracts to keep the yard 
fully occupied over the next few years. 

Management is in discussions with 
the Saudis to supply a further Lhree 
minehunters, plus support vessels, fol- 
lowing an initial deal to supply three 
under the AJ Yam am a 2 arrangement 
with British Aerospace. That could be 
worth several hundred million pounds 
and is the most attractive potential 
overseas contract from a number of 
current possibilities. These include 
tenders outstanding for offshore sup- 
port vessels for Brunei and missile ships 
for Kuwait and a frigate order expected 
to come from the United .Arab Emi- 
rates in 1W. 

Any of those would be enough t to 
secure Vosper's future, but the Type 
23 deal would re-establish the com- 
pany's credentials in the large warship 
market and help maintain work on 
steel-hulled vessels at Southampton. 
Vosper is confident it can beat off the 
challenge from GEC's Yarrow yard on 
the Clyde, builder of the first batch of 
Type 23s. Failure could cost 500 jobs, 
but would not be disastrous for the 
company, which anyway should sec 40 


per cent of ils profits come from non- 
traditional work within two years. 

Nat West Securities' forecast of prof- 
its of £27.5m this year would pul the 
shares at S65p, up 5p. on a prospective 
pricc/eamings ratio of 15. Fair value, 
given Vosper's strength. 

The components 
for success 

EIectrc*componcnts may not be a 
glamorous business, but it has been one 
of the most reliable performers ontbe 
market in recent years. 

Since 1990 its shares have more than 
trebled and are up by more than 30 per 
cent this year alone. It has also in- 
creased ils dividend every year for the 
past 2S years. 

The company has secured a prof- 
itable and secure niche, delivering 
electrical parts Lo industrial customers 
who want fast, efficient service and arc 
prepared lo pay a premium for iL 

Any order placed by 8pm one day 
will be delivered lo I he customer by the 
following morning. The company's 
technical help lines take 2,000 colls a 
day and new trade counters are being 


opened so that customers can pick up 
orders if they prefer. 

As well as ensuring fat margins, that 
level of efficiency requires expensive lo- 
gistics and warehousing systems which 
erect high barriers to entry. Electro- 
components and its main competitor. 
Parnell Electronics, have between them 
tied up 80 of the UK market. 

EJeclrocomponents is now following 
Us rival m taking the concept of rapid 
overnight delivery overseas, where 
this kind of service is a relatively 
novel idea. 

The results speak for themselves. 
Pre-tax profits in the six months to Sep- 
tember were up by 18 percent lo£42m. 
Sales were up a similar amount to 
£257m. 

Far from being a mature market, the 
UK division is going like a train. Sales 
at RS Components increased by 16 per 
cent and the company now has 1 70,000 
British customers. 

Net cash stands at £5Gm despite a 
prodigious investment programme. 
The group is spending £40m on a new 
warehouse in NuneaLon. It is also 
buying in ils overseas distributors and 
has added Spain and Singapore in the 
past two months. 

Credit Lyonnais t-ning is forecasting 
full-year profits of £98m. 


Vosper Thornycroft: at a glance 


Mattel vahte: £277m. share prtce 865g . , ■ ; - 
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With the shares down 3p at 325p yes- 
terday, that would put the shares on a lofty 
forward rating of 21, a hefty premium to 
Parnell. 

Elcctxocomponents is a quality com- 
pany as the record shows, but at the cur- 
rent level the shares are high enough. 

Smokers set BAT 
profits alight 

Investors who believe tobacco is a dying 
business should think again in the light 
of the latest quarterly results from BAT 
Industries. Operating profils from tobacco 
soared by £100m to £38Sm in the three 
months to 30 September, lifting the 
nine-month total from the weed from 
£761m to £1.05bn. 

The company’s daily sales, topped up 
by last year's purchase of American 
Brands' US business, American Tobacco, 
exceed 1.8 billion cigarettes. While smok- 
ing may be on the decrease in more de- 
veloped nations, there are more than 
enough markets opening up to keep BAT 
busy for years. 

Even the health-conscious US is yield- 
ing better returns. Recent price rises are 
the first for two years and there are signs 
that hostilities in the discounting war are 
beginning to wane. For investors in BAT 
this will come as welcome news, with the 
company’s giant financial services arm - 
encompassing Eagle Star, Allied Dunbar 
and Farmers - now finding the going 
slightly tougher. 

Third-quarter operating profits from 
financial services rose from £213m to 
£249m, increasing the nine-month total 
from £620m to £73 0m. Allied Dunbar is 
struggling harder than - most in BATs 
camp, mainly because of the tough con- 
ditions in the pensions and life businesses. 
The Eagle Star general insurance side is 
bouncing back, reclaiming ground lost to 
Direct Line. The company has more than 
500,000 policyholders through its own di- 
rect insurance operation. 

More financial services acquisitions 
look likely- BAT has hardly kept it a se- 
cret that it would like to buy a budding 
society, and there are still plenty to 
choose from. The possible acquisition of 
Gartmore. the fund management busi- 
ness. is looking increasingly unlikely. 

After a 22 per cent rise to £I.Slbn in 
the nine months, full-year group profits 
are set to hit £234bn. With a prospective 
yield of 53 per cent, the forward multi- 
ple of under 12 still makes BAT look 
cheap, even following yesterdays 14p rise 
in the shares to 547p. 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Higher costs at the Asian satel- 
lite broadcaster Star-TV and 
lower earnings from US films 
depressed first-quarter results 
at News Corporation. Rupert 
Murdoch’s media empire. 

Net income after lax but be- 
fore extraordinary Items to- 
talled S210m (£135m). down 
from $222m last time. Rev- 
enues rose 5 per cent to $2^bn. 

Fox Television, the company's 
US network of stations, shone 
against the generally weaker 
trend, managing a 30 per cent 
rise in operating profits, fuelled 
by acquisitions. 

The TV performance helped 
offset lower profits from the US 
filmed entertainment division, 
which includes Twentieth Cen- 
tury Fox. the Hollywood studio. 
Overall. US operations, ac- 
counting for nearly 70 per cent 
of company-wide revenues, saw 
operating income climb year- 
on-year from S20Sm to S221m. 

In the UK. where the com- 
pany publishes five national 
newspaper tides, including the 
Sun and the Times, earnings 


were down marginally, de- 
pressed by lower profits in 
filmed entertainment and book 
publishing. The newspaperdi- 
vison,groig)edunderthe News 
International subsidiary ^ per- 
formed ahead of last year, de- 
spite sharpty .higher prices for 
'newsprint- Circulation gains, 
as weH as higher revenues from' 
advertising, helped posh oper- 
ating income from newspapers 
to $80m from S77m. 

Cover price increases since 
last year had “littleto no effect” 
on ’circulation, the company 
said. Circulation at the Son re- 
mained at the 4 minion-plus 
mark and at the Timer at just 
over 680,000. 

BSkvB. 40 per cent owned by 
News Corp, put in a stcQar per- 
formance. The satellite and car 
We broadcaster, which unveiled 
healthy quarterly earnings on 
Tuesday, has 43S million sub- 
scribers. Analysts expect the 
company to grow even faster if 
negotiations for rights to Rug- 
by Union's Five Nations Cup 
and other European matches 
end in an exclusive deal 

News Corps operating in- 
come in Australia and Asia 



Rupert Murdoch: Sky’s the 
limit for BSkyB 

-was down sharply to just $129 
in the quarter, compared win 
$29m last thne, due in part to 
higher development costs at 
Star-TV, where new channels 
are planned. A new cable ser- 
vice in Australia, Fbxtd, was 
launched on 23 October. 

Lower earnings from Ansett, 
the airline and hotels group in 
which .News holds 50 per cent 
interest, also dampened profits 
in the Far East T be company 
blamed industry overcapacity 
and competitive pricing. 


Nynex CableComms to 
stick to discount pricing 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Nynex CableComms. the coun- 
try's second-largest cable op- 
erator, will stick to its discount 
pricing for telephone services, 
its chief executive, Eugene Con- 
nell, said yesterday. Following 
cuts in tariffs introduced by BT 
in the summer, Nynex has of- 
fered a 25 per cent discount to 
BT s published prices for resi- 
dential domestic and interna- 
tional calls since last month. 

K had already been offering 
limited discounts prior to the 
cuts in October, as part of a 
strategy to increase penetration. 

Mr Connell made the an- 
nouncement as he unveQed re- 
sults for the nine months to 30 


September. Revenues from 
combined cable television and 
telephony services doubled to 
£57m in the nine months to 30 
September. Losses continued to 
mount, however, as the com- 
pany built out its network. From 
£5l"m in the comparable peri- 
od last year, operating lasses 
rose to just over £78m. 

The company has franchises 
covering 2.69 million homes, in 
the North of England. London 
and on the south coast, ac- 
counting for about 17 percent 
of LTC franchised homes. 

Average revenues per tele- 
phone customer have dropped 
as a result of aggressive pricing, 
but revenues overall from tele- 
phony have risen sharply. More- 


over, revenues per cable cus- 
tomer were up 8 per cent like- 
for-like. “This is a reflection of 
our strategy to increase pene- 
tration by pricing competitive- 
ly,’’ Mr Connell said Nynex has 
also cut imenxjnnection charges 
through increased use of its own 
switching equipment and has cut 
administrative and sales costs by 
21 per cenL 

By the end of the period, 
Nynex's network had passed a 
total of more than one million 
homes, up from 673 million at 
the end of 1 994. It added IS. 000 
customers in the third quarter, 
for a total of 42,000 so far iA 
1995. Shares rose by lp to 
130p, still below the company's 
issue price of I37p in May. 
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Electricity takeover: Manweb exodus seen as bonus as group looks to expand on back of profits growth 

Scottish Power plans 
to spread net wider 


For a better 
deal on ear 
and home 
insurance 
go direct to 
Norwich. 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

About 850 Manweb employees 
left the company in the run-up 
to the £I.lbn takeover last 
month by Scottish Power. Ian 
Robinson, chief executive of the 
Scottish group, said he viewed 
Ihe exodus, pari of Manweb’s 
“scorched earth" defence pol- 
icy as a “surprise" and “bonus". 

Mr Robinson said that about 
30 more people have left Man- 
web in the few weeks since the 
Scottish group moved in but 
that he has no feeling yet for 
how many more might go. Scot- 
tish Power plans to wait until 
January before making a state- 
ment on the integration of the 
firm into the enlarged group, 
and on how the Manweb busi- 
ness will be moved forward 

Mr Robinson also said tbat 
Scottish Power would cut 350 


jobs in its own core operations 
over the next 12 months as a re- 
sult of reorganisation, in addi- 
tion to 140 people who left in 
the first half of the year. 

In the six months to 30 Sep- 
tember, Scottish Power made a 
pre-tax profit of £128m, up 3.9 
per cent over the same period 
last year. Earnings per share 
rose by 3.8 per cent to 1 L4p and 
the interim dividend increased 
by 13.6 per cent to 5.17 per 
share. The company confirmed 
earlier projections of a full-year 
dividend of 15-5p. 

Scottish Power will continue 
its drive outside its core elec- 
tricity operations in areas that 
include gas, retail and tele- 
communications. It plans lo 
launch a full public telephone 
service in Scotland next year, 
undercutting BT prices for do- 
mestic customers by up to 15 per 
cent. Scottish Power already has 


80 business customers for its 
fledgling communications arm 
and has invested £35m in a fi- 
bre-optic network in the region. 
Mr Robinson is aiming for a 15 
per share of the Scottish mar- 
ket within eight or nine years. 

The retail operation dou- 
bled its profit to £4m in the first 
half on turnover up by 29 per 
cent. Mr Robinson said that the 
group continues to look for re- 
tail expansion opportunities 
north and south of the border 
and envisages adding up to 40 
stores over the next five years 
to its national network of 159. 

Scottish ftjwer is pursuing the 
gas retailing business, with 6,000 
customer sites in England. Scot- 
land and Wales. It plans to of- 
fer domestic gas supplies in 
Scotland when the market is ful- 
ly opened in 1998, but will not 
take part in next year's pilot in 
the south-west of England. 



Powering ahead: Scottish Power’s chief executive, Ian Robinson (right), and its finance 
director, Ian Russell, who are looking to expand services Photograph: Geraint Lews 



Eurocopy sends suitors away 
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NIGEL COPE 

Eurocopy, the photocopier 
group that announced it was in 
bid talks in August called off all 
discussions with potential bid- 
ders yesterday. 

The company said it had not 
proved possible to reach a deal 
that was satisfactory to the 
chairman, Cyril Gay. and his 
family, who still control more 
than 50 per cent of the shares. 
Eurocopy's shares fell 6p to 77p 
oa the news. 

The company said it now in- 
tends to return to its policy of 
growth by acquisition in the 
rapidly polarising markeL. It 


will also expand its sales force. 

Mr Gay. who is chairman and 
chief executive, will now devote 
his lime to strategy and business 
developmenL 

Mike McCamcy has been 
appointed managing director 
from 1 December and will be re- 
sponsible for day to day oper- 
ations for the company. Mr 
McCamey joined Eurocopy five 
years ago from FKI. the engi- 
neering company. 

When Eurocopy announced 
it was in preliminary discussions 
that could lead to an offer, lhc 
two groups thought to be in- 
volved were Alco Standard 
Corp of the US and Ricoh, the 


Japanese group. The an- 
nouncement then flushed out 
several other bidders. 

But as talks dragged on, 
shareholders expressed doubts 
they would lead to a bid. The 
negotiations became even more 
protracted when Eurocopy 
changed its advisers half way 
though. 

Matthew Burton, finance di- 
rector. said yesterday that in the 
interest of other shareholders 
Mr Gay would listen to anyone 
who wanted lo talk about an of- 
fer for the company, though the 
family’s majority' stake rules 
out a hostile bid. 

Eurocopy is the last inde- 


pendent quoted office equip- 
ment company in the UK. Tie 
market has been subject to a 
wave of Lakcover activity in re- 
cent months. Alco Standard 
and Danka Businesses Systems, 
also of the US, have been ex- 
panding quickly in the UK. 

In April, AJco beat Danka for 
control of Southern Business 
Group for £Slm. In July it ac- 
quired Copymore for £23.5 m. 
Ricoh paid £179m for Geslct- 
ner in the same month. Other , 
groups, such as Cardinal Busi- 
nesses Group, formerly known 
as Berkeley Business Systems, 
and Eurocopy itself have also 
been expanding. 


Hambro Insurance stays confident despite dip 
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NIC CICUTTI 

Hambro Insurance Services, the 
financial group owned by Ham- 
bros Bank, moved to reassure 
markets that better second-half 
results are expei^cd next year, as 
il reported a dtp in profits to 
£3.Q3m in the six months lo the 
end of September. 

Nicholas Page, managing di- 
rector at Hambro Insurance 
Services, claimed a boost would 
come from loss adjustment 
work in the wake of hurricane 
claims and subsidence after 
this summer s hot weather. 


His comments followed a 
faD in profits from £3.05m in the 
same period last year. Turnover 
also dropped from £43.4m in the 
half-year to September 1994 to 
£4 1.2m this year. 

Hambro Legal Protection, 
which offers legal expenses 
cover and telephone helplines 
to other insurers, saw ils 
turnover rise to £1 1.lm from 
£ 10.2m in the same period last 
year. But profits dropped 5 per 
cent lo £2. 5m. 

Christopher Sporborg, chair- 
man of Hambro Insurance, 
said: “The slight fall in proGts 


is attributable to changes in the 
timing of scheme renewals and, 
therefore, of income recogni- 
tion." The starting-up costs in- 
volved in taking on new busi- 
iness were also responsible for 
the profits decline, he added. 

Hambro expects that in- 
creased numbers of medium- 
sized insu rere will want to offer 
telephone-based helplines. Oth- 
er than a minority of large 
companies, most wul not want 
to cany out the job in-house, po- 
tentially boosting Hambro's 
bottom line. 

Beale Dobie, the endowment 


policies market-maker also 
owned by Hambro Insurance, 
reported a marginal rise in 
profits from £736.00(1 to 
£743,000. The increase came de- 
spite a large drop in turnover, 
from £15m lo £llm. 

Mr Page said the fall in Beale 
Dobie’s turnover had been 
caused by the fulfilment of ils 
contract to find suitable policies 
for a BZW endowment fund. 

The Cuningham Group, the 
company's loss adjustment arm. 
improved turnover compared 
with last year, despite a large fall 
in profits. 


IX BRIEF 


Thorntons warns on melting profits 

Thorntons, the chocolate manufacturer and retailer, issued a prof- 
its warning yesterday, blaming the warm summer for melting sales 
The company said fidi-year profits would probably be below last 
years £10 ini. Thorntons shares fell 7p to 136p on the news, just 
i «7 TTL. e 155110 when the company was floated in 1988 
John Thornton, chief executive, said the company bad hoped t<> 
recover the summer shortfall during October but had been wronc- 
footed by the mild early autumn weather. b 

BAe aircraft end losing streak 

British Aerospace s loss-making aircraft operations are “head 
ing for profit", according to Dick Evans, chief executive. The 
production business should break even soon, though the turbo 
prop aircraft businesses will lake longer. BAE's commercial air- 
craft arm reported losses of £59m in the six months to September 

Raglan improves to £4.2m 

Raglan Properties has increased pre-tax profits from £3m to £4 ’’m 
? Cf ! t ? raberThe . “mpany has cash balancS 
Tfc m u nd 5 ^ ,ookin £ to acquire industrial and retail Drnn 
ERJ* /? oard “tends to recommend a lp per share dividemi 
for tin, full year, the same as last year. ** 

Minton to retire at La porte 

Ken Mutton is to retire as chairman of Laporte, the chcm; - i 
group. Mr Minton. 59. was chief executive until September s 
Jim Lcng joined from Low & Bonar, the packaging group f ” Cn 
Duncan, deputy chairman, will succeed Mr Minton. IJr ^ c 

Cullens treading water * 

Cullens Holdings, the convenience store group that abanw^. 
a disastrous foray into fast food outlets last year, has re^° ned 
title progress in the first half. Pre-tax profits for the siv T Jrted 
to September increased from £1 14,000 to £129,000 Hnw JJ nnlhs 

dSdend Pr ° QlS dCCl,nCd ^ 14 P ercent to fl4 ^0W.fherc C is° r ' 
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Clarke holds key 
to pre-poll boom 


{ ; 


' 1 1 he Banbof ^ 

A inghs head when an around 
are losing theirs. As its chief 
economist, Mervyn King, said 
yesterday: “It is somewhat pre- 
mature to daim the recovery has 
come to an end.” He thinks it 
more likely economic growth 
will accelerate over the next two 
years, and the Bank is dearly 
sticking to its “wait and see” 
policy on base rates for now. 

More and more City econo- 
mists, on the other hand, believe 
the time is ripe for a cot in in- 
terest rates. With each new 
monthly statistic pointing to 
slower growth and falling con- 
fidence, some see Britain tee- 
tering on the brink of recession. 
_ fe. Who will turn out to be right? 

The Budget bolds the key. Mr 
King said the Bank was con- 
cerned about Lhe medium- to 
long-term stance of fiscal poli- 
cy, and would not be able to as- 
sess this until 28 November. 
Certainly the financial mar- 
kets’ verdict on base rates will 
depend on how they view Ken- 
neth Clarke's tax and spending 
decisions. Tax Increases this 
year played a big role in the 
slowdown. Tax cuts in the 
Budget might reverse it 
The Chancellor will un- 
doubtedly claim he is sticking to 
the fiscal straight and narrow. 
The big figures for lax revenues 
and expenditure will deliver an 

Budget cuts that 
■ last are those 
that cut social 
security 

acceptable profile for the Gov- 
ernment’s borrowing require- 
ment and Mr Clarke will renew 
his co mmi tment to a balanced 
budget in the medium term. 

In practice, however, the tax 
and spending cuts Mr Clarke is 
reported to have planned - 
several billion pounds off tax- 
es financed by lower expendi- 
4 , ture, especially investment 
I . \f. spending - will stimulate the 

economy. The evidence for this 
is presented in a paper in the 
latest issue of the journal Eco- 
nomic Policy. Authors Alberto 
Alesina and Roberto Perotri as- 
sess fiscal policies in 20 OECD 
countries since 1960 to see how 
different tax and spending com- 
binations affect budget deficits. 
They investigate which attempts 
to reduce deficits succeed in 
achieving a significantly lower 
debt-to-GDP ratio. 

Their first observation is that- 
; when governments want fiscal 

\ expansion they usually increase 

| spending. But they usually in- 

| crease general taxation to cm the 

deficit. Second, on the few oc- 
casions when a lower deficit has 
been achieved through spend- 
ing cuts rather than tax in- 
creases. public investment 
suffers most- One consequence 


* 
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ECONOMIC VIEW 

DIANE COYLE 


is that government expendi- 
ture on welfare payments has 
risen far faster relative to the 
economy than general current 
expenditure. 

The budget reductions that 
last are also the rarest: those 
achieved through cuts in social 
security and public sector jobs 
and wages. “It is not the size of 
the adjustment that sets aside 
successful ones from unsuc- 
cessful ones; rather it is the 
composition,” the authors write. 

Examples of successful deficit 
reductions include Ireland from 
1987-89, the US in 1976 and 
Britain in 1969, 1977 and 1988. 
In 1988, then-Chancefior Nigel 
Lawson announced £4bn of tax 
cuts in the March budget The 
subsequent economic boom led 
critics to say he had been irre- 
sponsible. But as Lord Lawson 
complains in his memoir. The 
View From Number 11, public 
spending excluding privatisation 
proceeds was flat in real terms 
in 1987-88 and fell in 1988-89. 
There was a marked fall in so- 
cial security spending as a pro- 
portion of GDP. Both years saw 
government surpluses - Lhe 
first since 1969-70. 

The earlier successful deficit 
reductions in the UK were both 
a matter of crisis management 
In 1977 Lhe Chancellor, Denis 
Healey, was implementing an 
International Monetary Fund 
programme, imposed after the 
previous year’s balance of pay- 
ments crisis. Eight years earli- 
er, Chancellor Jenkins was 
continuing the post-devalua- 
tion austerity programme in- 
troduced by his predecessor 
James Callaghan, which in- 
cluded cuts in public spending 
plans and an incomes policy. 

Hie Irish three-year squeeze 
is the dearest example of how 
to go about setting public fi- 
nances on an improving trend, 
however. Between 1986 and 
1990, social security transfer 
programmes were cut from 17.6 
per cent to 143 per cent of 
GDP, government employment 
fell from 307,000 to 269,000, and 
debt declined from 120 per 
cent to 107 per cent of GDP. 

The authors' conclusion is 
stark: “Any fiscal adjustment 
hoping to be successful cannot 
avoid dealing with cuts in the 
welfare slate and in government 
wages and employment.” 

The Ken Clarke combination 
of lower taxes and cuts in pub- 
lic investment and other spend- 
ing programmes will not keep 
the deficit on a downward track, 
even if social security spending 
is indeed one of the bigger vic- 
tims - and even if the spending 
plans are achieved. 

If the Budget lives up to ex- 
pectations, it wfli boost the econ- 
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oray next year and lead to im- 
provement in the government 
borrowing profile in the medi- 
um term. 

As the Inflation Report ar- 
gues. there will be other boosts 
to growth inl996. One of the 
most important will be the ab- 
sence of tax increases, after big 
rises for the past two years. This 
means higher consumer spend- 
ing will underpin growth. 

As the Bank of England takes 
care to point out, judging the 
direction of the economy and in- 
terest rales is a matter of weigh- 
ing probabilities. There is a 
risk the current slowdown will 
go too far. But if Mr Oarke 
follows up the Budget boost 
with a cut in base rates he will 
be tipping the odds heavily in 
favour of a pre-election boom. 


Ghostly sales in the cultural wasteland 


Down to earth with a bump 
for Pal Barker, the Booker 
prize winner who took the 
£20,000 purse against the 
odds on Tuesday night. The 
heady atmosphere of the 
Guildhall has gone flat for 
the novelist, who was seen 
yesterday apparently checking 
sales in ibe cultural desert 
that is London's Docklands. 


Simon Pin com be CITY DIARY 


“She was in here but we 
didn’t recognise her," says a 
spokeswoman for Books Etc 
m Canary Wharf. Which is a 
pity. The bookshop had not 
exactly pushed the boat out 
on the promotional front and 
Ms Barker would have been 



hard pressed to find a copy of 
her masterpiece. 

"This is nothing to do with 

plaim^minne Gotch of 
Books Eto. Tt is a case M liv- 
ing wdth tiie collapse of the - 
Net Book Agreement The 
window space is often used . 
for mice promotions, espe- 
cially in the run-up to 
Gbr&mas.' 1 

The shop says it will be 
mflirfng a song and dance of 
the book, but that It wants to 
display the other two books in 
the trilogy. Unfortunately 
they are still oh order. The 
sooner they arrive the better. - 
Canary Wharf sales of The 
Ghost Rood yesterday 
amounted to two copies. 

With his mitts firmly on the 
Channel 5 television licence, 
Greg Dyke feels the time is 
ripe to extend condolences to 
the losers. The chief execu- 
tive of Pearson TV was 
yesterday seen lunching in 
Covent Garden with David 
Asper, head of the Can West 
syndicate whose £36m bid was 
roundly beaten by Mr Dyke’s 


offer of £22xn. “They ex- 
changed p leas antries and me- 
dia gossip,” said a dose 
friend. “However, Mr "Dps 
made no offers on joint pro- 
gramming deals." Still, (be 
two apparently gpt on sowefl 
that any thing coaid happen. 

Un par alleled gluttony at the 

fanners' & Fletchers’ Hall 
next Thursday, where Chester 
Boyd, renowned caterer and 
supplier of moaning tables to 
aueast six City livery compa- 
nies, gets to grips with the 
Beaujolais Nouveau. Unless 
there is a boycott over the nu- 
clear is sue this should be a re- 
spectable feeding frenzy. 

Last year 500 guests con- 


sumed untold pots of caviar, 
50 pounds of fresh salmon, 20 
pounds of smoked salmon, 
200 pounds of cheese and 100 
yams ofFrench bread. “If you 
laid the sausages head to tail 
it would have taken Linford 
Christie nine seconds to run 
the fuB length,” burps a 
liverish Everyman. 

Sir Tim B«D, the gloss mer- 
chant, mil no longer want for 
Wimbledon Centre Court 
tickets, or indeed aoss- 

Chazmel ferry tickets. His 
Chime Communications 
yesterday-paid £500,000 cash 
for Kerangton-based KBH 
Comnumtcarions which lists 

the All England Chib and 
P&O among its clients. Well, 
it’s probably cheaper than a 
debenture. 


Radi Giuliani, the Mayor of New York who has long had It 
in for insider traders and the Mafia, reveals his hand in the 


war „ _ 

is illegal in New York and Mr Giuliani proposes to iaonch an 
ofibbore gambling service which he reckons could earn the 
City $20m a yean The plan is for floating casinos hi depart 
from Staten Island eight times a day, carrying L500 merry- 
makers, and cruise the three miles needed to arrive m in- 
ternational waters. “"Vou pay to get on the boat and then lose 
year money oat at sea,” said an observes. 

If the hmebtfine session catches on fa Wril Street Mr Giu- 
liani mayfind that be has seriously underestimated the take. 



Improving business performance. 
A few helpful ideas from Mercury. 


PERCENT OFF 


An office chair. 






1. Cut outoffice chairs. 

• Encourages shorter meetings. 

• Lends new meaning to the term ‘standing committee 3 . 

• Limits expensive wear and tear on carpets and floors. 

• Chairs promote an illusionary sense of well being. 
Complacency is the enemy of industry. 
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2. Achieve maximum performance with Mercury BusinessDay. 

• A new telecoms package designed to save the small to 
medium size business money during the working day. 

• Introductory 30% off UK long distance calls. 

• Ve ry competitive rates on long distance and 
international calls. 

• Special rates for calls to mobile phones. 

• 24 hour FreeCall customer service. 

• Fully itemised bills for management control. 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER. 

Join now* and get 30% off 
UR long distance calls. 

The sooneryou join the more you save. 
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A pie chart. (30% removed) 
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market report/shares 

GEC tizzy prompts thoughts of Weinstock’s successor 


FT-SE 100 

3.537.1 +14.7 
FT-SE 250 

3.909.1 +15.2 

FT-SE 350 
1,760.5 +7.2 
SEAQ VOLUME 
678.7m shares, 
27,816 bargains 
Gilts Index 
94.44 +0.38 

ETTOiMtiran 

share price, pence 


General |_g 
Electric I t 


DJFMAMJ JASON 


General Electric Co managed 
to get the stock market in a rare 
old tizzy. It was the heaviest 
traded Hue chip - Seaq pul vol- 
ume at approaching 23 million 
shares with the price improv- 
ing 3p to 3J6p. 

The heavy trading surprised 
many, and the sudden outbreak 
of interest prompted thoughts 
that the group's long, tortuous 
succession procedure was at 
last nearing a conclusion. 

Lord Weinstock. 72 nest 
summer, has let it he known he 
intends to step down as man- 
aging director of the group he 
created through a series of 
spectacular takeovers in the 
1960s and has subsequently 
ruled with an iron hand. 

There has, according to the 
City grapevine, been a furious 
in-house battle over his suc- 
cessor. The main area of de- 
bate has been whether an 
outsider should be recruited or 
smooth succession guaranteed 
by promotion from within. 


The stock market would ap- 
plaud a non-GEC appoint- 
ment. After all, the group has 
a £2bn-plus cash hoard and, it 
is suspected, a veritable trea- 
sure trove of under-perform- 
ing assets- A break-up exercise 
is, therefore, a possibility. 

There is always the possi- 
bility that Lord Weinstock will 
exhaust the cash mountain by 
indulging in a mega-takeover 
before he reluctantly departs. 
A strike for British Aerospace, 
for example, would eliminate 
cash resources and need the 
back-up of a share exchange. 

Among the possible candi- 
dates for replacing Lord Wein- 
stock arc Sir Christopher 
Hogg, chairman of Courtaulds; 
Peter Levene, former pro- 
curement chief at the Ministry 
of Defence, and George Simp- 
son, the ex-BAe man who now 
runs Lucas Industries. 

The slock market, fuelled by 
continuing bid speculation, 
was again in form with the FT- 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


SE 100 index gaining 14.7 
points to 3.537.1. 

Firm displays by govern- 
ment stocks, helped by the 
Bank of England's inflation 
outlook, and New York con- 
tributed to the enthusiasm. 

Utilities again dominated 
the takeover turmoil. Not sur- 
prisingly. Welsh Water felt 
obliged to admit to more than 
a passing interest in its elec- 
tricity counterpart. South 
Wales Electricity. It said it 
was considering a possible 
£950m offer, around l,020p a 
share. Swalec urged caution 
and its shares surged 70p to 
l,058p while the would-be wa- 
ter predator eased 30p to 724p. 

Other water shares, buoved 


by the Government's clear- 
ance for a bid for Northum- 
brian Water, were strong with, 
for example, Thames Wfcter up 
19p to 555p. Among regional 
electricity companies, York- 
shire, put on 30p to 954p. 

The company’s continued 
independence is a testimony to 
the market's undoubted abili- 
ty to get its wires crossed. 
Since the takeover currents 
started to flow through the 
Rees nearly a year ago, York- 
shire has been regarded as a 
surefire bid candidate. Such vi- 
sion will ul tima tely he realised, 
but so far Yorkshire has dis- 
played an infuriating reluc- 
tance to fall in with market 
sentiment. 


Cadbniy Schweppes, the 
confectionery and soft drink 
group, had an intriguing ses- 
sion with the inevitable take- 
over stories {Unilever or 
Neslld) going the rounds. 
There appeared to be keen US 
buying, which could indicate 
strong trading at Cadbury’s Dr 
Pepper offshoot- Another 
theory was that Cadbury had 
at last decided to put United 
Biscuits out of its seeming 
perennial miserv and mount a 
rescue takeover Cadbury rose 
16p to 544p and UB 6p to 267p. 

GEN, ahead of an invest- 
ment dinner at London’s Savoy 
Hotel, added 4p to SU5p. Hen- 
derson Crasthwaite. hosting 
the event, expects profits of 
£305m this year. 

TSB, the banking group 
clambering into bed wiih 
Lloyds Bank, remained in de- 
mand. up 4p to 400p. Uovds 
fell 2p to 814p. 

RTZ. the mining giant, im- 
proved lip to 916p following 


a presentation and Dixons, 
the electrical retailer, man- 
aged a 5.5p gain' to 399p after 
meeting analysis. 

Guinness continued to suf- 
fer a presentation hangover, 
falling 3.5p to 4S5-5p. SBC 
Warburg reckons the target 
price is 460p. 

Glaxo Wellcome was anoth- 
er in the dumps following a 
presentation, off 12p at S75p; 
Ario Wiggins Appleton and 
David S Smith reflected 
mounting problems in the pa- 
per industry. 

Eurocopy, the office equip- 
ment group, tumbled 6p to 77p 
as it admitted bid talks were off 
and Ex-Lands shaded to 25p 
after confirming plans to split 
its leisure and property oper- 
ations into separate quoted 

companies. 

Benson Crisps, which has 
fell fierce competition from the 
snack food giants, added 4p to 
22p on talk it went round it was 
experiencing better trading. 


TAKING STOCKS! 


After the recent flood, the 
flow of companies to AIM has 
settled to a gentle trickle- 
Due to arrive today is David 
Glass, a firm of managing 
agents with 1L000 leasehold 
properties. 

Profits are expected to be 
£550,000 this year; patting 
the shares, at their 60p plac- 
ing price, on 8-5 times 
prospective earnings and a 6 
per cent yield. 

□ Northambex; the computer 
hardware and software dis- 
tributor; traded around Its 
peak at 252p- Trading Is 
known to be going well and 
interim figures later this 
month will prompt heady 
forecast revisions, perhaps 
approaching £6m. Last year 
profits were £3.1m_ 

There is also the possibility 
of takeover action. The chair- 
man, David Phillips, has 51 
per cent and could be pre- 
pared to selL 
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sport 


Lower ambitions for Action 


Racing 


GREG WOOD 

Asaperunentsgo, the attempt 
to introduce Large Action to a 
new. career over fences seems 
unKfcely to attract l he attention 
of die Nobel Prize commit 
After just one successful bui un - 
conyincing Outing over the lare- 
- er obstacles, Oliver She wood’s 
V. stable announced Yesterday thaL 
the gelding, who has been 

pteodm the last two ninnings 

of (lie .Champion Hurdle, is now 

expected to reven to timber in 

. the hope that he can make it 
third tune lucky. 

Large Action s chasing debut 

at Uttoxeter was an eventful 
Mtrace, with three horses depart- 
ingat the find and Large Action 
himself, despite starting at long 
odds-on, rarely fluent at his 
fences- Sherwood commented 
immediately afterwards that 
*10*1 with a run for the Cham* 
pion Hurdle" would be a useful 
bet, and yesterday a spokesman 
for the stable said: “Large Ac- 
tion jumped adequately at Ut- 
loxeter but Mr Sherwood feels 


that he will be happier over hur- 
dles. TTi e Champion Hurdle 
d .1 ,ly opened up now with 
Kelkeel, Danoli and Alder- 
orook all sidelined." 

Only two of those horses, 
however, are definitely out for 
the season. Aldertarook, the 
current champion, is still quot- 
ed in all the ante-post lists, al- 
though Large Action is now 
closing in on favouritism. Lad- 
brokes cut him to 9-2 from 6-1 
yesterday, behind only Alder- 
brook (3-1 with a run from 4-1) 
and Montelado (4-1 from 7-2). 

Large Action will now miss 
the First National Bank Chase 
at Ascot on Saturday week, in 
which he would have been asked 
to carry top weight of 12 sLone 


along with Brief Gale, last year's 
Sun Alliance Chase winner. 
Despite that burden, however. 
Josh Gifford’s mare remains a 
possible runner in the race. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Royal Ag Nag 
(Tbwcester 3.50} 

NB: Over The Stream 
Odwcester Z50) 

“If we get some rain Ascot 
might he the right place for 
her,” Gifford said yesterday, “as 
she would only have to give 
away a stone and a half, but she 
will not run anywhere until we 
gel some rain. 1 took her out of 
the Hcnncssy as 1 wouldn't 


want her to run over three and 
a quarter miles without getting 
a run into her first." 

Another significant absentee 
when the latest declarations 
for the Henncssy Gold Cup 
were released yesterday was 
Barton Bank, who will run next 
in the King George VI Chase 
at Kempt on on Boxing Day 
rather than the Newbury race 
on 25 November. The ante- post 
favourite for the Hennessy with 
Ladbrokes is One Man. lust 
year's winner, despite the fact 
that his jumping deteriorated to- 
wards the end of last season and 
that he is now asked to race 
from a 251b higher mark than 
12 months ago. 

The 7-2 on offer about One 


Grain bears British hopes in Japan 


Despite the recent reverses for 
Britain's runners abroad. Pure 
Grain will attempt to turn the 
trend in the £2.6m Japan Cup 
in Tokyo on 26 November. 

The Michael St out e -trained 
Irish and Yorkshire Oaks win- 


ner was the sole British horse 
named among the 1 1 foreign in- 
vitees announced by the Japan 
Racing Association yesterday. 

A spokeswoman for Stoute 
said: “The plan is for Pure 
Grain to run and John Reid will 


ride her. We ran Rock Hopper 
in the race in 1941 and he fin- 
ished seventh. Mr Stoute has 
gone into the preparation thor- 
oughly and Pure Grain will go 
out there in four or five days as 
they are strict on quarantine." 


Man can hardly be called good 
value, but with the belling then 
1 0-1 bar, there should be in- 
teresting prices further down the 
list. The remainder of Lad- 
brokes odds arc: 10-1 Val 
D'Alene. Rough Quest, 12-1 
Cogent, Earth Summit, Jodami, 
Young Hustler. 14-1 Monsieur 
Le Cure, Morgan's Harbour, 
Unholy Alliance. 16-1 bar. 

The racing at Newbury yes- 
terday was of a rather more 
modest nature, with just 26 
runners in (he six races, hue the 
course could at least announce 
plans to revitalise its other ma- 
jor National Hunt event, the 
Tote Gold Trophy Handicap 
Hurdle in February. 

Some might feel that with 
horses of the calibre of Deep 
Sensation and Large Action 
among its recent winners, the 
race is in reasonable health, but 
the course clearly believes that 
the high quality of entries is tak- 
ing the contest away from its 
roots as a rough-and-tumble 
handicap. 

Added prize-money for next 
year's renewal will be’raised to 
£80,000 from £50,000. but a new 



Gifford: Brief plans 


system, devised by the the 
British Horseracing Board's 
race-planning department, will 
attempt to prevent lop-class 
hurdlers from compressing the 
handicap. Horses will carry an 
extra pound, over and above the 
top weigtu of 12 stone, for 
every pound by which their ofi- 
ical rating exceeds 170. 

In practice, this may simply 
deter the Champion * Hurdle 
contenders from running in the 
Newbury race, but in the run-up 
to the Festival they have plen- 
ty of alternatives. If the move 
sees a return to the race’s glo- 
ry days as an unmissable betting 
highlight, few punters will com- 
plain. 


KELSO 


140 Juke Box BSty 
1AO W0d Rose Of York 
240 Addington Boy (nfa) 


HYPERION 

2- 40 Dancing Dove 

340 EMERALD STORM (nap) 

3- 40 Recluse 


GOING: Good. 111 

^ u ?* n „ of -r Cairo* IN rtonh nf lown n(T BMfi). ADMISSION: 
Chip i J Ta uem&lb, it, (Oak. i;(. uci-oirpamwl unrtT-Iifc, frt-ci CAB PASS: Fret?. 


as 


-RACB4B 

CHANNEL 


■ IfiADWC TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: Hn U Krolr? - io mnn frwn 122 run- 
ners fgve* a kucciss raiio of ifcl.sHuurtu pinto uu 5 l kwl««ln!ofSR37;G Bkhard* - 2B 
wtrmm, til nmnmN2y.tV+ill.74;B!H*iMii»d-Uwiniwiii.T9ninnm, 17.7%,-saujXi; 
Hn J tioodfeDon - |:l vrlnnws. 10 runners, +S25.72. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven - 17 wins. 1 IT (Mn», 10.2%. +S:fi.Tl; B Sumy - JR 
trim. M0 rides, 17JNh.-S:e.04;A Dobbin -Winnt. J'tJndes 19.4*. +£32.45; M MoteofT 
- 14 nns, 61 rides. W.friL, -30.24. 

WINNERS IN illE LAST S EVE N DAYS; Ducluji Dot* U.ltl) mm m. lUariu* fia sen on 
Thursday. LONG-OfSTANCE RUNNERS: Marble (l.lftihmbt'cri IG8 (rite by M Ikurticr 
Own Wes head. Lanrastiin.-. 


FORM GUIDE 

odt ABan is not asking j deni rrf MV HANDY MAN on his first run caw hurdles and 
t» rregft just upset more cxpmencod (uses, suen us WBd Rosa Of YoiR, Bradunttiwaite 
ano Rimrifi. My Handy Mon uasnl '(town much on me Fkn recently. usuaBy at around j 
mile, but rw second dace m an I11urion£ n elder at Southwell lAW) Suggests he has the 
necessary Etamlru and ne was also runner-ig) m a nine -hMlone nandicao at HamUnin m me 
spring. So he s nw wrttioui aOtny. Braclemhwaiir has been incky io *sn mtn on Uw Flat 
fora ntale now bur fte is Part Ina seller alter n lav stotn betwid Can CanOiarh? in a noisce 
evens a Mari® Rasen. Paul Carberry's only nde of the day. Brartenthwane runs here rather 
man cony V! stone in [he test. A (so entered m that nonce handicap was Wife Hose Of York, 
beaten tnree lengths 0y Rureig ji Seopifiew nn months ago but who has proved more sue- 
oessW amcc. as a result at fwwrg her signs kept pretty km. Ruing MU find Me easier n 
this seder after berg tout'd wanting m handicaps. Woe beat o rty one home in a staying 
handicap on tfte Flat at Earnourffi test Thursday but Pad run respetxaOfy r a Pig fteltf at Nof- 
un^tafTi beforehand. Sure to be W, he must be given a chance now he is dropped mui a 
setter cm* hurdles. Setectlon: MV HANDY MAN. 


Things after vyury restricted him to &j£ four outings Iasi term. Eurotwist beat Zamhareer 
halt a length at York m October, 1994. before a successful switch ro hurt mg and, although 
only mtth In ft* corresponding York nantfeap ovs tune round, he didn'i do booty consrtei- 
mat was tvs first run m more ihan seven months and he first for Sieve Ketuewo after 
leaving Los Ewe. KotDeweB has booted Graham lee. who won on Eurotmsi first tune out 
last season, wrueZamhareer looKsas Though he should go well hoc* over numtes after tair 
eftorts m tug fields *i Flai handicaps. Selection: BKOCTUNE BAY. 


aio 


0~Ta 1 MACKINNON OF SCOTLAND REG TWEEtHE NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5^00 added 3m If Penalty Vafcfe £3,881 


1-10 


R, P. ADAM AMATEUR RIDERS NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £4j000 added 2m If 

334^ ALUMAC NDMS (124) Wetticn^ Racing BiuetuiMHariMnoridB 120 ^JMr C Bonnar (3) 

WB CATAHL fffl) (13) Wk S SmoW Mes S Srwh 6 12 0 J»PHanayf7) 

35420-2 JUKE BDX BUY (44) lEtnrekto Fsrtnenfrti P Uontenh 7 U 7 Mr R Hate (5) 


1 32211-1 UPON V(ffl) (1531 Rkiy FMrec are) (ter Amtfci) Us Mtoaey 9 U 12 J*Wvao 

2 003-211 GAI£ AHEAD (33) IOR (John Htteon) G M Moore 5 11 ID N Bentley 

3 502-112 AODMGRfN BOY IU) (BF) |GoQ FooOs Umws G lUanK T U8 ADoUMb 

4 2/SS0- MONY-SW (238) (Trevor HMiinnpi Mis S SmUi 6 13 4 JSdnrttatt 

5 OOOC3-F M0REJ0Y|6)IMrsLltenftBl)WBLMarttaI71l4 — JCafetfin 

0 4P4-P3P (OVER BEE (12) 1) Watiy) W Heed 6 11 4 .TReed 


M1DDLEMAS LICENSED TRADE WHOLESALER HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS 0 £6£00 added 2m 6f UOyds 

PP25-P1 RHMt FETTLE (JB) (00) (Machmun UAl G RnJonb 10 12 0 JIDaUrt 

1/111 -u WVROUCE (26) (Cl Srenartj Mo M Hevetry 7 U 9 


451-132 FTWIBaHBUajJS [13) (Bf^ MaaLVftraeff) MtsLv 10 13 . 

12214-1 EUERMD STORM (32) (CD) 0 P Fnch) P Honfaifi 0 10 11 

1121-IP MRS NU (124) (C) (W HueO rcutreen 10108 

32243-3 CROSS CANNON (13) (J A Heflcr&l ) Hetrrs 9 10 7 


PMven 

-Albomian 
TJeda 


1F5132- DHF DGCSHM (US) (Alan Cants) P QieesUQigi 9 10 1.. 

OWfW UffTAWSTHB. 054) (CD) -tt3^TWT -Voavvi ae«Ti C Px*er 10 100- 

5W1P3- 6ALABKIBI(23Q] (MsTDCDui)! tXn9 10 0 

- 9 dectered - 


.B Haute* (3) 

RGartHy 

BSnopto 

B Storey 

JF Permit (3) 


ADWDtBB 

-NrAMamm 

KGartffy 


Storey 


S353-R) MD GMlBn'PiQ/G Stef? )Qy?r 6 11 4 ■ 

4CU-P4U ANOTtBI MCK R 0 S rttoxJO J HuUbuck 9 U) 13 . 

-5 0 ndared- 


J«rJDMe(btaB(7) 
— MrAHmereCT) 


BETTMR S-AAteomc Nomfc, 6-4 JnKe Ba* BOy, 0-1 Ord Gabry, B-l CeteMt, 12-1 Another Nick 

1994: SpOAKh Fair fi 120/Burfc 11-6 iMre S A Srareafll 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

JUKE SDK BILLY was no match for Addington Boy at Sedgpfietd In September on Ml first 
nut for Peter Moruenh but there & nothing as good as Adtfcngun Boy m tw, ire-up. Haw- 
ing managed four dear rounds over fences. Juke Box Billy's experience gves hum the edge 
over the others, best of wWch could tv? AOmac Notnlc. gem chasing tor the first time on 
his first outing tor Mtcky Hammond oner ber^ bou^tt oin of Ian CampbeTs yen) for B^OQfftS. 
Although he has not raced since chasing home Innocent George at Manta Rasen m July, 
Am mac Norms h3S been wen entered up recently. Taken out of a skmiar race at Hrahsm 
fast wseh. he nxJC be pretty fit and this ftp should sut him more than it does JiJ<e Box 
Baiy. Ord CaHory was Stott In with a Chance when commg down tu« out on his reappear- 
anev at Hedtam. suggesting he nx&ris me aOlny town a lime race, tot that looked a weak 
rwrtce hurtle and Ort Geieiy must Steo put behmo him a ooor rnn at wwherby. Sue SmmVs 
double at the last meeting included 50- 1 shot Celtic Stiver and h&rty-ra cat ftiMi rrugit 
do Defier now rw runs river fences. Selection: JUKE BOX BILLY. 


RWW ROOtET RUN fSBl)(MerJS Russel ) Ms L V RjssS 7 11 4.„ 

8 PP4JF3 WOlFSVtUE 03) Enxs ot lie Le Ite R R lanM DLantoT 114. 

9 P543T- BtACKIMfiK W0IMN(28d)DA HgIbeJ/ Hstars 7 1023 ...... 

10 313AJOO- CABtcno (ZtD) (Me. H Bnw«J R B»m6 8 10 13 

U 6440-W 8SDQNBG0(0(12) (Gtyl /BatcteyR 1013 

-UdBdnmd- 

BETTW& 2-1 UftM V, 94 Addfo^on Soy, 5-2 6ate Atoad, 14^1 Mooy-SMp, 16-X Stack Ma^c Mmo. 
Cumcttn, Rocket Rol 2S-lottara 
1994; Swi Of Ins 6 U 0 P Mwn 13 8 (Ms M Rewteyi 5 ran 
FORM OWE 

RB Barty days, but Cumbrian Challenge was talked of as a potential Cheltenham horse af- 
ter bepUng ADDMEIDN BOY at Ytetherpy. Addr\gion Boy mtfn have found the two-mile 
tnp on the short she that day, despite three hurdle wins at around the two-mile mark last 
season. Addmgron Boy wasn't stopping when success! J m minor evwas at Swfgeftod and 
Banj$r and looks well worth uymg over this staying trip, aimoufji he (an'f afford ro be short 
0# stamina with Unret V In opposition. A couple Of wins sf fte end of last season S4XJSST 
rhat Uren V has sorted outtne dodgy Jumping that made t«m a fishy proposition early on in 
Ms chasing career and. with the Revtiey horses m good loan, a woted be no surpass it he 
turned n» fijjmng fit despite the fire-month absence. After wmreng weak events here and 
at WMferby. Sale Ahead finds honserf In a much tougher heat today but he'sa ttftty-ixed 
and improving 6v p y ea r-old who has taken weB in chasing. Rochet Rim cost 26,000gB at 
Doncaster after his successful season m point to-pofiits but he'l be doing wen to get the 
better of ad three winning chasers. Slaettoic aSOINGIQN BOY. 


MMnun m^iL- 109. Due handicap wa^tt Gala water 99 W. 

BETIMfi: 5-3 Wbsat Fettle, 2-1 Beyieegs, 9-2 Emenrid Strain, 11-2 FtwN^ Butete, 7-1 Deep De- 
cteloix U-l CtHS Cwomi, 12-1 IBs JMv 2M 6ola Water R Uw MKM. 

1994{ Wham Fettle 9 11 9 M Moloney «-5 tG teensnsj 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

We do not really know how good BAYROUGE is over fences, because she beat nothing of 
note in wtnnrg three novice chases, and she was hampered and gw no furfhff than the 
third when she went down to Kempton for the Charema Gold Cue wort by General Rusty. 
Only seven und relatively unexposed when n comes ro ernstog, Bayrouge can probably im- 
prove at thts same, m which case the more experienced horses won't find a easy to beat 
her. Having said that. Baytouge will have to run her best race orer fences so far If site's to 
get me better of Wltwtf Fettle, from the m-fonm Gorton Richards stable and very dfliculi 
to beat round here. Mon of tfrese wd strugge ft stay with WhaaFeWa and match his somd 
jumping, but one posstbiMy is BneraM Storm, who mwanady ran Kell first time out for Nick 
Henderson and who made a winning start for Peter Morrtenn here 13 days agp. p**mg otf 
first Klcof^n and then Kushbaloo. Like Batrou^, Rvwlatgh BuSds dhesnY haw a great 
deal of chasing experience to draw upon but ne looks more likely to mate a race of it man 
most of the ofters- and should be thereabouts after going down a head id Wlmt Feme's 
soblemau. Nmia, at Cartlste. Nmfa didn't do the form any harm when nireter-ig) to Romany 
Cteek at Cariisfe on Monday. Sefactknc BAYROUGE. 


3.40 


TaSI SCOTDISC SELLING HURDLE (CLASS F) £3,000 atkletf 2m 
140yds Penalty Value £2^30 

1 00«314- HUtS (264 ) (Me G U swt D Molted 7 11 5 — — DJMofMt 

06- BUS DOMAIN UB3) (toy CraffiaRCteffip a 110 NSnfoi 


2AQ\ 


BORDER HNE ARTS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,500 
added 2m 2f 

042F0-3 BDOSWE (29) IF S Storey) F Storey 5 12 0 B Storey 


OB BOMUNDSCSRlfUJIMaijnrCamponjDMcteiSllO 

256 BHACK0flMWAnEf7)UBSadiei1 LlK^o-temesBll 0. .. 


-JUtonMy 

JPCtolwny 


m 

— /Rood 
-B Storey 


2 
3 

5 DDF UbStoMC Ea {13J ibsst Rasrg 'Xu Mss M 5 11 0 . 

6 P0- KING OF SHOW PB2)(MCB<WR ADsn -t UO. 

7 OQO-P MOMENT OF JUSTICE (USAJ (13) (G A fctrw, t Lxtfo * ’ f 0 

B IK HANDY MAN U Siephenaait R WIW 4 Li . 

9 < PASSfOW SUTCAT (12) (J 6 SaflJVf) L Itwf-Ames - - ' -.-.-f 

10 063045- ROYAL RANK (USA) (1G6) fD S Akterf D Nats 5UD J»Arfmas(7) 

U 15® RUNRtG M (D CtteMtan) Lfiss L Rgran 5 11 0 — 

12 5PCKF43 SHARP AT SK (12) fi Sfwfl 1 Dyw 5 11 0. — ~ZTT7777 

13 3121 WtoD HOSE OF BJfW (12) (CD) (U-Cd W l Monrach' P Munidafi < 11 Q — — AthMki 

H 005-50 CHARUSWR«riB)U' , Doafc'JC , '»*' 1 -Altai** 

15 OOTO GREEKS MOHON (USA) (7) fTm Dean M Bmovi 7 10 9 ~0 


040160- EUBOTIMST (25^ (Rte*wr»l Gcmesrf) S Kenteriii 6 11 13. 
1336- ZAMHAREBt (USA) (230) ff> C Batcy) W Stony 4 117 , 


.BUwJ3) 


3363-61 IIGHIB! BUDGET (USAJ (12) fC) (A SbcAI Mrs E Sbm 3 U 6 

3-R2U DANWG DOVE (7) (Ofl flY Kenntflh S Fraasr) G RKhans 7 11 6 

J2VGD-1 BROCTUE BAY (B) EUteyf Mrs M Revefey 6 11 6 ifej 


I Simple (S) 
f(SJ 


..BHtotkgp) 
PMvta 


30132' ROSCOMMON JOE (703) (Ms Caring Svewwy) J J OYteR 5 11 1 A Roche (3) 

55221-4 GRANDMAN (19) IMS Elem M Mtt^ii 0 Mcftm 4 11 0 Jill 

1-31144 SMRPSENSAinNrDiQ WriAHalcnWtoia51012 61 


D Byrne 

-B Haring (3) 
—J Supple (3) 
TJnta 


IB MARBU(to»^MTbcnt»niMMfiap*r 4 109 •••-- 

17 OP- MBS CR®WARDS (293) (J 7 BtackloeWJ ftettanett 109._ 

IS 0- snMSHAW IU0) (Mu DMcCcvmadOW teeny 6109 ___ 

19 STRAIHTWE DREAM ftfcs L A Penanj Mbs L Pwm 4 10 9 . 

-19 dodaretl - 

BEnWGc 1« DMU ROM Of YPA. Ml *undft U-2_Brecta d^^l*^^ *»■ Mte-re. 
8-1 5b»p At SU. 10-1 Passfoo Sowtey. 12-1 ChsrIWtona. Marbto, 14-3 ott»re 

19W: no conesponteng race 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 541342- PtPtTtST (180) (The Gam Partnaftp 2> M Harntom 3 10 5 J*C Bonner (3) 

11 (K3542 QWPfDSAUUS{M)ffirMrs0SAkfB)DAk>?rS2I “j AT&onM) 

-Udactarad- 

nawBim aegne lOre Tnx ramtao CSnvtowuu; 9v -bb 

BETTWG; 7-2 Oanctog Dree, 4-1 Srectune Bay, S-lTtgRfar Briget. U-2 Bcett Sable, 7-1 EurMiM. 
S-l Zawftaren. 10-1 Feptttit. 12-1 ll a wtaewn Are. M-J. ft mite w u . 30 -1 ethers 
1994: Danwig Dore 6 ID 8 A Dote* 5-1 (G Rowosi 6 on 
FORM GUIDE 

Dancing Dove beat Ttyder Budget (4tt» better off) four lengths m test ywr'i race and cotttd 
have the edge again as she escapee a penalty after wowing a condiUor-Ms' race under 12 
stone at M driver Rasen a week. ago. Hotter Budget's srnress « a flre-iurer race ewer or 
extra half mtte here 12 days a#> m^n npi omouir to much and Ire's £<-«. un Sib "i t* 
meandme. BROCfUNE BAY* race at Hajuoch mi^n rut rw token much -m* m 
but he came dear of previous winner Most Equal and could be the Eon to ■ tu uener 


LANGHOLM DYEVfG COMPANY NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £3£00 added 2m 110yds 

OOPO-2 J0NABI(12| (MrafielynSlacW MsESbch5 120 PPanattP) 

12 RB2USE (2^ (Bfi (7 P Rnrtil Mea L Penan i 11 6 — A Dobbin 

J Supple (3) 


1414 DZA 112] <0 C Bateyt W Storey 4 11 6- 

OOPQf* FUEMGt COUflY (U) fifes Altai Brace) J Bactoy 9 11 4 ATtanton 

205-35 MARCO MACNFICO QJSA) (26) MR (S BntQe) T Dyer 5 11 1 — JOCtatJQnost 

454400- HAB 032) (W Storey) ft Storey 4 11 0 J) McGrath (7| 

0-32263 BLOOMMG SFHNG (M) (Ms Jean McdEgi) Mb D Thomson 6 10 10 LOriiara 

P0P-B45 BOUICY Gra. (19) (J Prcudkxx) F Mursgt 6 10 10 BHarftegP) 

54-4523 AMOS HDliy (IQ (hks E M Dmn) J Dittn 6 10 5 B Storey 

PPfttF- KM8EHLEV BOV (342} IM>s SiBai McDavAdl Mrs M Revetoy 5 10 0 Plttm 

-lOdectered- 


BEmrtCc 94 BhMatog Spring, 5-1 IMkc, 11-2 Aidbar Hofly, Ktawtey Boy, 6-1 Botereqr Ort, 
tm, 8-1 JOMset. 10-1 Marco 36-1 others 

1994: Raver 5 10 11 J Catalan 6-1 [G M Moore) U ran 

FORM OUSE 

Jonaem was backed at long odds before chasng home Wiki Rose Of York m a non-harxh- 
cap seller at the last meesng. out the wvtner had pienty n hsno and even */ Jonaem has 
■mprared Iasi season he mi^tt be pushed to g)ve away die weidtt m tfw hantecap. It's tm- 
pcssftjte to have much confidence <n KIMBERLEY SOY, whose tour attempts over hurtles 
have been far from enawragng, but the is hte BW crack at a hendtoap and he finds hmt- 
setf <vb 0 ti from horses that wouldn't took out of place (n a seller, tf anyone can im- 
prove bun and gn a Mile hurtte race out of him. It's surely Mary Iteveley. and she has a bit 
io work on oi that Nmoertey Boy managed to wm a seder on the Bat in the spring, Botaney 
QM comes Rtto the rertonmg on her fourth to Nemos over tins two mies two races a&a. 
Second, trwd and flflti befand Nonfoa were subsequent winners Desert Fighter, Monkey wench 
and Durham Drapes, and Boloney Qd iwjjrt not have lasted home over the stiff cause m 
:tatv Cay’s race at Carlisle last time- toe was fourth to Stay Awake here test month and 
1 go close if she can produce something Hke that ag»n. but Recluse uras beaten at odds- 
. in a poor amateurs' race on ms last visit. He has moved from Micky Hammond to Linda 
Penan since then but it remans to be seen if that and the drop n distance makes a Of- 
terence. Selection: KIMBERLEY BOV. 


TAUNTON 


[230 


HYPERION 
L30 Royal ^ Tumble 2JQ0 Uttte 
dad iOOTbur Leader 3-30 Ruler WX) Dont- 

dressfowttnner 

GOING: '3nor1 U) FVm. , 

I Rijrta-liuivl enursvs. Ruit-m of I ‘HO'**'- atvmic. 

■ cZrse is S of town on IWI in Tmuww 

SXoS MrmlKrs S If: H«W«k 

FAKE: Centre of course i-'« remamder free. 


CORFE NOWCE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
F) £4,000 added 2m 3f 

1 1=5562-2 NADUDd^DMcCanBUlD OMcCata 

2 OP-2231 SEA BREWER (12) D Csrtttte 7 11 8 J Osborne 

3 SCffif B4BWH MOON (M4 P ffodtort 8 U 5 JSBsmM# 

4 F 25- 532 IffiSBERT BUCHANAN (22) PWctwiBS 11 5 APUcCoy 

5 1£H504F lASOtfS BOT (6) J M P i*y 5 11 4 J* R JefioMe (5) 

6 2KYP-22 VIAAZA (27) (RF) J (TShee 6 11 4 MAFbgtaU 

7 nwm»<a)S)toyyfi7U)9 d 


a WttfTP- TOU.BR10GE(174) JPajw8105 

-Sdsotaretf- 

BEmNGE 9-4 HertMrt BocftHm 11-4 Sea Breaker, 7-2 Narted, 9-2 Ja- 
son’* Soy, 8-1 Ei»ere« Moon, Wama, 33-1 n»ns 


Fas 


. _ J AD race* 

WINNERS IN TVS k»6een^ 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNER& Sea BTtre^yc 

aw rnlks br p CanfiMon Crom NgremarLet, Bufloa- . 

pjp5J?l 9KOREUTCH NOWCEWJRDLE (CLASS E) 

1-L-OvfI £ 2 ,800 added 2m If 

SJB^e e <SS. , St=« 

to.ro i ROWU.ma«^ w W U 0 •* 

im rtSPIAMBaOSAWSk^ir 73012 

ErHBIUffWktoff4 1012 


3.00 



HENLADE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
) £2,800 added 3m UOyds 

0661-24 TOUR lEADDR (5) R BucMbi 6 11 6 B 

1/413-5 P AflW (XflM Pipe 7 10 13 

2D CAVALHM (8) H Uamrss 6 10 13 HrA 

40-50 COPPB?COtt-C29) WIl*rw51013 

P06B4-4 SMOKSRDGE 6RAS (18) Vf Tump 1 8 10 13 Jl teUBI* (7) 

<y SIMS SON (3S7) C ftrtsra 5 10 13 MAFMrtfwM 

OOOO MAQAM BOSE (14) i H*o 5 10 B 9Mddn>{7) 

-7 



1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

BETTMGE 5-4 Tour IMdsr, 7-2 Agra, M S Moli obrt Jge Mm, B-l ZKa> 
Sen, UJ-1 C ara fc ii D, 14-1 Copper Cofl, IB-1 Mwfani ffova 

rsfoKl HAVGRASS HtffiJKJAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
£4*000 added 3m 

301222- POWDER BOY (169) (CO) R Hoc&a JO 120 A Tory 

2WI1-6 MBAL8aa(l3)(«DMc(ai»UU ^MeCwo 

212453 kWKOOD(2tfl(C)JhMteslOU9 SOmanffl 

132-025 MAfiSDBGflraOTJMBralBySlOlOJirRJoliuMi® 
031434 TWffWreflHffii0 g J K»i gI2108 BUptae 

BOTWa; 2d. ttq^oorl, 94 Maggot* 9 m, 4-1 THtwl Rater, ft-2 Pbw- 
dar Boy, 5-1 Turptol Greea 

nrnnl SOUTH-WEST AMATEURS HANDICAP 

HURIX£(OLAKEJ£2^002m3flJftiris 

134131 JWffllCWlUYMMPWAU/ JteAFtatag) 

2436ft tfoCflCRWYRBBRNtaM>O0*54U3J*M[taM(S) 
atJMW* SMOfl3B»f49P3ddy Wri 7 “ 9 -rf?iS?2E 
0^1 D0]iO3ES5R)BMBWCRdBm51D7JteRJaMiWH 
SRBW BWEg <»} BttodRt 7 10 7 ^JJrJ LUKK*fl ® 

uoCPU- 0ASBH caw a Screen ID 10 7 -MrRRtwrfcw (7) 

4pj£44 MA5CAUS LADY (35) M Ifimwon 10 10 T„.M S DM( (7) 
-7 (teetered- 

IMIUT) Bert 1C lOtt roe aanotap ftjfWl«aR«»iner lOa 7b. 


TOWCESTER 


o ca WILCON HOMES HANDICAP CHASE 
irj (CLASS D) £6,000 added 3m If 


HYPERION 

U20 Preston GuBd 130 CarBngfbrd Lights 2-20 
Supermlck 2-50 Over The Stream 320 Ather- 
ton Green 350 Royal Ag Mag 


1 221P-U OYER THE SIREAM (14) (D) K Batey 9 12 0 _T J Hwpby (3) 

2 1143-521 ACS WNCBI (15) (D) H Won 10 103 A Maguire 

3 5-1135J VICAR OF BRAf PQGBMfrg BIO 3 —JBCBHnd 

4 13D22W- THUS AM3R0MCUS (4tXQ N Gasetee 8 102 JRKmeqdi 


GOING: Firm (Good to Hnn fn pfaro* on Chase couwe). 

■ Kgju-tond, undulating dreuk. Run-In of MOyd. 

■ Couna- ts on ,\5 of town. Bus service from Nnrthampum 
stauon. ADMISSION: Members SI2; Tattersalb, SB; Count- SI 
(Car plus all occupejus SIS). CAB, PARK: Free. 


BETTBSfc ovem tta* The Snrem, 5-2 Mow of Bray, 4-1 K Cs Deocar, 
S-l Viva Amtonkm 


&20 


SIS 


CHAT*®. 


WINNERS IN THE U5T SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Boyal Ag Nag (3JW) has been sent 
140 irrik*i htf P 1 luht* than BdUoolt, SomreML; Dont Rtee Me ( I Wl| 
sent ] 19 miles by M Churches Rom Godney, Somerset. 


i HARWELL CORPORATION HANDICAP 
MJRDLE (CLASS D} £4,000 2m Sf 

434cy4.2 CHUCXUSmCMqmjItoeUUlO AlbBta 

2353-22 (UlCRim BUST £5J (flF) J llbju 5 11 5 ASSmtA 

133440 JUBBEE ROVME (12) K BnogMaer 4 10 8 D Italy 


4 534046- NOBLE WStEHT (30 4) (C) W Mann 8 10 6 MrDVeroo 

BETIW6: B-4 Amertoo Green, 7-4 Qwrttestnwa, 4-1 iutMae Royate.12- 
lNoHabHWa 


FLURRY KNOX SQJJNG HURDLE (CLASS 
F) £2,600 added 2m 

3J25-1F PRESTON StaOUfliDJ 5 C/M i U ' Cl 


3-20 


1 

2 600-066 um£lMClUR£(ei MreT Mdmes 9mwr 5 U 2 . 

_ — SapHt »**-*—» a) 

3 0-4 S8E YOU AUMYS (IB) G Chafes- tones 5 11 2JIV McFWtend 

4 SOMft' PLACE Ji. Hire 4 11.2 AStaU 

5 HJF5B- AIBHT (195) R Ettre 5 10 11 SlkNd 

■ 5 dootnud — 

BETUNft 2-5 PtMttHi Grid, 9-1 UMH, B-l Satmy Ptac*. 10-1 See You 


3^0 


Uma/t, 12-1 Lfttfo Tincture 


uso 


FIRM SKURITY MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4fiQQ added 2m UDyds 

1 X&665 CAMMSftORD USDS $5) 0 DTM 7U3 G Megan (G) 

2 QP05-0 bOWBBEACBaMaiTOWs6113 MrLJeOoid 

3 a*0KV SEflWSIS9^JMBing6lx3 MSmett 

** 3 dstitevd 

aETJIffi; 1-2 Cnrttagfnrf lApits, 7-3 Dont Rfen He, 4-1 States! 


2-20 


MCK COOK BENEFIT YEAR NOMCE HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2J800 2m 

1 4-0151 5COBf3fH)AK(13)TOJ(JSWfi5niO AMegrte 

2 340-0 JOYSfMST(54)HD*-««ce4117 SHcMeB 

3 »122fl S4JKWU»aC(2»)fBP)jaOTRf5117 L Haney 

4 670-12 SUPBB4KK (1 ) W Mub 4 1O13i7b 0 lAMeCtotty 

5 65P515- IOJ.OTIffifH85(n3)(CD)ILfcDfte(w61011 JFTdey 

-SdecMW- 

BETTMG: 7-4 Senrtad Air, U Supmnkfc, 7-2 Semi Ibt^c, 8-1 Joja 
Ait, MtOTbeRa^ 


MOONLIGHTER MARES ‘NN’ NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £2300 added 2m 

1 CP/F- DEAL VHTMHOHtHt (328) K B nt ^ccir p 10 12 J> Merartefa 

2 00-340 MISS CASUAL (2QOTtan 4 10 12 SMcM 

3 5-OOT RABDSA os J IUUB 4 10 12 tHfote 

4 622- fiOYALAOMWpO^PHtatisS 10 12 jfotorHtas 

-4 (teetered - 

SETTING: 4-6 Royal Ag Nag, 3-1 fteguo, 4-1 Mbs CasMte, IB-1 Dta 
With Honor 

| Mark Johnston m$ yesterday sLflJ mystified by Dou- 
ble Trigger’s flop in^ Tuesday’s Melbourne Cup. “Dou- 
ble Trigger is greal and in amazing form. He looks 
eanemefy weli," the Mtddleham trainer said. “Jason 
Weaver said be was never right in the race and tacti- 
cally we would do things differently if the race was run 
again But that's not enough to explain why he stopped 
so quickly a mile out when be had every chance to tun 
on." Johnston faces quite a wait for the results of dope 
tests carried MU on die 7-2 favourite who trailed in 17th 
of 20 in Australia's most prestigious race. "’We’re sot 
coming lad until senThesday with the horse bull don't 
expect ro have the results by then," be said. The race 
was won 1? Doriemus, with the 1993 winner. Vintage 
Crop, a fast-finishing third. 


-SB* ^ 

-wsttKsgi. 

r strain Forecast £7 &u ' 


racing results 



KElSOWm 
I0WC£STll 
TAUNTONl 
aOHMEL 



Rfisdlts 

083J. 1U171 

twrantetary 

«8»-»li7S 


Tetw £3-90. Dual Fbrtease fcL30. CSF: 
£2.14. Non Runner Thane, 

2jS 0: L tMMSWflKGTormeyf W:2.W- 
tm OA; 3. Dr Roetat5-4 lav. a ran. nA, 
13, (P HtjMB. Minahearfl. TotK £3-30- Duaf 
Forecast: £330. CSF: £6.09. 

&20:a.HA8TB4R)fDN(0Mg)rtta11- 
3 ISte: 2- Our Mzaar 5-2 . 2 nn. lft. (R Al- 
ner, Btendfom Forum), Tote: £l30. NRs: 
Sbadoo, Go teiteM * Goktor 

&5Q; LYES MAN U FUtiejO 4-1:2.110- 
malto 10*1: 3, SbrRa«9SM- 4nn. evens 
tavpitJiiimond Warrior' (4th). Vh, 4. (Mas h 
Kp^il vyamagw- Tot* £3S0. Dual Ftweasc 
£12.40. Cwi?4Aff Strait Forecasr 12532. 
rtaospOt: £711.60. Qmdpot: £84.40. 
Ptooe 3: £6S9,23- Place & a 76.93. 


WORCESTER 

1.0ft 1-SnHWNOiiffliCnpMto? 33- 
i 2- Barenet 6-4 lav; i Sprang Rhyttm 
11-a. 8 fan- 1*. VA- (Mss Veneto WBams, 
Hereford). Tote £7.40; £130, £130. 
ajO. Dual Forecast £7,oo. compuiw 
Strait Forecast £1428 Trio: £2.00. Non 
Runners Jack Leaner, Scarlet Remoter. Af- 
ter Stewarts' toqusy, result unattered. 


3L30: i. ACT OF PAHUAMHW (R Duv 
wo«M 13-8 fw; 2. Cotenrry Boy 7-1; 3. 
Arthur's MfoaMi 7-2. 4 ran. 4, 12. (Xfisi- 
ay, Upper Lartturi).7>te £2.10. Duel Fere- 
eaaf&oo.csPiiB.Te, 

2.0K 1. SOUTHAMPTON (A P McCoy) 3- 
U 2. TciMO BoW 2-1 fov, 3. Holy Wanderer 
9-2. BraasfiW. 2. (GEMdfog, FV«e*0. TUk 
£ 2,90: £1-70, £1.70. Dual Forecast £3-30. 
csftf&aa 

230: 1, BEfTTS BOY (R Dunwoody) 2- 
1; 2. Chenynut 6-4 fanr; 3. Gospel 2-1. 4 
rati, lVs det. (K Bailey, Upper Lambourr). 
Tote £3.20. Dual Forecast; £230, CSF: 
£522. 

3.00: l. FRONTIBR FU6HT (E Husband) 
7-2; 2. Supennlite 3-1; S. lyteywr ovens 
lav. 7 rw. hd, 9. (Mbs LSiddai, Tadcast- 
eri. Tote £4.60; £280, £230. Dual Fere- 
nc £530. CSF; £13.79. 

3^0: i- NEWHAll PWNCE (T Bey) 2-1 
tar. Z Dam Chance 9-2,' 3. Cte The Hear 
20 - 1 . 6 ran. 14, 7. (A Streeter, Uttonte). 
Tote £3.10: £1.70, £2-30. Dual Forecasc 
£7.50- CSF: tiaifi. 

4.00: l.NOflD*C PRINCE (RGanmy) 12- 

l; 2. awantfMz 16-1; 3. My Old cMita 


5*1. IB ran- 9-2 1« tes Crempseaste & The 
Dgar Hunter. L fid (TTale, radcaster). Tote 
£14.50; £4,00, 050, £3.70. DF: £83.80. 
CSF: £189.90. Trw. £2&L30. 

P te c epoti £5 §&). Quadput £32.40. 
Place & £55.14. Place 5c U6.47. 

UNGF1ELD 

12.40: l.F0fiT KNOX (CSeudcteri 10-1; 
Z laos 10-S; 3. 14r Frosty 10-1 13 ran. 
13-8 fav Set The Fashion, vs. snt-m. (R 
Flowerl. TotK £14.70; £330. £2J0. £2 JO. 
Iff: £62.50. ConfoULer Sfia0»t Forecast 
£43.02- Tno: £133m Trkasc £325.05- 
lift 1.0ANCWG HEART lGHenrwtl5- 
1:2. Present SfcafalS^ fav; 3. Montone 
12- L 11 UHL 4. 1V1. (B Meehan). Tote 
£7.40: E120, £3-30. £3JX). OF: £380. CSF: 
£a8a Tncast £49.67. Tno: £980. Non Ruri- 
ner. Anao. 

L40: L ROMAN 60U> (R Pemam) 1M 
fav, 2. Frta Godfrey 8-1; 3. SiwawBer 
Staoly 16-1. 11 ran. 4. 2 Vj. IR Hanctoril, 
Tote £2.60; £130, CZSO. £3. 40. DF: 
rr i pn I?ff: f ime. Tub: £4780. Non Run- 
i>w Caicft Trie u®its, 

2J0: L IMH CANARD fP Fesatty) 4-1; 2. 


RedAcaMa3-l;8.Cold8 »a t tl i9-4 fav. 9 
ran. Vi. W*. 0 Berry). Tote £4.10; £1.40. 
£1.60. £1.20. Dual Forecast: £11.00. CSF: 
£15.78. Trio: £850. 

2.40: L DUKE VALENTINO (T lies) 9~4; 
2. Sady Sober 13^ IBk 3. VtodbostoH 33- 
L 14 ran. B, I’d. (R Koftnshead). Tote 
£380; £1.60, £dlO. £8.50. Dual Forecast: 
£2.60. CSF: £5.99. TrW £56.40. 

3dK 1. JARAAB (SIMlItwQflti) 6-1; 2- Ite 
Brief 5-U 3. Crtertilge 9-2 Jt far. 14 ran. 
9-2 Jt fenttwor Motm Cteir <5ftf. >A. 2. (G 
Lewtsl. Tote £3.00; £180. £240,12.50. 
Of: £1940. CSF: £36.01. Too: £57.60. Tri- 
cast: £140.64. 

3MK 1. RIVER KEEN ON Woofel 10-1; 
Z South Eastern Fmt 9-2; 3. Dance So 
Suite 2-1 f». 11 ran. 1. 5. (R Armstrong). 
Tote: £12^0; £4.80, £2-70. £1.50. DFr 
£3&2a CSF: £52.15. Tdcasc £11746. Trio: 
£78.90. Nft Sr Oh er. After a Stewarts' m- 
Quliy and an objection by the second to dw 
winner, result unaltered. 

Jaefcpoe not won (pool of £2.664.40 esntef 
forward u Kalsa today). 

Pfacepot £49.00. Qmdpot: £10. 50. 
Place 6i £15.96. Piece 6: £4.16. 


Scotland aim to 
lift World Cup 


Golf 


Sam Torrance aims io com- 
plete a memorable season by 
helping Scotland break the 
American stranglehold on the 
World Cup. 

Colin Montgomerie, who 
beat his compatriot to t he Eu- 
ropean No 1 position this year, 
has been ruled out of the four- 
day contest tn Shenzhen, Chi- 
na, but Torrance, who will 

now team up with Andrew 
Cohan, the other member of 
Scotland’s DunhiU Cup-win- 
nuc trio, insisted: "I feel brand 
new. 

“I have played a lot of golf, 
but they are all huge events 
and it’s easy to get up for them. 
It is great to play for Scoda/id. 
The Dunhill Cup win was just 
fabulous and winning here 
would be a good way to fop the 
year." 

While the Scots are confi- 
dent of ending Fred Couples' 
and Davis Love’s bid to earn 
the US a fourth successive ti- 
tle, Wiles have been hit by the 


withdrawal of Ian Woosnam 
with a back injury. Phillip 
Price, 110th on this season's 
European money list, has been 
called up to partner Mark 
Mouland. 

England will be represent- 
ed by Mark Roe and Paul 
Broadhursi, and Ireland by 
Darren Clarke and Philip Wal- 
ton. New Zealand lead the 
□on-British challenge to the 
Americans, with Frank Nobi- 
le and Michael Campbell fresh 
from winning titles on differ- 
ent continents. 

"Both of us are a bit tired, 
but the wins have boosted our 
confidence and I think we have 
a good chance," said Nobiio, 
who triumphed in the Sarazen 
World Open in Atlanta, while 
Campbell lifted the Alfred 
Dunhill Masters title in In- 
donesia. 

17 alike the DunhiU Cup, 
which pits competing countries 
against each other in a team 
strofcepiay format, the World 
Cup is decided on the aggre- 
gate score of both players 
over 72 holes. 


Parke earns a 
tilt at Jansher 


Squash 


Nottingham's Simon Parke 
stamped his authority on the 
World Open in Nicosia, Cyprus, 
yesterday by defeating the Pak- 
istan No 2, ZaraJk Jahan, to set 
up a quarter-final with J ansb- 
er Khan, the top-seed and de- 
fending champion. 

The fifth-seeded Parke de- 
feated Zarak 15-4, 16-17, 15-S. 
15-8 in 67 minutes. He will now 
draw encouragement from the 
last time he beat Jansher, which 
was in the second round of the 
Dutch Open in 1991. 

Jansher, who defeated Pak- 
istan’s third siring, Mir Zaman 
Gul, 15-3, 15-6, 15-7 in 28 min- 
utes yesterday, is aiming for a 
record seventh world title. 
Parke, at 23, is three years 
younger but is taking part io his 
seventh senior World Open 
and has earned a world junior 
title along the way in 1990. 


Later in the men's event, the 
third-seeded Scottish champion. 
Peter Nieol, was surprisingly 
beaten 13-15, 17-15, I>7, 15-S 
in 63 minutes by Finland's Sami 
Elopuro. the 12th seed. 

The 22-year-old suffered 
from tonsillitis through much of 
last season and entered hospi- 
tal for surgery during the sum- 
mer. "I am just not as fit as I 
used to be," he admitted after 
letting slip an early lead. 

In the women's Grand Prix 
event, played alongside (he 
men’s World Open, Yorkshire's 
Suzanne Horner reached the 
quarter-finals, defeating Sabine 
Schone of Germany 9-1, 4-9, 
9-5, 9-2 in 37 minutes. 

Sue Wright, of Kent, joined 
her in the last eight by defeat- 
ing the Scot Senga Macfie 
9-1, 9-1, 9-1 and will now play 
the top seed and world 
champion, Michelle Martin, of 
Australia. 

Results, Sporting Digest, page 31 


Sports Letters 


Gentleman’s 
excuse me 

From Mr G Power 
Sir: Jn an age where rugby 
reaches forward to grasp the 
cold hand of change, which 
shakes the game in (he di- 
rection of Elitism, while the 
game becomes choked on the 
pitch, is it not time the “gen- 
tlemen's" game played the 
"gentlemen's" card? I am 
speaking of those who sacri- 
fice much of their time to the 
game and rarely (until re- 
cently through professional- 
ism) go rewarded. 

Simon Brown, Harlequins' 
prop, who has been a stalwart 
in the team’s dream start to the 
season, will no doubt return to 
second’s rugby as soon as Ja- 
son Leonard is passed fit. His 
efforts will not go unrewarded 
— he will surety be praised at 
the end-of-season dinner! Si- 
mon Geoghegan, world-class 
winger, has only last week 
been promoted to Bath’s first 
team. 

I propose that all top divi- 
sion dubs be forced to make 
two non-injury related changes 
every week bar two weeks (to 
allow the full First XV leam to 
play), therefore allowing at 
least two “seconds" players to 
display their abilities at the top- 
level. 

Surely this would be advan- 
tageous to every top club, as 
players will be groomed for the 
future through invaluable ex- 
perience. This reward for sec- 
onds players' efforts will be an 
incentive for everyone to push 
for a first-ream place, while 
making matches more inter- 
esting for the spectator and the 
outcome less clear-cut. 

Yours faithfully, 

GAVIN POWER 


Sourpuss Catt 

From Mr G M Wi Warns, 

Sir, What does Mike Can think 
he is doing? In an article in the 
Independent (7 November), he 
manages in one fell swoop to 
malign two erstwhile English 
colleagues (Rob Andrew and 
Tony Underwood), as well as 


criticise the general attitude of 
English sportsmen and women 
(they “don't possess mental 
toughness"). 

Is this what the new age of 
professionalism is all about? 
Does it occur to Cart, a South 
African, that this sort of talk is 
hardly likely to endear him to 
his colleagues? They will be 
looking over their shoulders and 
thinking that if he can do this 
sort of thing to Andrew, who, 
whether Catt tikes it or not, has 
won more games for England 
than Can is ever likely to, then 
he will do it to them as well. 

It is all veiy depressing - on 
Sunday we saw team-mates of 
Jonathan Davies at Cardiff 
dearly not keen to see him 
back in the rugby union fold 
and starving him of opportu- 
nities on the field. This used to 
be the team game par excel- 
lence, but is it Si now to be de- 
stroyed by professionalism? 
Yours faithfully 
G M WILLIAMS 
7 November 


Arsenal no drag - 
George no dragon 

From Mr. 4 Corton 
Sir. With the failure of so 
many British football teams in 
Europe this year, is it not time 
that the footballing commu- 
nity recognised the achieve- 
ments of Arsenal over the 
last two seasons and, of 
course, the much maligned 
manager George Graham. As 
an Arsenal supporter I en- 
joyed greatly the European 
games and have to say that 
George's tactics were spot on, 
and 1 would take this oppor- 
tunity of saying to other man- 
agers, if Arsenal can get it 
right so can they. 

Yours, 

ANDREW CORTON 
1 November 

Letters should be marked "For 
publication” and should con- 
tain daytime and evening 
phone numbers. They should 
be sent to Sports Editor, The 
Independent 1 Canada 
Square, London £14 SDL. 
They may be shortened for 
reasons of space. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

BORO GAJS LEAGUE OF IRELAND Premfor 
Division: Dundalk v Galway r7.45). 
PONTIUS LEAGUE Rrst ttvtten: EtoBcr, Wav 
betm v bvwpoo) f74JJ: wea Bromwich Al- 
bion v Stoke City <7 0). 


RA TOU1H CUP Ftat raranfc nfmoutti Am 
ctiartim Amme (7-0). a 

Other sports 

SWEBTRttMSH: irtUW Uto«l On (UUtej 
Coin ly Cork). 

Cndmpionsiifps iHasn^Dte). 
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sport 


He gets across the impression 
America's athletically minded I 


On a bright morning in San Diego 
it Is probably safe to assume that few 
if any people outside the United 
States know immediately the name 
Ernie Ncvers and consider him to 
be among the 10 greatest sporting 
figures of all time. 

Nevers, who is said to have per- 
formed prodigious feats of speed 


and mobility when turning out for 
Stanford University as a running 
back: in the gridiron game more than 
60 years ago, is given exalted status 


by Bert Randolph Sugar in a book 
to celebrate the careers of 100 


r rtsmen ai J sportswomen he 
ks supreme in history. 


As Sugar never removes his fe- 
dora in public and goes around 


chomping on a laige cigar, it has long 
since been concluded, especially in 
boxing circles, that he is a fully paid- 
up eccentric. 

However, the status Sugar accords 
Ncvers in The Hundred Greatest Ath- 
letes of All Tone has less to do with 
a capricious nature than insular per- 
ception. With the exception of Pele, 
who is in eighth place, and reading 
downwards. Sugar’s top 10 is com- 
prised entirely of American he- 
roes; Jim Brown (gridiron). Jim 
Thorpe (decathlete). Babe Didrik- 
son Zaharias (golf), Jackie Robin- 
son and Babe Ruth (baseball). Jesse 
Owens (athletics), W3t Chamberlain - 
(basketball), Nevers and Michael 
Jordan (basketball). 


While all other than Nevers have 
widespread reputations, a good 
question is how would they rate in 
minds other than that of a myopic 
compatriot 

This applies absolutely to Sugar’s 
overall list in that it does not include 
a footballer other than Pele, and Sir 
Donald Bradman (misspelt. Broad- 
man) is the only cricketer. Nobody 
was chosen from either code of rug- 
by. Another American, Al Unser, is 
the lone representative of motor rac- 
ing. “That is because he won the In- 
dianapolis 500 as well as on the 
Oiand Pro circuit," Sugar said last 
week in Las Vegas shortly before 
Riddick Bowe demolished Evander 
Halyfield. Wfell Bert, so did Graham 



as Firasz Beckenbauer, die extra- 


Hill and Jim Clark, to name but two. 

Another inexplicable omission is 
that of Lester Piggott, perhaps 
supreme among horsemen who is 
relegated to a supplementaiy roll call 
along with such notable performers 


FauuSar bias s also evident on the 
distaff side of Sugar’s selection. 
Apart from Martina Navratilova, 
who was bora and raised, in 
Czecboslavakia, the R nnwman gyro- 
nast, Nadia Comaneci mid the, 
Dutch athlete, Fanrry Blankers- 
Koen, it too is dommatedby Amer- 
icans: Zaharias, Jackie Jcpfner-' 
Kersee and WHma Rudolph (ath- 
letics), Chris Evert aad Bwje Scan 
Sing (tennis) and Soaps Heine (ice 
skating). '■■■*- V,r. : 

Since the majority of American 
sports fens are strfibiiiifyistrfsSOT^ 
in attitude and Sugar is tygfcal-of 
them, it was unHkdy thattossafec-" 


dons would be influenced by opin- 
ions held interoarionaily. _ _ • 

. ’ He gets aaoss the impressabnthat 
only the titanic efforts of America’s 
athletically minded lave kept sport 
go ing' thk tong, and that the whole 
business would be in a sorry stale 
without their contribution. 

Beyond wondering why any P°b". 
fe laa wou ld wantto trustSugar with 
Ms money, you can hare ftih with 
som e thin g fike Bus. You emt point 
out, fra example, that jfdraWn up 
mmdstotbracraiimies.asiinflarir^: 
would contain a number of out- 
s tanding footballers; Diego Mara- 
dona, Aifredd da Stefano, Johan 1 
Cruyff GeargeBest, FerencPuskas, 


Probably, it would have Muham- 
mad AH; who transcended boxing. 

in first position- A personal views 
that Air- for social ns weE as sport- 


Advance 'publicity for St 


book poses the question, Why is 
bro-footbairs running back Jim 


pro-footballs running 
feiown the No 1 athlete ever?. Iff 
suggested to most people ffltJie 

wKterwrld of sport it would draw 
a blank expression. Jim who? you 
imagine a lot of them asking. 

Great player thatbe was, to sup- . 
dose that Brown is n»rc significant 
mhistoiy than_Afi Pehr 
ridiculous. . _• ... 

As for Nevers, itwas aimost nn- 
possible to get a fine on hna *■■■'-■ 
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to overtake them 


Derick AIlsop argues that Germany’s FI 
world champion, who can set a record 
for grands prix wins in a single season on 
Sunday, is already one of the sport’s greats 


I t is estimated Michael Schu- 
macher could earn more than 
all the other Formula One 
drivers put together next season. 
If that is so, he will be getting 
just about what he is worth. 

Across the sporting spec- 
trum, there are few individuals 
- if indeed any - as pre-eminent 
in his sphere as Schumacher is 
in grand prix motor racing. 
And of course his sphere is not 
merely sport. It is also business, 
a business which attracts mas- 
sive investment and he gener- 
ates extraordinary prestige. 

Nowhere is the investment 
greater and the prestige more 
coveted than at Ferrari, the 
most famous team in the busi- 
ness and yet a team that has not 
had a world champion driver 
since 1979. 

They believe Schumacher 
can bridge that gap for them, 
hence their willingness to pay 
him a basic S25m (f 16m), plus 
bonuses, a rear. Only the late 
Ayrton Senna achieved com- 
parable financial stature. 

Comparative stature as rac- 
ing drivers is less simple to 
gauge. No one disputes Senna’s 
place among the all-time hier- 
archy of the sport and many con- 
tend he was the grandmaster. 

Schumacher’s precise posi- 
tion remains debatable. He has 
been in Formula One only four 
years and his opposition has 
been relatively inferior to that 
confronted by Senna, who raced 
against Alain Prost and Nigel 
Mansell at their peak. 

However. Schumacher at 26 
looks closer to the finished ar- 
ticle than Senna at 26 and is the 
youngest man to hold two world 


championships. The Brazilian 
claimed the first of his three ti- 


Michaef Schumacher, who next season swaps his Benetton overalls for those of Ferrari 


Photograph: AP 


claimed the first of his three ti- 
tles at the age of 28. 

They would probably have 
been embroiled in the classic 
duel last season but Senna was 
killed in Lhe third race, at Imo- 
la. It should not be forgotten, 
though, that Schumacher bad 


won the two previous grands dancy in r 
prix and Senna’s spin in vain fresh ques 
pursuits Interops betrayed a capabilities, 
lingering vulnerability. There is i 

Damon Hill, who took up the roach er in 
challenge for Wjlliams-Renauli have been i 
and Formula One. responded frequently b 
splendidly when an unlikely smash and g 
chance of the championship both Hill an 
presented itself, and was denied outfought aj 
only by that controversial col- them in the 
lision in Adelaide. Certainly 

Last season remains an un- had the cone 
satisfactory chapter m the an- an enonnou 
nals of the sport. Doubts raised crew’. Bene! 
by Senna and others about the class act aunt 
legally of Schumacher’s car, the reliability mi 
Benetton-RenaulL darkened strategical a 
the course of the championship But pro! 

and disciplinary measures smartest m 
served merely further to on- nisingtheyh 
dermine the ’ 

credibility of ' , 

the contest. Schumacher at 

The most _ _ . . 

salient fact of 26 Veal'S Old 
the year was ... 
that Schumach- l(X)kS ClOSeF tO 
er won the title ■ _ . . 

tom 12 of the the finished 

16 races. He 

was banned or aitlCie than 
disqualified _ . __ 

from the other Senna at 26 

four. This sea- 

son he has cap- 
italised on a frill quota, retaining HiD envied fa 
his crown with two rounds to niority inskl< 
spare. Victory in Australia on taining it wi 
Sunday would take him past relative forti 
Mansell's record of nine in a you cannot 
season. macher won 

What makes Schumacher’s straight fight 
domination of the field all the Schumach 
more admirable is that he does mentals reqi 
not have the best car. The con- al this level: 
sensus of opinion is that Hill’s commitment 
Williams is superior and we can qualities tha< 
only speculate whether any of strata above 1 
the other drivers would have are the standi 
made better use of it. for up to 201 

Perhaps Jean Alesi or Ger- track lay-ot 
hard Berber would have. Per- weather cone 
haps David Coulthard would agility to pla 
have, had he discovered his of the rest, ai 
form in the first half of the cam- raising instil 
paign. The young Sait’s ascen- when necesss 


dancy in recent races poses 
fresh questions about HDi's 

capabilities. 

There is little dispute Schu- 
macher in a Williams would 
have been irresistible. He has 
frequently been outpaced in the 
smash and grab of qualifying by 
both Hill and Coulthard, yet has 
outfought and outmanoeuvred 
them in the races. 

Certainly Schumacher has 
had the concentrated badringof 
an enormously gifted technical 
crew’. Benetton have been the 
cIots act among the teams, their 
reliability matched onlybytheir 
strategical acumen. 

But probably Benetton's > 
smartest move was in recog- 
nising the)' had a rare talent and 
' building their 


Schumacher has established 


for drivers, which m torn help 
him cope with the mind games, 
the coolant flow of technical 
data and intelligence on oppo- 
nents. Seasoned engmeers, sta- 
tioned at the pilwajj, matveTat 
his analytical and deckion-ihak- 
ing capacity while racing at 
IvOmpL'Sbade^of Senna. 

A natural self-belief lias en- 
abled him toexpknt h&gjfeand 
his spectacular advance in the 


confidence to the point, some ' 
suggest, of arrogance. More - 
shades of Senna. ; r ;.’ 
Arrogance may explam ex- 
cesses on the psychological v 
battkgronnd- Not content with 
soundly thrashing Mil on the 


entire opera- 
Cher 3t don around 

. . him. They 

> Old ' - . channelled 

their resources 
)Ser tO . where they ex- 

pected to piti- 
ied duce results. 

Schumacher 

ian galvanised the 

*. t ? a P’ raisin S 

L ZO their expecta- 

rions and their 

performance. 
Hffl envied him his absolute se- 
niority inride the camp, main- 
taining it was critical to their 
relative fortunes. There again, 
you cannot help feel Schu- 
macher would have handled a 
straight fight within Williams. 

Schumacher has the funda- 
mentals required to win races 
at this level: pace, car control 
commitment and ambition, lhe 
qualities that elevate him to a 
strata above his contemporaries 
are the stamina to sustain speed 
for up to 200 miles of varying 
track lay-out and changing 
weather conditions, the mental 
agility to plan one step ahead 
of the rest, and the uncompro- 
mising instinct to get tough 
when necessary. 


crack, he has shamelessly seized 
on opportunities to belittle him ‘ 
off iL Did Senna not treat Prost 
In the same contemptuous 
manner? 

Selfish, ruthless and imperi- 
ous, Schumacher is the em- ' 
bodiment of the modern 


Formula One champion.' He is 
sure of himself and his worth. 


and that valuation evidently 
concurs with Ferrarfs. 

Events next year could mea- 
sure the accuracy of their calcu- 
lations. In a sense, Schumacher 
b giving the rest a chance by go- 
ing to Ferrari and he contends 
his target is the championship of 
. 1997. Alesi and Berger will en- 
deavour to emulate his feats at 
Benetton, while the team will be 
anxious to prove.they have not 
been a one-man band. 

Hill is anticipating another 
shot - possibly his last - al- 
though be must grapple with a 
new team-mate, Jacques Vfl- 
lenetrve, who has already an- 
nounced he does not intend to 
be No 2 to the Englishman . 

Schumacher takes his No 1 to 
Maraneflo and if he still has that 
number on the scarlet car in ’97, 
then his place among the grand- 
masters will be assured. 


Ferguson’s appeal 
rejected by SFA 


Norwich’s progress is ensured by Ward 


Ashley Ward, the Norwich City 
striker, hopes his Coca-Cola 


Football 


Cup hat-trick against Bradford 
will be the boost he needs to 


Peter Johnson, the Everton 
chairman, yesterday spoke out 
against the Scottish Football As- 
sociation’s decision to reject 
Duncan Ferguson’s appeal 
against a 12-match ban. 

“It seems vindictive to me.” 
he said. “The tribunal had a 
good opportunity to redress 
the situation. If you carry out a 
mugging in the 'street and are 
sentenced you serve it and 
that's the end of the matter. 

“I folly expected the ban 
would not be activated or would 

take into account the eight games 
Duncan has already missed while 
in prison. You have to say he has 
suffered enough. Having visited 
Bariinnie, six weeks in there is 
quite a sentence." 

The SFAis appeals tribunal 
yesterday rejected the striker's 
plea for leniency over the ban, 
which followed an on-field as- 
sault on Rahh’s John McStay in 
April 1994 that also resulted in 
his being jailed for three months. 

The tribunal decided the sus- 
pension, one match of which 
Ferguson has already served, 
should run from yesterday. 

Everton were hoping that 
Ferguson, to be released from 
Glasgow’s Bariinnie Prison on 
22 November, would be avail- 
able to play on 25 November. 

The decision to begin the ban 
yesterday was met with disap- 
pointment by Tony Higgins, 


secretary of the Scottish Pro- 
fessional Footballers’ Associa- 
tion. “We felt at the veiy least 
if the tribunal was to uphold the 
12- match ban they would back- 
date it to his entry into Bariin- 
nie Prison." Higgins said. 

“Given what the player has 
been through, and that be has 
been through the court’s system, 
it was felt the time was right for 
the tribunal to show some 


compassion, tneenvey the play- 
er has been punished twice for 
the same come and. given the 
severity of his prison sentence, 
consideration to that should 
have been the main priority.” 

■ Middlesbrough’s hopes of 
persuading Juninho not to miss 

lorn. is set on 

playing for Brazil in next sum- 
mer’s Olympic Games, which 
means he mil be absent next 
February and March while he 
pjays in the qualifying compe- 
tition in Argentina. “Playing in 
the Olympics is a dream for me 
and I want to enjoy the experi- 
ence," Juninho said yesterday 
before Brazil’s friendly against 
Argentina in Buenos Aires. 

■ Jimmy Case, the Brighton 


will be the boost he needs to 
send the Carrow Road dub back 
into the big time. 

The 24-year-old’s appear- 
ances have been hampered by a 
niggling hamstring injury picked 
up in pre-season training, but be 
showed no id-effects as he led 
Norwich to their 5-3 third-round 
replay win on Tuesday. 

“Scoring goals always gives 
me confidence to pick up the 
rest of my game, and hopeful- 
ly the sharpness will come back 
too. It’s not a particular pres- 
sure on me, even though I was 
top scorer last season, but be- 
cause we were relegated every- 
body looked at us and thought 


we’d be up at the top,” Ward 
said. 

“As a dub, we’ve set Stan- 
dards over the past few seasons 
and so there is that pressure on 
us to perform. It’s down to the 
whole squad to get us into a po- 
sition where we can get up, and 
that’s what we’ve got to do.” 

Jimmy Quinn, the Reading 
player-manager, clinched his 
side's place in the fourth round 
with a last-gasp winner in their 
replayed match against Bury. 

However, tempers flared in 
the players’ tunnel after the 2rl 
result.- which followed the 
abandonment of the original 
match two weeks ago when 
Bury were 2-0 ahead. 

“I think there was a bit of a 
scuffle.” Quinn said “The Bury 


players were calling us cheats, 
which I think is a bit naive. I 
won’t let my players get involved 
in things like that." 

The visitors looked cm course 
to earn a replay until Quinn 
flashed in an 89th-minute head- 
er with his second touch of the 
game. He added: “They bad ob- 
viously reached the stage where 
they were hoping to keep ft right 
and secure the replay and I 
would have been happy with a 
draw at that stage, but 1 decid- 
ed to go on and have a go any- 
way.” 

Stan Tcrnent, the Bury man- 
ager. denied there had been a 
scuffle between the players, but 
said: “I think it all steins from 
the first match, when we didn’t 
feel the game should have been 


called off But had we been 
Reading, we just would have 
been glad to have another crack 
at jL The Reading players aren't 
cheats and neither are mine. 

“I am very disappointed for 
the lads. I thought we gave a 
good account of ourselves and 
a draw would have been a fair 
result, but you don’t always get 
what you deserve in football.” 

Reading bad broken the 
deadlock on 52 minutes when 
Mick Gooding floated a free- 
kick from the left and the ball 
was deflected past Tony Kelly off 
Chris LuckettL Bmy were level 
five minutes later when the ball 
was rolled from a free-kick to limy 
Rigby cm the edge of the area, and 
he flicked it into the air before 
lashing a volley into the net. 


Schuster is sent 
packing by his club 


Overseas football 


Havelange makes an apology to 


player-coach, has been demined 
in hospital for X-rays after sus- 
taininga neck injury falling awk- 
wardly id a reserve match yes- 
terday. The 41-year-old former 
Liverpool player, the oldest out- 
field player in the league, had 
ignored specialists’ advice to 
end his career this season. 


Joao Havelange. the president of 
football's world governing body, 
Fxfa, yesterday apologised to 
Nigeria for preventing them 
hosting the World Youth Cup in 
March. 

After meeting Nigeria’s mil- 
itary ruler. General Sani 
Abacha. and offering the coun- 
try the 1997 tournament in- 
stead, Havelange said the 
decision to switch the champi- 
onship from Nigeria to Qatar 
was based on reports Fifa re- 
ceived at the time that there 
were outbreaks of cholera and 
meningitis at two of the venues 
due to lobe used for the event 

Havelange admitted: “It is 
not easy to say that no one 
makes mistakes. As ahuman be- 


ing, I can commit mistakes and 
you should excuse me for that 
mistake." 

He also confirmed that Nige- 
ria may host the 1997 tourna- 
ment, whidi was due to be staged 
in Malaysia. Havelange said: “I 
intend to travel to Malaysia with 
Isa Hayatou [the African football 
president] with a view to getting 
the 1997 competition back to 
Nigeria and giving Malaysia the 
1999 hosting rights." 

. “This is the c ompromise \ am 
offering to this country. I feel ho- 
noured to be received and I am 
happy His Excellency has reit- 
erated bis desire to see the 
1997 competition take place in 
Nigeria.” 

Havelange is leading a Fifa 


delegation on a four-day visit to 
Nigeria at the invitation of the 
military government to explain 
why Fifa cancelled the event 

Jim Nwobodo, the Nigerian 
sports minister, said last week 
that Nigeria was going to ask 
Fifa to give it a second chance 
to host the tournament to re- 
coup the losses incurred this 
year. 

Lennart Johansson, the pres- 
ident of Uefa, the European 
governing body, buoyed bv his 
success in a power battle against 
Havelange, said yesterday that 
he was a candidate to replace 
the Brazilian in 1998. 

But Johansson said after a 
meeting of the Uefa executive 
committee that had asked him 


to stand that he did not expect 
a power battle with his old rival, 
because Havelange had told 
Fife he was retiring after his cur- 
rent term in office. “He has of- 
ficially declared that he is 
stepping down,” Johansson said. 

Johansson, a Swede who is 
leading a European campaign to 
curb Havelange’s power within 
world football, continued: “l 
haven’t asked, but I have been 
asked by the members of the 
committee to stand for election.” 
Asked if he expected to win, be 
replied: Tm not £oing to cam- 


paign. Tm not going to do any- 
thing. I’ve worked in football for 
.40 years now and people know 
me. If they like me, they’ll vote 
for me. If they don’t, 1 won’t cry." 


The Bundesliga club, Bayer 
Leverkusen, parted company 
with the former German in- 
ternational midfielder, Berad 
Schuster, yesterday after a 
bitter dispute with the player. 

The German First Division 
side said they had told the 35- 
year-old at a meeting that he no 
longer played for the dub. Bay- 
er said both parties would in- 
vestigate bringing a legal end to 
Schuster's contract which, is 
due to run until June 1997. 

Last Friday the Bayer board 
and the coach, Erich Ribbeck, 
decided to drop Schuster, 
claiming that he was threaten- 
ing legal action against the 
dub. Schuster, one of the most 
talented players Germany has 
produced, denied the allegation 
but lost the captaincy the fol- 
lowing day after a players’ vote. 

While one veteran may have 
reached the end of his career, 
which took him from Cologne' 
to Leverkusen via Barcelona 
and both Madrid clubs, anoth- 
er is looking forward to a come- 
back. 

Germany s most capped 
player, Lothar Matthaus, a 
long-term abseatee with a seri- 
ous Achilles tendon injury is to ■ 
return to foil training next 
week. The 34-year-old, who 
has not played since January 
said yesterday he would be 


joining team sessions at Bayern 
Munich from Monday. 

“I’ve missed the games in 
training, ” he said. “The come- 
back is veiy. very important for 


ray psyche... [but] I would be 
kidding myself if I thought I 
could return to action this year.” 
Matthaus, who has won 122 


caps and played at four World 
Cup finals, hurt the tendon 


during a friendly last January. 
After an initial operation he was 
due to return at lhe start of the 
season, but problems resur- 
faced during pre-season train- 
ing and the 1994 World Cup 
captain Was forced to undergo 
another operation to remove a 
cyst on the tendon in July. 

Matthaus, who has spent 
most of his days in the weight 
training room in recent months, 
is determined not to return too 
quickly this tfrne. He does not 
apect toplay for Bayern until 
the end.ot the Bundesliga 's win- 
ter break in mid-February 

The Barcelona goalkeeiw 
Cartos Busquets, put his q£i L * 
reactions to good use this w e ,.D 
-but it may cost him his oh,, 
in the Spanish club’s team / 

At his home in the CatMiu«^ 
^Busquets caught a hot iron 
in mid-air as it was about to f.l?, 
on his four-year-old son Ai... 1 
As a result, Busquets & 
hands bandaged after suffjj h 
second degree burns, ann g 
doubtful , for this 

First’ Division match " d s 
Tenerife- h 
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The ratse structure of Euro- 
pean Vneyer-niind English - 
rogt>y fflriM wfl] be redesigned 
if tbe Bi^y-F^otball Union has 
its way.xesterday the RFU’s 
cOxnAUsaon on professional - 
ism'|wbctaced a radical blueprint 
for tfce:'hew era which, most 
strikingly, would shift the Five 
Nations 7 Championship in its 
entirety to May from January. 
- February and March. 

With 1 the professional season 
*5 be extended into August at one 
end and May at the other, the rest 
of ii fe divided into bite-sized 
chunks one of which accommo- 
dates an enlarged European 
dubs’ tonmarnent to be played 
on weekends during the autumn. 

The RFU envisages a four- 
slroog English representation 
out cffJ6 in Europe, with the re- 
maining sis clubs in the do- 
mestic First Division partici- 
pating in ah Anglo-Welsh com- 
petition at the same time. 

The Fast Division would lake 
place before and after, with 
space also available for incom- 
ing international and provincial 
sides, the latter allowing for a 
continuation of the divisions 
but not in a Divisional Cham- 
pionship. The present Second, 
Third and Fourth Divisions 
would be adapted into two di- 
virions of 14, toe new Third hav- 
ing to be reduced from an initial 
16 at the end of next season. 

Twickenham's ambitious ideas 
are really no more than a series 
of debating points or bargaining 
positions where they impinge on 
relations with other unions. The 
Five Nations' committee, for in- 
stance, will be incredulous at the 
May proposal, if only because h 
imagined it had addressed the is- 
sue by moving the Championship 
back a fortnight from 1997. 

Then there is the thorny 


Main proposals of commission 


■ Moraiw'u™ on proieisronalsm 
f™. ^O-oay registration penod stay 
wtil the end of this season. 

■ Fwe Matrons tournament to be 
put bat* to May. 

■ Players will not be entitled u. per- 
centage of transfer fees, but may 
jjegffoate a signmg on tee. 

■ Club contracts can be negated 
now pending eno of moratorium. 

m Lea©Je5 restructured from next 
season: First Division. 10 teams: Sec 
Division 14; Third Division. 16. 

■ Top four Clubs in First Division to 
take pan in European loumament. 

■ Remaining su First Darston clubs 
to take pan in an Anglo-Welsh tour- 
nament 

■ From next season tegjsrnro&n to 
be seven days for top three leagues. 

■ Registration to bs 30 days lor all 
other Leagues from 1996-97. 


■ Player qualification: free passage 
from rogby league. 

■ Restrictions on other home union 
intemsvonais tn English elute Wred. 

■ Discipline: an independent panel 
to be set up. 

■ Players will in future be innocent 

until proved guilty, therefore no more 
automatic suspension when sent off. 

■ RFU to Oe restructured. Commit- 
tee to be renamed Council as per 
Bishop report 

■ RFU executive to comprise seven 
professionals and sewn amateurs 
with present secretary, Tony Hailen, 
in the chair and hotdtng casting vote. 

■ Football -style pre-season Chanty 
Shield to be staged in August be- 
tween English and Welsh champions 
and cup winners. May begn in 1996. 

■ Divisional Championship to be 
scrapped; County Championship stays. 


question of the European Rug- 
by Cup, which has been 
launched in ihe past fortnight 
not only without English in- 
volvement but also with persis- 
tent English denigration. Rela- 
tions within Ihe five nations 
are such that the RFU has an 
overwhelming hcarls-and-minds 
campaign to win befure it can 
hope to have its plans accepted. 

The underlying agenda ap- 
pears to be dictated by television 
- which is not necessarily a bad 
thing, since the funding of pro- 
fessionalism is bound to rely in 
large measure on how much 
governing bodies can extract for 
broadcasting rights. The English 
seasonal format could now be 
sold in one big, multi-million 
pound block or broken down 
into its constituent parts. 

Either wav, the RFU has 


been quietly talking to broad- 
casters and. just for starters, has 
come up with a figure of at least 
double (he JGOm or so three-year 
deal already struck with 1TV for 
the nascent European Cup. Tlic 
union is earnestly hoping lhar 
this sort of money will talk. 

Other aspects of the commis- 
sion's proposals arc as disclosed 
in last Saturday's Independent. 
The moratorium on profession- 
alism wiD be lifted once 1 his sea- 
son is over and the 120-day 
transfer qualification period re- 
duced to a nominal seven days. 
In the meantime dubs are at lib- 
erty to negotiate contracts pend- 
ing the end of the moratorium. 

This season's only active con- 
tract will be the England one, 
with Cellnet due to announce to- 
day (he sponsorship (hat will pay 
the squad for their season’s work 


English n^by braced for flood of moves | 


Last Saturday’s Independent efisdosed the RFlfs proposals 


beginning with the South Africa 
match at Twickenham on Satur- 
day week. Lfltimntely. a tier a pe- 
riod of dovetailing national and 
club contracts, Ihe union envis- 
ages a t ime when players will be 
subject only to club contracts with 
the necessary international corn- 
rail mem wrinen in. 

This is of no assistance to Rob 
Andrew in his quest to put a new 
Newcastle team on the pitch but 
the restructuring of the top di- 
visions will entail the absence of 
relegation this season and so se- 
cure Newcastle's place in the 
Second Division. The National 
Clubs' Association Ls likely to 
ratify this when it meets today. 

Professional rugby has forced 
the RFU reluctantly to adopt a 
free passag e from rughv league 
into English rugby union and a 
rapid demise of the iniquitous 
restrictions on the number of 
British and Irish players free to 
play at English clubs. An inde- 
pendent disciplinary pane! will 
be established to judge offend- 
ers in the National League. 

Transferring players will be 
permitted to negotiate signing- 
on fees but not percentages of 
transfer fees, and there will he 
a tribunal to rule on disputed 
transfers. Non-contnicted play- 
ers from lower-league clubs 
who sign contracts with National 
League clubs will cam their 
original dubs the princely con- 
sideration of £100. 

The commission also con- 
templated the administration 
of the RFU, recommending a re- 
structuring of the executive so 
that it changed its name to 
board of management and its 
composition so that it more ad- 
equately reflected the profes- 
sional end of the game. However, 
the final word will be had by the 
non-professionals at a special 
general meeting of the 230 
clubs in RFU membership, now 
deferred to the new year. 



Angus Fraser (left) keeps a close eye on Devon Malcolm’s front foot 


Photograph: Allsport 


§* ‘We need to find what is good 
for us all and best for the game’ 


Kiwis check 
India’s early 
progress 


Knight steadies A team 


Cricket 


India 12&3 v New Zealand 


Cricket 

Karachi Combined XI 204 and 

England A 312 and 116-4 

England A win by six wickets 


- The report may be bristling with 

ideas, but it has also got people's 
hackles up, notably the RFUpro- 
. posal to move the Five Nations' 
Championship to May. The 
Welsh Rugby Union secretary, 
Edward Jones, said last night: “I 

- do not think it is feasible. There 
are a number of major issues to 
be addressed, not least Ihe de- 
mands on the players and po- 
tential pressures for fans.’’ 

Ireland’s secretary. Philip 
Browne, added weight to the ar- 
gument against such a revolu- 
tionary switch. saying; “Here- in 
Ireland such a move would have 
some disadvantages at that time 
of the year. For instance, the Na- 
' lional Hurling League is at its 
' height in May, with every Sun- 
day of the month taken up." 

Ben Clarke, the England 
No 8, said: “1 think a Fwe Na- 
tions tournament in consecutive 
weeks is not a good idea. But I 

welcome the idea that it could be 

I played at the end of the season. 
Ji is rugby’s premier event in the 
^northern hemisphere at the mo- 
ment and 1 just feel it would be 


David Llewellyn reports on a mixed 
reception for the RFU’s proposals 


a more attractive match to play 
and to watch when the weather 
is finer.” 

That view was echoed by Jack 
Rowell, the England manager, 
who explained: “1 think overall 
it is a step forward, in that the 
game will be played at a more 
user-friendly time of year, when 
surfaces will be firmer. I’ve been 
a fan of moving the Five Nations 
out of midwinter for a long 
time. We all thirst for dynamic 
and flexible rugby these days as 
played on the superior surfaces 
in the Southern Hemisphere. To 
do that we have to move out of 
January and February and look 
to the spring." 

But Rowell said his initial re- 
action was slightly different 
“My first thoughts' were: The 
players have already got enough 
on their shoulders.' The thought 
of some of them playing 10 
months on the trot - if not 
quicker - is mind-boggling at the 


Samoans start with a win 


Edinburgh 
Western Samoa 


22 

35 


After an early shock when they 
found themselves 10-0 down. 
Western Samoa recovered to 
open their 12-match tour of 
Scotland and England with a 
comfortable win over Edin- 
burgh at Inverleith yesterday. 

Veli Patu, the full-back, 
grabbed three of Western 
Samoa's five tries, but the tourcss 
were never able to rout Edin- 
burgh whose captain, .Ally Don- 
aldson, kicked 17 points. 

“There were a lot of flaws in 
our game,” complained the 
Samoan team manager, Bryan 
Williams. “It was a typical first 
game of a tour. ” 

Edinburgh took the lead af- 


ter only five minutes, when 
Darren Bums burst on to a 
loose ball before outstripping 
the defence for a popular score. 

However, the Samoans were 
soon able to use their pace and 
power to break the Edinburgh 
defence, with the hooker. Tab 
Leiasamaivao, and the winger, 

Brian Lima, adding to Patu's tries 
to secure the victory. 

ESSs 

s Paul (Heroes fpi, D6*n s 

SESmSSkW V P aw Bbma.G LMWfc 
y£Swea!c Bums, u vwBftwfrT 

SS«M. 6 W* 

S Kdefa. P Mm «*». •* ’ f* 8 * 6 - 
pataM G Simmon® lUtdi. 
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heads British entry 

European series and he onfyjust 
secured a place among the 
eventual finalists- But having got 
to Gothenburg he went on to 
win the three-leg final for the 
biggest success of his career. 

fkelion. whose internation- 
al successes this year have in- 
g a slrong ai sdcohk ^ thff San 

impeung at S^„ Gr id%rix wilh Show- 

or Interna- Member, lines up with 

^f&cbaol Whiter 10 
-Vs World four _day show starting to 



moment, but I think once the 
players gel used to it they will 
settle down and we will see a 
better game. And after all, this 
is only a position paper, it has 
yet to be negotiated.” 

Browne endorsed the Welsh 
view about fans, pointing out 
that the cost of travelling twice 
in the same month to Five Na- 
tions games may deter some 
supporters. Jones made it dear 
that England were not going to 
gel things all their own way. “I 
have not seen a full copy of the 
RFU proposals, but they will ob- 
viously have to be analysed in de- 
tail by our general committee. 
Vfc need to find what is good for 
us all and best for the game, not 
just for one party,” he insisted. 

There could even be opposi- 
tion from within the RFU ex- 
ecutive. Denis Easby. the 
immecSatepast president, whose 
year in office was tarnished by 
the sacking and rapid reinstate- 


Wright out of 
international 
following ban 

The British Lions prop Peter 
Wright will miss Scotland’s 
home international against 
Western Samoa on IS No- 
vember after being suspended 
for six weeks at a Scottish 
Rugby Union disriptinaty 
hearing. Hie ban follows his 
sending-off for verbally abusing 
the referee Ken McCartney dur- 
ing a league match at Gala last 
month. 

Cardiff have asked their Welsh 
rivals, Llanelli, to pay compen- 
sation to Mike Hall, after a clash 
with the Llanelli lock Tony 
Copsey in September that left 
their player with a fractured 
cheekbone. 

Hall refused to take Copsey to 
court, but is concerned over his 
loss of earnings and Cardiff are 
now acting on his behalf for 
what is the first request of this 
type in Welsh rugby. 


merit ofWni Carling as England 
captain, said: “Two things con- 
cern me. One, the players are go- 
ing to have a hell erf a long season 
if the Five Nations’ Champion- 
ship is moved into May. Sec- 
ondly, 1 am not sure about 
reducing the size of the execu- 
tive committee, which, since 
Tbny Hallett will be the chair- 
man, would gjve an 8-7 majori- 
ty to the professionals on it The 
professionals' views are valuable 
but I do not think they should 
have a majority.” 

Overall it seems that on the 
domestic front the RFU can ex- 
pect little opposition from the 
First Division duhs. who passed 
a vote of no confidence in the 
commission not long ago after 
being refused a representative 
on it in addition to Bath's chair- 
man, Richard Mawdiii. 

Those clubs this week issued 
their own blueprint for the fu- 
ture. There are differences, but 
Mawditt said: Tve every hope 
lhal Ihe First Division clubs' re- 
port and this commission report 
will dovetail very nicely” 


SPORTING DIGEST 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The numberof women authors 
on the six-strong shortlist for 
the William Hill Sports Book 
of the Year. Either The Prize- 
fighters byArierie Schulman 
or Out of Bouncfs by Lauren 
St John could win £5,000. 


Basketball 

England gave a lift to their preparations 
for Sunday's European Championship 
gore against Germany m Sheffield when 
they defeated the Netherlands 87-72 
in Amsterdam on Tuesday. Nine points 
from Kail Browm in a 13-0 run gave Eng- 
land a match-winning 63-38 lead in the 
second half. 

NBA: Curae 108 Perot 96; CMvetord 101 

Irxaoa 2£M:N8»j«st*104 PcrtanoSd;PT**w- 

ptta 106 S a oa lie, no 109; LAnresoia 93 LA Leh- 
e«92; New'IWV 9« Phoena 103: Oncage U7 
Toronto 108; Oacas 99 Ifcneouror S8, Houston 
106 MiwaiAee 89: Seade 127 u Ckppen 108: 
Gotten State 96 Deraw 93 

Booting 

Japan's Hiroshi Kawashima retained he 
World Boxing Council super-flyweight ti- 
de yesterday when he stopped In- 
donesia’s BoyAruan in the third round. 

Ice hockey 

nhl Hamm 7 San Jose a Dtmn 4 anw 
ion 2 Ftonda 4 Pfafadetolw 2; NY blatters 2 
VBncouncr 5: Toronto 6 Anflhea-n 3. VtetaSOn 
3 Brawn j; Si LM 0 Ins Angeles 1. 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NORTHEAST DTYIStON 
W L 

PXtsDtw&i — £ 

Montreal .. 7 

Hartford £ 

Ottawa 6 

Boston - A 

Buffets 4 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 

Ftorido «... 11 

MMafcNa 8 

WBhfeSton 9 

HY Rancors 8 

.2 


New Jareay 
Tampa Buy - 
NV Warden 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL OMSK) N 
Detroit —8 5 


Wln ri pa g 7 

Toronto 6 

CNeap 6 


ST Louts £ 

mcnconnsiON 
Coforedo 10 


OF GAFTS 
56 * 15 
39 41 U 
33 43 33 

38 40 12 

46 50 W 

35 42 9 

56 39 22 
56 35 £9 
44 34 18 
51 44 17 

39 33 IS 

33 49 U 
38 58 6 


55 36 18 
57 57 18 
48 46 15 
47 44 14 
41 43 H 
33 44 SI 


India slumped from b9 without John Emburey, the England 
loss to 77 for 3 on the rain-in- manager, was a happy man af- 
lemipled first day of the third ter his team maintained their 
Test in Cuttack yesterday before lOU per cent start to their Pak- 
an unbroken fourth-wicket isian lour with a comfortable 
stand of 43 between captain six-wicket win over a Coro- 
Mohamraad Azhamidin and bined XI in Karachi yesterday. 
Navjoi Sidliu stopped the rot. Nick Knight, the opening 
India, oik up in the three-ltfrt batsman who played in two 
series, were given a useful start Tests against the West Indies this 
by Manoj Prabhakar and Ajay summer, steered England to 
Jadeja before Chris Cairns and Lhcir victory target of 1 16 with 
Dinn Nash took a wicket each, an undefeated 71. 

Cairns then struck the biggest He received solid support 
blow when he bowled Sachin from Yorkshire’s teenage bats- 
Teodulkar for two as the batsman man, Anthony McGrath, who 
tried to play to the on-side and shared in an unbroken fifth- 
had his leg stump up-rooted. wicket stand of 60. They re- 

paired the damage after a 

u Prat***/ c crn« b 22 batting collapse had seen Eng- 

* an d tumble to 18 for 3. 

$ r TemiiAa/ 1 > caims — _2 Hu veiy pleased with the re- 

roi out ....23 suli. Every match is an experi- 

Totai (tor 3i — ZlZZZZiZIIjio menu" Emburey said. “This is 
MWMmRMw AP W . w hat a tour of India or Pakistan 

A R humble, j Smath.N D Hntoni. IS all about, pressure. Spi nnin g 

NOW ZEALAND: * tL h Gennon, M J Gxoatbatcii. yjj..,. v*>rv uririwlc 

R G Twwe. A C Parore. M D Crw*. S P Fern- WlCKetS. very SIOW WICkeiS. 

rg. c i cams. □ j Nam, m n nan. d i* Mo« **p m impressed with the char- 

nsop ' M : J i tebiSr, tzrrrt, v h Ram***™ itmi acter of Anthony McGrath. 


Ddo 3 Uanesi 3. Bortf Gala (xapM Cap PW M»- 
ond teg: Sheitwume 1 SC«d Rover. 1 tt-r on ae 
flee Sheftoume wm 4-3 on oeratiesj. 
Pwtta Iweero Rrot DMsIocc Dart* 2 BWMwm 
1. Second BNMon: Gnmsby 4 HiA CW*G. Avon 
bwnz OoMWHdon M DMM: PoKsmcuh 
5 Wmbleoon 3: Oueen's Part. Rsneer, ? Tocten- 
hm 3; Wattort 2 SWnrlan 1; Waa Ham 0 Oehea 
L Second OMsloa Lsasae Cup: Torauy 0 
Swansea 1. FA YouTk C^i nm rwpd: Coicheaei 
2 Reteroereujfi 4; Lee* Urt 3 Barnsley l. Ger- 
nun Cup Bonran Dartrnni l hwi- 

anp* 3: Portum DusseWorl 1 Nuronideig 0: 
Homtxrg 3 > jroerpaurem 4 la/tsr on tvne - cor- 
leevt resM. Rend, leqpie: Rrones 3 Gun^mp 
0. Dutch Inguni Gioranern 3 De Groatschap 0. 


Golf 

The American LPGA tour wHI now con- 
sist of 39 events next year, after two 
extra tournaments were yesterday 
added to the schedule, raising the to- 
tal prize money to £16.8m. The new 
tournaments ere the £400,000 Betsy 
King Classic to be played from 10-13 

October in Reading, Pennsylvania, and 
the £333,000 Sacramento Classic 
from 4-7 April in California. The tour wfll 
open with the Tournament of Champi- 
ons from 11-14 January In Orlando. 

Hockey 

Jane Stamfch ga« Great Bntan the lead 
in the 42nd minute against the United 
States in Cape Town yesterday, as me 
squad prepare for next week's Olympic 
Qualifying Tournament, the game was 
halted for poor light 15 minutes from 
time with no further scoring 

Pools 

UTTL8MHD6: Ttofeto dmx 24pts £810.65. 
23 £27 .95. 22 1X80. Few *ws C.35. 10 
homes £463.00. Hm away* £156.95. 


era 1 ShMGfiwy 1 horouflrvton 1 Ptwnoutr 0; 
Nora County 1 Srodawr D: Preston 2 Scarocora^i 
1; Vtefcafl 5 Wyrcunoe 0;»1 ItoisSod a BeTs 
ScottWi Le*su« PrronJe* tovUca: WortwwO 0 
HearaaGMVUuroaBC«afaKnce9Mlacctud. 
lenCjQ*! Snt ratal and lee S^tTOffCeas: 
5; Moroeambe J ,M on 

nfljan way eoata. FA Umbro Trophy Second qaal- 
dyfng round repl a ys: SuOtuy <>ron 2 SfltoDixy 

2 (pet second leotoyx SurOury cn Mo«fcyi:0» 
lanl Ocy 5 WaKm end Henhao 2; Lflncossf 3 Cib- 
xn Ashton 0; Chfeham 2 Chensey 3. Crest MBs 
loasre Premier DMrian: Mergobfeld 0 Pa&Kn 

0. DnfcomJ Lenain Prouicr Pu W Ipic Lees 0 tore- 
ooroudi TmsyO. Ftea DMokx, Cup nret roroufc 
Aiherun LR 3 Careen 1: Fleeurooa 2 Wartang- 
tun S tnaxn Via 2 Bratton Part, tow a Bear- 
er Hemes Leudie IlhUand DWiskm: BKacn 0 
Sutton CoUfeJd 1 Bucungharri Town 3 soiifuB 1; 
teenier Urt 3 Coroy 2. Souttrom DMskn: Emh 
1 MMenoortfe a Dr Martens b* flrot round sac* 
sad lee Oenedra 1 Forest Green Rorefe 3 ’4gg 
2-5T. flea 2 Farenam 0 (sgg <-2f, Menhyr TytrN 
4 Cndertord 3 IAS 8-JJ: Weymouth 0 BasWty 0 
we OJl. Us Loosw Second DMstoK Edgwre 
Ouie&nuni 3. TtaM DMsIero ArolryO Eptoro and 
Eae* 2; CUp on 0 Hanou 0; Honhflrn 1 £as Thi^ 
ro« 1. Guardian tewreoce Cup seeond romut 
Barton 0 Dulwch 1: BecSom 3 Tonne 1; Untnea- 
heed 0 Meitow 2. Csrhon Cup Dnt round: Awe,- 
shot 3 Bronwy ft Bauncuke 4 tytyebse 1; 
Sert*tyr«EdO 'eadng3; Uxftridef- 1 Haron Sce- 
OL0i 0. Cadtoc Trophy first round: aonstead 2 
Wndflor and Eton ft QvtkrA Si Pete, 1 Crovflan 
0: Care 2 Radaeli Kteaffi 0. InteiMi Express »Ud- 
tond AMorice: 8arad 0 SMBfed 0; Bomero 

3 Santtwl 0: SwaJard 5 Hneviey Ameoc 2: Wen 
Udfetfe Pok»2 Oubiy a Laser CUP Brot round 
replay: tonenhail 1 Rocegg 0. Second round: 
SaoenM l BaHhat Starts 3. Jhbrm Eastern 
Lesow Prondar DMstoo: Fatertwm 4 Gre« 
ranram 1 Wttron 1 Sonam Si Woo*rofec 4 
Hade&i 0. Nonti Woet Counttee Leaeoe Ftat 
OhWaro Gtopwn 0 800U0 ft, HoAflr ou Beys 1 
ftaon 1; Uossiey 3 SaBord 2: Trunuo 2 Rrrm 

1. Northern CeuMfes East Itagtb Prerater Ok 
«Wo« Mafey 0 Thadaey 1 . Leap* Cop second 

meet BeJper 2 Pentfaa 11 UnS« StsstxCowv 
ty leaBw Flat OMctaro Crowwoudi I lartfey 
4; Mtrtham IMCA 3 ONrraad ft. Pa^aro 3 Suuth- 
wdi ft Hemenl UatMd Ccndtoh Lea0H 09 
Second roeufe Boston Town 5 Hatrorty 0. 
Le^ue cd Wafee Learie Cup first round: nrt 
1 Corah's Quay 2: Canrsas 4 LtnsaiflraU 6: Alan 


He’s only 19 and was playing 
with a lummy upseL He batted 
lower at No 6 but batted with 
responsibility, technique and 
composure. I thought he han- 
dled the pressure very well.” 

Emburey also bad words of 
praise for his captain, Nasser 
Hussain. “At the end of the day 
the bottom line is that Nasser 
fed the side very well.” he said. 

“The key for us were those 
two partnerships in the second 
innings between Nasser and 
Shaun Udal and Ed Giddens 
and Udal. They were the turn- 
ing point of the match. 

Earlier the Combined XI 
batted for 50 minutes wilh 
Taufiq Bader lending admirable 
support to Mohammad 
Ramzan, staying at Lhe wicket 
for 83 minutes to score just five 
runs. Ramzan carried his bat for 
an accomplished 12J, displaying 
amazing concentration for 375 
minutes while facing 259 halls. 

England A now move on to 
Lahore where they play a 
couple of games before the 
start of the first Test in Multan 
on 17 November. In the inter- 
im period they wfl] be hoping for 
some key bowlers to recover 
from their injuries. 

“Mike Smith has a strained 
side. We will not be thinking of 


BltniLMS: Tret*, cfwooK 24pt9 £5060. 23 
£1.60. Four draws £230. Fw» Bwaya £ga 65. 
EWil homes £49.50 

ZETTER& Treble dunce: 24pts £8&S5. 23 
12JO. Easy six £234.40. Four draws £4.30. 
Sen homos £15.60 Knar sways £14 .80. Hods 
Baton, ipato on 167 sum £3 M>. 

Rugby League 

The England prop. Dean Sampson, has 
been cleared after being placed on re- 
port for a dash during Ca&Qeford's de- 
feat by the London Broncos on Sunday 
Salford's Welsh forward, David Vounfi. 
has denied that he has any immediate 
plans to move back home to play rug- 
by union, despite approaches from 
Cardiff and other dubs. 


flying out a replacement just yet. 
He has had a cortisone injection 
and we arc hoping he'll be fit 
for the four-day game between 
the first and the second Test.” 
Emburey said. 

Craig" White, who injured a 
hand on the first day of the tour, 
will be playing tonionow when 
England A play an additional 
practice match against another 
Combined XI. 

He is in need of an impres- 
sive display because Irani has 
staked a strong claim for the aJl- 
rounder's place for the A Test 
after his 5 for 19 on the third day. 

i final day or four: Comcmed AJ won resw" 
COMBINED XI - First binings 204 lAzam Kiwn 
55: 1 D K Salisbury 4-72i. 

ENGLAND A - First tonnes 312 (N Hussain 
63. S 0 Udal Shared hrtan 4-72,. 
COMBINED XI - Second Immp 
lOwroignu 211-91 

Mohammad Raman rxs cut 121 

Taufiq Bader c Cwler b Salisbury 5 

Extras fell. t>4. «2. ntO 19 

Total (87 oweisl -223 

Fait: 1-53. 2-89.3-89. 4-U5. 5-171. 6-175, 
7 179, S IS3. 9-ltt. 

BowSng Qddr»22-7-iJ-0: Smnn >0-11-0: 
Udal 25-4- 70- 1; Sahsto"> 23-3-74^; Iren 14- 

3- 19-5. 

ENGLAND A - Second Uintogs 

N V hn,gr« not oat 71 

J C Pcofc-y c VJmii t, Alher law) _..... .2 

t* P Otarr S» o for-et Uwca — — 1 

th j Piper tow h fladee^n wv»> .... ......3 

R C Iran, c Shihrl Khan d Naooero 14 

A McGratn nm o J — 21 

Extras ,bl. It£. ftt-li .4 

Total Bor 4. 44.4 own.) U6 

Fate 1-9. 2 13. 3 IS. 4-56. 

Did Not Bat: *N Hussar,, i o h Sanslury. S D 
Udal. A M Smito. E S H Giddms. 

BoHftne Aihei Laoeq 9-3-18-2: Shahid Anwai 

4- 1-6-0; Nadeen Khan 17.4-2-52-2: Shod* 

Mohammad 2 -0-9-0; Shat, id 12-2- 2b-a 

Umpirss: Saim Bada> and Islam Khan. 


Rugby Unlou 


TOUR MATCH: Edinbwffi Dismct 22 West- 
ern Samoa 35. 


Saffing 

Russell Coutts, New Zealand's winning 
America’s Cup skipper, was yestenfay 
named the Sperry World Sailor oi the 
Ybar, in succession to his San Die&j syn- 
dicate chief and fellot/ Kiwi. Sir Peter 
Bfahe. Is3belle Autissier. of France, won 

the women ’5 award for her record first 
ieg in the a'ngfe- handed BOC Round the 
World race. 

Snooker 

Jimmy White scored two maximum 
breaks of 147 tn a seven-frame chal- 
lenge match aganst John Viigp at Leices- 
ter's De Monrftxt H3fl onTu«day taking 
his career total of manmums to 93. He 
also made a break of 96 In the match, 
which he won 6-1. 


Squash 

WORLD OPEN (Nicosia) Second roomt Jareh- 
e» Khan iFaM bl Wr Gu ipaul 15-3 15-6 
15-7; s Part« lEnfy M Zjtbv larun Khan IPbVi 
15-4 1^.17 15-5 15-& S Eljpuro iFn) bl P Nem 
iScoi 13-15 17- IS 15-7 15-8. A HiU IAut> tn J 
Niecte I Engl 15-7 15-3 16-2. 

OCUEN tHNEVS GRAND PRK (MomW Sec- 
ond roandrMMofwiiAusib' VCarflvon kAus)>0 
9-2 9-0: 5 Wr^jn lEngl tt S M act* ,Scoi 9-1 9-1 
9- liS Homer (Ere) «5 Sehcne iG«i 9-1 4-99-5 
9-2: C Jecwnan lEngi Dt J Mann lEng) 9-6 5-9 
9-3 9-ft. C foeHran *.Eno or J Manm i£ngj 9-6 

5- 9 9-JM 

Table tennis 

LEAJ3M8 ENGLAND MEN’S RANKINGS: 1 Chen 
Hrnua nortis)-. 2 A Coolu? (Deny.: 3 U Sved 
4 C Aefln itoWi; SDL>ou{iaa(1Mm>^J; 
6 A Eb?rt nancsi; 7 B Bflftr^snr, iDcroyl; BC OW- 
r*U> PfortBl; 8 J Hotend iDeTOy,; 10 N Uasm 
iSoraeg; 11 1 Tqta uancsi: 12 S Andrew iEs- 
5«j: 13 G Solder (Essex: 14 A Perry IDevoni. 

Tennis 

Britain's Tim Henman moved into the 
quarter-finals of the men's ATP Chal- 
fenger in Ptehng yesterday. The fop seed 
defied wintry conditions to beat Benny 
Wijaya. oi Indonesia, 6-7, 7-5, 6-3. 
XRQftUN CUP (Hescore) Second rooMfcYhfllo 1 - 

nhew (Bust M C Ptoarr iFn 7-5 6-1: 0 V^r*» ,Cs 
Rbd) t'i A Crvssrohov iPuii 7-S C-J: B Bach Cm! 
tn i r*M* (Sum 3-5 6-3 6-4: A VoJmk iton-i di 
S Green (Nrtil 5-7 62 6-3. 

AOVAHTA CHAimONSKPS pHbthtpHa) Ftoa 
romt Z Sanson iadsror tUSi n f niuagi ion 

6- 0 5-2; B Sdiic-McCantry fNerr) W CVs (heirr 

1- 663 64. NTousui IFO to J Hated-PecuBs ;F<| 

6- 4 6-4; M McGrath (uSj to P Slraer iU5> b-3 E- 
0: L Reymond (US) « h Suww iCz »h,i 16 64 

7- 6 Second round: SCrW uSeit ct A FraB*r ■VS, 

2- 6 64 62. 

SOOTH AMBBCAH OPBI {Buenos Mm) FW 
rounds A Corr&ja ISp» M S D05e*i(Cz Rcpj 64 
60: A BeratKegy iSoi to i A-rose iSpi 62 6-4. 
Mars ATP CHALLENGER [Poking) Second 
roxid: T Henman >GSi to 8 Wtjj>-a (mown 67 

7-5 63L 


lasAnefeSn - 

Vmwoo rer — 
AoxMkn 


1 SS 38 21 
4 48 46 18 


56 


55 15 
51 «9 12 

33 SO 11 
44 60 6 

31 54 6 


Sob Jon 1 

CxJguy — 1 

Football 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Ceee-Cota Cup 
tftM round; Re**ig 2 Bury 1 Thfcd-ronnd re- 
Claw Bradford Qiy 3 5 (MW ettra dme) 

Auto Mn&aMas ShWd First mroto BamH 2 
fwofo ua 3: BnseJ Ri« 3 Cwnb UW ft Bwricy 
1 Oieaer l; Cause l benroaer L Cto4n0wi 0 
Lmccfri L Vtfe 1 0 Boumemoiitn 2: 2 

horetort 2. H»«evo01 3 awtoxl 2. L^iiwi On- 


Rob The Rich I 


Who's next on Andrew's 
Newcastle shopping list? 
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RUGBY UNION 

The RFU's radical blueprint to change the 
face of the game 31 
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Last chance for Smith to impress 


England’s final warm-up game, 
before next week’s opening 
Test in Pretoria, gets under 
way here today. And, for one 
member of the touring party at 
least, scoring runs against South 
Africa A would represent the 
biggest relief in this part of the 
world since Mafcking, 

Robin Smith has long nursed 
a burning ambition to play Test 
cricket in the country of his 
birth, but unless be makes a de- 
cent score here, his tour could 
well disappear into the equiv- 
alent of Kimberley's most no- 
table landmark, a derelict 
diamond mine known os The 
Great Hole. 

In Afrikaans, this translates 
into “die Groote Gatl”, al- 
though after a sightseeing trip 
there on Wednesday, England's 
players remain as unconvinced 
that it is anything like large 


enough to be named after the 
Middlesex captain as the se- 
lectors will be about picking 
Smith ahead of John Crawley 
unless the Durban-bom bats- 
man gets himself back into 
form over the next four days. 

South Africa’s A side repre- 
sents comfortably the strongest 
opposition England have faced 
thus far, and when Smith 
propped up the Diamond Fields 
Advertiser over his morning 
cornflakes yesterday, he was not 
amused to And himself reading 
that an 18-year-old wrist spin- 
ner is about to have him for 
breakfast. 

Smith's preference for quick- 
er bowling, notwithstanding the 
fractured cheekbone he sus- 
tained against Ian Bishop last 
summer, is well known, and he 
now finds his lest place under 
threat horn an 18-year-old left- 


Martin Johnson reports from Kimberley on the mood in the 
England camp on the eve of their final pre-Test warm-up 

arm chinaman bowler from have so far encountered on worth making remarks of a less 
Western Province with a whirring lour. The theory that the South than compUmentarv nature 
action that has been likened to Africans have deliberately been there has not been much to 
acn^betweraadis^throw- preparing pitches with the coc- choose between South African 
Cr r 5 foo l m f5r- sistency of a fresh cow-pat is not hotels and Devon Malcolm, 

«iV! Le h 1 nn " !^. bscnbe . d to by Raymond and Smith is not the only Eng- 

self as stunned byhisselec- fflingworth, who reserves all his land player regarded as aceT 

.h? *“* of a cons P irac y for bunty before the tour began to 

confidence will cenamiv not South African hotels. find himself playing for his 

have been banned by taking an As a tong-time winter resident place in this malc±L 

r-fSi 9 r. m 60 PH*™ “ ' Ibnemolinos, the England In the recent list of England 

“* 'VrLP ast £ Y lct0 . I } r chairman has not heard so much chairmen. Peter May tried hard 

banging and drflKngance the ear- to say nothing at all, Ted Dex- 
er this week, and he will not be hr days of Spanish package hoi- ter was mom* tn ian» aa 
left waiting _ for a bowl any 

onger thanit takes for Smith noise indeedto drown out Ray- preference for saving precisely 
1 ?wnd when proferring his opin- what he thinks 

_ f b ’ ^ ke to® 1 rest ion on various matters, whether to consider the conseouena» 

of England s batsmen, will be confronting a bote! manager or means that the araTbetween 
fh^ U ^J y ? eproSpeC L 0f * reported notebook. * 
the first pitch of any pace they When it comes to niing- described as tffi^ dsty 


have so far encountered on 
tour. The theory that the South 
Africans have deliberately been 
preparing patches with the con- 
sistency of a fresh cow-pat is not 
subscribed to by Raymond 
ffimgworth, who reserves all his 
suspicions of a conspiracy for 
South African hotels. 

As a long-time winter resident 
in ’Ibnemolinos, the England 
chairman has not heard so much 
banging and drifting snee the ear- 
ly days of Spanish package hol- 
iday although it would be a rare 
noise indeed to drown out Ray^ 
mond when proferring his opin- 
ion on various matters, whether 
confronting a hotel manager or 
a reporter’s notebook. 

When it comes to JUing- 


If the bag carried by the 
team doctors oemtains a phial of 
an ril m g salts, its a fair bet that 
Malcolm was reaching for them 

on Tuesday when Illingworth 
paid him a rare comp&meol, but 
with the chairman now having 

nw i »*w vm - * 


t h a t he could turn Malcolm into 
a model of line and length, Mal- 
colm will have to do something 
more than an arifypiftt? perfbr- 
manoe m this game to secure his 
place in Pretoria next Thursday. 

So far he ins bowled only 24 
overs in South Africa, and his only 

wideet came in the equivalent of 

■AnmdeTs cucumber sandwiches’ 
match against ' Nicky Oppen- 
heimers XL Derogatory com- 
ments from the management 
have probably had the opposite 
effect on Malcolm’s nwrale to the 
one in fended, and Malcolm’s 
best bet over the next four days 


mg to a helmetless Illingworth. 

Otherwise, morale is gener- 
ally sotnid, and the second hon- 
eymoon between Illingworth 
and Michael Atherton now ex- 
tends to partnering each other 
over the bridge -table.' This, of 
ocftiise,winiast just aslong as 
Atherton does not go four down 
in three no tramps with Ray- 
mond’s rands on the table, and 
there is also die usual caution- 
ary note fh«r England’s morale 

cm overseas tours rarely survives 

the opening Ifest match. 

England are not quite field- 
ing their putative Ifest side here 
given that Dominie Cork is 
taking the game off — Cork’s ■ 
form being regarded as good- 
enough to allow England to . 
look at all their- remaining pace 
bowling alternatives before the 
opening TlssL - 



Smith: tfaimrruiring out .. 

.Makohn^Tfest seteefion 
on ffi&afaH- toms, a good 
more -hanging on it than a r 
game pi; cricket Described 
.Nelson Mandela as the". 1 
. stroyer” eariy on the tow; 

- a_k>Ie model for tlrousands 

-Wad: youngsters, the sight j 
Malcolm pouring the drmfcgg 
“his fairer-skinned team-may 

'will n ot do much for totigtfg 
.development over here;: -; J| 

Photograph, p%] 



Incech 











On the ball: Steffi Graf hits a backhand during her harcKmmed victory over Amy Frazier in the Advanta Championships in PtiHadeJphia yesterday 


Football 


Martin Edwards, the Manches- 
ter United chairman, yesterday 
cleared the way for Paul Ince to 
return to English football, as 
specnlatiofl concerning his future 
readied fever pitch. Arsenal, Tot- 
tenham and Newcastle were all 
reported to be interested in 
signing Intemarionale’s unset- 
tled midfield player last nighL 

The matter is likely to reach 
a conclusion today, with Italy’s 
transfer window coming to a 
dose tonight at 7pm. Inter 
turned down a £6.5m bid from 
Arsenal last week but the sug- 
gestion in Italy this week has been 
that Massimo Moratti, the Inter 
chairman, is prepared to part 
with Ince to fund the acquisition 
of a new striker, which is seen as 
a priority for the ailing team. 

Ince is thought to have had 
talks with Arsenal this week, with 
a report that he was in discus- 
skms with the dub yesterday. A 
daim last night that Tottenham 
had topped the bid of their 
north London rivals was quick- 
ly denied in Italy. Another report 
suggested that Newcastle, for 
whom the fee would not be a 
problem, had joined the chase. 

With Inter desperate to sign 
a striker - Sampdoria’s Rober- 
to Mancini, Roma’s Marco 
Branca and Caio Ribeiro of 
Brazil's San Paolo are the prin- 
cipal targets - the Ince deal 
may hinge on their success to- 
day. If Inter are unable to sign 
anyone by tonight there would 


seem little point in seSngj 
A dause in Ince’s oqg6 
agreed when United sdcf 
28-year-old to Inter fat# 
the summer, gives United 
refusal on any future 
but Edwards said his 
not be activating it. “I 
our manager, Alex Feigt$) 
interested in bringing IxkeIi 
to Old ThifFord. We wouM 
tainly not object if IncewM 
join one of our rivals, “ fed 
Leeds expect to begnfij 
ations with the Italian rfnhj 
ma today to secure the sen 
of the Swedish intend 
striker Tbmas Brotin. Tic 
year-aid passed a medhsft 
land Road on TUesday h 
returning to Sweden to ak 
the move, but Bill FbthetS 
Leeds manag ing cfirectorj 
fident that having ttiniedj 
three Serie A dubs Brcitp 
oome to England. “I amveq 
fident that Biotin wfll join B 
still have one or two loose 
to.tie op but wc believe he* 
to come here,” Bothefby si 
Sheffield Wednesday. ! 
rejected a £800,000 bid! 
Bari for the Swedish ini$ 
tional Has Ingessoa. Bim 
ham have signed the Swe 
international striker Dan 
halan on a month’s loan. 
Hammarby IF player wflli 
next Thursday after playia 
Sweden against Turkey, \- 
Itort: \hle have signed the 
nadian international cei 
back Randy Samuel from 
Dutch club Fortuna Sitt 
ffergoson loses appeal, psq 


Photograph: AP 
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Graf made to struggle % — 


ACROSS 

7 Rate in pound replacing 
charge, initially, in empty 
property (8) 

I 9 In Switzerland, student 
enclosure is firmly shut 
( 6 ) 

10 Antiquely characterful? 

11 l&el] bursts encountered 
by planes flying across 
holiday route initially (8) 

12 Delectable cakes pro- 
duced by Alfred's ene- 
mies? (6.S) 

15 As, eg, oysters in bed lie 
higgledy-piggledy (6) 

16 Florence's nouse by the 
sea here in France? (6) 

18 Pantomime character 
and former pop star tak- 
ing tea (China) (6,8) 


20 Cause for celebration (8) 

22 Leaders of rightist estab- 
lishment take steps to re- 
spond (5) 

24 Laze about with books? 
He’s too fanatical (6) 

25 Sanction publication of 
novel - there could be 
money in it (4,4) 

DOWN 

1 Exaggerate importance 
of number of deliveries 
bowled in an hour (8) 

2 Landowner initially 
about to criticise scheme 

j Conversational Japanese 

( 6 ) 

4 Mark’s muffler appear- 
ing somewhat short (4) 


5 Flower with limpid hue 
growing wild around far 
side of garden (10) 

6 Get into plastic (6) 

8 Hard to identify addict 

( 9 ) 

13 Not to be taken off? ( 10) 

14 Article on South Ameri- 
can wild ox found in ref- 
erence book (9) 

17 Twenty-one shillings - it 
covers small amount 


Tennis 


Steffi Graf, the top seed, fought 
back from a set and a break 
down to beat the unseeded 
Amy Frazier 2-6, 6-4. 6-2 in the 
second round of the Advanta 
Championships in Philadelphia 
yesterday. 

Graf, playing in only her sec- 
ond match since winning her 
fourth US Open title in Sep- 
tember, won the first two games 
against Frazier but lost the next 
six games and bad her serve bro- 
ken in the third, fifth and sev- 
enth games. 

The 26-year-old German, 
jointly ranked No 1 in the world 
with Monica Seles, surrendered 
another break to fall behind 
2-1 in the second set but broke 
Fhtrier in the next game and lev- 
elled the set with a break in the 
10th game, when Frazier made 
four consecutive unforced er- 


Graf used service breaks in 
the second and sixth games to 
breeze through the third set. 
Since the US Open, Grafs 
only match had been a first- 
round defeat to Mariaan de 
Swardt at the Brighton tourna- 
ment last month. 

Off the court, she has been 
at Lhe centre of media scrutiny 
as her father, Peter, remains in 
a German jail after his arrest in 
August on tax charges. 

“There’s no question there 
are a lot of things in ray life that 
make it difficult to concen- 
trate,” Graf said. “There hasn’t 
been a consistent flow over the 
last two years.” 

Lisa Raymond, who grew up 
in Wayne. Pennsylvania, 15 
miles from Philadelphia, strug- 
gled in the first set before over- 
coming Helena Sukova, the 
world No 24. 

After a 24-minute first set, 
Raymond, ranked 20th, saved 
two break points and won the 


second set on her third set 
point. Neither player broke 
serve in the final set, and in the 
tie-break Raymond rallied from 
a 4-2 deficit to win 1-6, 6-4, 
7-6, hitting a series of overhead 
winners to set up match point. 

Nathalie TauziaL defeated 
Julie Halard 6-4, 6-4 in the fiist- 
round match between two 
French women, while Brenda 
Schultz-McCarthy, of the 
Netherlands, overpowered Car- 
oline Vis, a qualifier, 6-3, 64. 
Schultz-McCarthy served an 
ace in almost every game as well 
as on match point. 

Mary Joe Fernandez, the 
sixth seed from the United 
States who wou the Brighton 
event last month, withdrew 
from the tournament because 
of a shoulder injury she ag- 
gravated Iasi weekend at the 
Bank of the West Classic in 
Oakland. 

Results, Sporting Digest, 


Sun 

launches 

Ultra 1. 


Duff backs Wharton’s cause 



charged for lighting (8) 
Dispatch worker putting 
Queen under deck of 


cards (6) 

19 Is able to reproduce 
savoury morsel (6) 

21 Bit of patois used, per- 
versely - very litde (4) 
23 Foreign clergyman rock- 
ing babe (4) 
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Boxing 

Mickey Duff believes Henry 
Wharton is firmly on course to 
fulfil his potential by becoming 
a world champion. 

The veteran fight promoter 
sees the Yorkshire fighter’s first 
defence of the European super- 
middleweight title against the Ul- 
sterman Sam Storey on Saturday 
as a stepping stone towards a 
third attempt at a world title. 

With Wharton’s two previous 
conquerors, Nigel Beun and 
Chris Eubank, both off the scene, 
the way is clear for the 27-year- 
°ld to establish himself as 
Britain s best hope of keeping a 
high profile in the I2st division. 


Duff, who takes big-time 
boxing to Halifax for the first 
time this weekend with an 1,800 
sell-out at the Northgale 
Leisure Centre, shares Whar- 
ton’s desire to make it third time 
lucky on the world stage. 

“I am almost as determined 
as Henry himself for him to be- 
come world champion,” Duff 
said. “I have believed in his abil- 
ity from day one. 

“He was extremely unlucky in 
February last year against Benn 
when he got going loo late and 
lost on points, and also very un- 
fortunate to lose the decision to 
Eubank last December. 

“His left eye was almost 
dosed on that occasion as ear- 
ly as the second round and he 


© o 


could only fight square on, not 
sideways. It meant he was a sit- 
ting duck." 

Wharton can consider himself 
unlucky to have been around in 
the same era as Eubank, who re- 
cently announced his retire- 
ment, and Benn, who insists he 
will fight only twice more. 

But victory over Storey will 
lead to a fight with the former 
champion and mandatory Eu- 
ropean challenger, Frederic SeO- 
her of France, then an attempt 
to win one of the four world belts 
at present held by Benn (World 
Bonog Council), Steve Collins 
(World Boxing Organisation), 
Roy Jones (International Boxing 
Federation) and Frankie Lfles 
(World Boring Assodation). 


The new San Microsystems Ultra ! 
workstation Is the first to featare 
UltraSPARC, Snn’a now processor 
architecture for tho tnllicnlum. 'V 

Call Morse for as Executive Briefing 


Aadmised ReteUer 
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